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"'THE BRIGHTEST ERA THE CONFEDERACY HAD EVER KNOWN':
TEXAS PRESS OPINION OF THE FALL OF ATLANTA AND THE
REELECTION OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN"
By Ben Melvin Hobratsch

Historian Charles W. Ramsdell in 1924 first argued that a general decline
in public morale doomed the Confederacy. Since that time, hlstorians have
supported his thesis and tied the ebb in morale to a lack of governmentsponsored propaganda. More recently, historians have shifted the blame to
Confederate newspapers that were too critical of government and unable to
rally the citizenry behind "the cause." Scholars claim that in the wake of
military and political failures newspapers showed a tendency to find fault
rather than to look at events from a positive angle. Yet, although the study of
Confederate press opinion has attracted well-deserved scholarly attention, its
study has been almost invariably linked to the news press of eastern states;
Texas press opinion has received only scant consideration by scholars. I
One aspect of the Texas press that has benefited from meticulous study is
the period of time from the establishment of the first Texas newspaper amid
the turmoil of the War of 1812 to the divisive months leading to the secession
convention in Fehruary 1861. However, scholarship considering the Texas
press during the Civil War has mentioned it in incidental ways. Wartime Texas
press opinion of key military and political events and the effects of their
coverage on the morale of the readership have not been as carefully
investigated. It is the intention of this author to begin such an investigation by
examining Texas press coverage of the Union capture of Atlanta and the
reelection of Abraham Lincoln. 2
Texas press coverage of the fall of Atlanta and the reelection of President
Abraham Lincoln provide propitious subjects for study for two reasons. First,
these two events significantly affected the fortunes of the southern bid for
independence. Atlanta was a key rail and telegraphic depot that served as the
hub between the eastern and the western states of the Confederacy. Lincoln's
reelection was important for southerners because it hushed speculation that the
northern electorate had grown weary enough of the war to demand peace.
Additionally, both of these events occurred concomitant to one another in the
latter half of 1864, more than a year after the fall of Vicksburg, the point
generally conceded to be the beginning of the decline in Confederate morale.
Thus, a study of Texas press opinion during this period provides a unique
opportunity to administer a test on the effects of distant military and political
events upon the press opinion and morale of a state on the periphery of the
nation. The uniqueness of Texas's wartime newspaper culture within the
broader context of Confederate newspaper culture will be examined. If the
case of Texas is found to be s.iml1ar to that of eastern states, news coverage and
morale should exhibit signs of despondency; however, if unique, Texas
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newspapers should exhibit a level of morale divergent from the currently
accepted norm.-1
By examining the extant Civil War-em Texas newspapers - both rural and
urban dailies and weeklies - pubhshcu in the ~ummcr, fall. and winter of L864
as well as the pertinent sCl:ondary literature, the reader develops a sense of
Texas press opinion of the fall of Atlanta and Lincoln's reelection. Sometimes
the information provided in the accounts. turned out to be false; however, the
sentiment was always valid..)
Texas pres~ opinion and the opinion of the Texas public were inextricably
linked. Newspapers were the primary medium by which Texans received news
of the events going on in the East. Letters from the front were not so frequent,
and published journals were often of a literary or cultural nature. In addition
newspapers were inexpensive, and one copy was often shared among several
readers.~

Many Texans believed what they read. Given the void of any other
information about the war, the contents and opinions expressed by the news
press had a direct elIect upon popular opinion. As a result, the best way to see
inside the mindset of the Texan is to read what he read - the newspaper. h
In months directly preceding Atlanta's capture, the Confederate war effort
enjoyed a generally high level of public supp011. General Robert E. Lee was
successful in encumbering the Federal drive toward Richmond. Northern
forces suffered staggering losses at the Wilderness, Spotsylvania. and Cold
Harbor. Because of comparisons made by Texas newspapers between Grant's
losses at Cold Harbor and Sherman's losses at Kennesaw Mountain, Texans
were confident of the situation in Georgia as \\icll. Texas newspapers found
that the Confederate army under Joseph E. Johnston generally prevailed in its
attempts to protect that city from Sherman's army. Although Johnston allowed
a steady advance of Sherman's troops. editors pointed out key victories in
which the casualty trade-off was decidedly in the favor of Confederate forces.
Throughout the campaign. his ability to maintain a low rate of casualties
contributed to the press's favorable opinion of Johnston. Sympathetic press
and public opinion seemingly vindicated his "defensive" attack strategy.'
In mid-July, President Jefferson Davis removed Johnston from his
command and replaced him with John Bell Hood. a Texan. The Davis
administration wa~ frustrated with Johnston for "always" retreating and not
pursuing a more aggressive strategy. Once Johnston was replaced by Hood, the
Texas press demonstrated loyalty to Richmond by abandoning their original
stance and asserting that Johnston's defensive strategy was incompatihle with
an ultimately successful defense of Atlanta. Texas editors expounded that
despite their deep affection for the general. Johnston's successive retreats gave
too much valuable ground to Sherman's army. The press was especially wary
of Johnston's movement from his propitious position at Kennesaw Mountain
to one south of the Chattahoochee River within a few miles of the city. It
became increasingly evident to the War Department and to the Galveston NeH'S
alike thal it was prohahle that in search of beller ground on which to fight,
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Johnston would give up Atlanta to Shennan without a contest.
Editors also cautioned their readership. Although Hood was a "gallant
officer [who was] not afraid to risk his reputation in a battle," the decision to
replace Johnston with Hood may have been made too late to save Atlanta. Too
much ground had already been lost when Hood took command near the
outskirts of the city. Additionally. the troops were exceedingly fond of
Johnston and familiar with the peculiarities of his generalship. They were wary
of Hood. Johnston was weH-loved by his troops for the very reasons that the
Davis administration and later the Texas press forsook him - he was overly
cautious and unlikely to lead bloody charges at strong enemy positions. By
contrast, no one questioned Hood's bravery; he had lost a leg and bad a dead
arm from previous engagements. R
Nevertheless, those who had access to Texas papers read of the constancy
of Hood's troops and their unwillingness to allow Sherman entrance into
Atlanta. The Marshall Texas Republican went so far as to state that not only
did the Confederate troops still hold the city, but they were likely to break
Sherman's atcempts at a siege and in turn siege the Federal army. The idea
sounds questionable, but tbe notion that Sherman's army could survive and
excel as deep into Georgia as it presently was conJlicted with Texans' notions
of both Hood's "rare pluck" as a general and that of their own southern
exceptionalism.~

News coverage also highlighted the numerous failed attempts of
Sherman's troops to push the Confederates from their positions. In stark
contrast to newspaper editors' previous warnings of a probable breakdown of
Confederate lines at Atlanta, evidence of battlefield failures are conspicuously
absent from the columns of Texas newspapers. In the one instance that a
telegraphic report mentions Confederate troops being driven from their
position. it is pointed out that the position was immediately retaken. 1O

By late August, Hood's troops were rapidly becoming encircled and
besieged around Atlanta. All the same, papers continued to provide their
readership with examples of "great victories" and "splendid successes
achieved" such as the "annihilation of some of (Sherman's] commands." It was
not uncommon to read of a daring Confederate charge over the enemy
breastworks. One late-August morning the San Antonio News reported to its
subscribers that Hood's troops had driven Union forces from their first two
lines of entrenchments. According to war correspondent "Personne,'" these
victories decimated Yankee morale; concomitantly, they served to preserve and
bolster Confederate morale. For "Personne," the ruins of Atlanta were void of
anything material worth retaining. The exigency in mainlaining that city lay in
that "the morale of the army had to be preserved." I I
Texas editors, such as Willard Richardson of the Galveston Neyvs, no
doubt agreed with "Personne." In an effort to bolster civilian morale and shift
the focus of the reader from possibly disheartening news, accounts of
"victories" of an increasingly trivial nature were scattered throughout his
paper. DesulLOry firing was presented in one issue "produdingJ great
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consternation among the enemy." The "victories" presented to the readership
were not always directly combat-related. A small cavalry raid, in another issue,
was lauded for capturing "a large number of beeves."l'

Additionally, as was the case during both Johnston'~ and Hood's tenure in
command of the Army of Tennessee, the Texas press pointed to low casualty
numbers as a reason to remain confident in the progress of the nation's
struggle. Confederate losses in the Atlanta campaign were offered as
infinitesimal in comparison with Yankee losses that were, according to the
Dallas Herald, «incomparatlvely large [sic]." Along similar lines the Crockett
Quid Nunc drew up a table in one is~ue presenting Confederate losses in the
Atlanta campaign as just over 65,000 men, The Quid Nunc contrasted this total
to the large sum of 283,070 men lost by the Federal army in VirRinia.1:

In addition to highlighting the scattered successes of Hood's army, editors
pointed to what they viewed as the moral depravity of Sherman's forces in an
cfTort to unify their readers behind a banner of moral rectitude. Newspapers
informed their readership that Sherman had ordered his artillery to shell
Atlanta. killing women and children, in full knowledge of the fact that Hood's
lines were entrenched outside of the city_ For this act the Dallas Herald
branded Sherman a barbarous murderer. Most likely such announcements,
which were printed alongside those detailing the steadfast heroism of the
Confederate troops, served to create a scene for the reader that confirmed both
the success of the military aspects of the war and the moral righteousness of
the southern cause. The "barbarous murderer" was being convincingly held at
bay by Hood's constant and "virtuous" troops. i.
Nevertheless, on September 1, 1864, Hood withdrew from Atlanta. and
the following morning Shennan's forces occupied the city. In the weeks that
followed, eastern newspapers trickled across the Sabine River and made their
way into editors' hands, By the end of September, news of Atlanta's
capitulation made its way into Texas papers. Not surprisingly. the news was
heralded as a "severe blow" but no cause for alarm. Editors such as Robert W.
Loughery of the Marshall Texas Republican and J.H. and l.R. Burnett of the
Crockett Quid Nunc evinced the belief that the holding of the city of Atlanta
itself gave the Union army no advantage; Sherman could not claim victory,
and Southerners should not abandon hope, unless Hood's anny was squarely
defeated. Meanwhile, Hood's army escaped unscathed and even "repulsed
with slaughter" pursuing Union troopS.I"i
Editors were aware that Atlanta's raJi to Union forces, a catastrophe of the
first magnitude, struck a hard blow to the morale of their readership. The
damage of Atlanta's capitulation was evident in the longer time it took to get
news from Richmond. Predictably, the Texas press 4uickly mobihzed to soften
any possible harm to morale. In their efforts to combat the sudden wave of
despondency, editors sought to bolster the resolve of readers in three key ways.
First, editors ensured their readers of the insignificance of Atlanta's fall. This
was accomplished by presenting the city's capture as an unequivocal good. In
the eyes of the press. Sherman's capture of Atlanta was a "defensive victory"
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for the South that freed Hood's army from a city of ruins that contained
nothing of military value. Any war materiel had been shipped off or destroyed
by Confederate troops before their evacuation. Now mobile, Hood could lure
Shennan deeper into Georgia. 16
Second, as was the practice before Atlanta's capitulation, articles of
various lengths highlighted the perceived moral degeneracy of Sherman's
troops and the depredations they committed upon Atlanta's inhabitants. The La
Grange True Issue informed its readers that Sherman and his officers had
celebrated their victory by attending a ball accompanied by "black harlots." In
the same light, various papers printed accounts of Atlanta evacuees who had
been stripped of everything of value by northern troops. The intent of these
stories was to enrage the heart of any pro-Confederate Texan.]7
The third argument the press employed to maintain higher levels of public
morale was that the morale of Hood's army was high. To this end, newspapers
published official army records that evinced the high level of army morale.
Often these reports were published in the same issue that announced Hood's
withdrawal. Along the same lines as the arguments put forth by editors, the
reports from Hood's army rooted its spirit in the fact that it still constituted an
able and mobile fighting force. Editorial precautions such as this helped
cushion the blow of the recent military failure. IS
This coverage instilled a belief among editors and readers alike that
Sherman would be forced to retreat from Georgia to his base of operations in
Tennessee. Apparently oblivious to the fact that his forces could live off the
land as they marched across Georgia, newspapers infonned Texans that the
Federal anny's supply lines were precariously stretched hundreds of miles
long. This notion that Sherman was committing substantial logistical errors
bolstered the Confederate conviction of long-term success. News articles
alluded to Sherman's apparent inability to move swiftly across the state. In
mid-October the Marshall Texas Republican stated that because of damaged
roads and rail lines. Shennan would be immobilized for a month to conduct
basic repairs. Sherman's immobilized force would then be pinned down by
Hood and Nathan Bedford Forrest. Sherman, squarely defeated, would be
unable to leave Georgia with an organized anny.19
Even when such quixotic predictions became false, editors retained
optimism. As the months roBed on it became evident that Sherman was not
retreating to Tennessee, but alternatively pursuing a march toward Savannah.
The roadblocks that newspapers had stated were detaining Sherman were nonexistent. Damaged roads proved to be of no consequence to northern forces,
and Hood had proven unable to Tout or trap Sherman's army. Nevertheless, as
late as mid-December papers such as the Gonzales Inquirer startlingly opined
that Sherman's campaign in Georgia had produced nothing but failure and
disappointment to the Yankee cause; the Marshall Texas Republican proffered
that autumn as "the brightest era the Confederacy [had] ever known."2o
Aside from the loss of Atlanta, another misfortune befell the Confederacy
in the autumn of 1864 - the reelection of Lincoln to a s.econd term as President
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of the United State~ in November. Lincoln's election in 1860 had proven to be
a catalyst that sparked secession in the South. His reelection marked a clear
determination among the northerners to pursue the war until the southern
rebellion was completely suppressed. Although Lincoln's reelection should
have naturally diminished public spirit, press coverage of the northern
presidential election provides another clear example of the attempts of Texas
newspapers to shape civilian morale.
Beginning in the early summer. the Confederate press exhibited a great
interest in the United States' presidential election, and the Texas press was no
exception to the rule. Editors saw in the 1864 canvass a hope for an early
termination to the war. The fact that the Lincoln administration had been
unable to force the South back into the Union within the confines of his first
term nurtured a notion in the southern mind that northerners were growing
tired of war as well as the idea that Lincoln did not have the ability to win the
conflict. In the southern mind, northern malcontents would naturally support
an opposition party such as the Democrats. Therefore, the aspirations of an
early conclusion to the war rested on the chances of the Democratic Party in
the upcoming election. In light of this, the Democrats' late August convention
at Chicago received ample exposure in Texas papers. Where Lincoln's
National Union (Republican) Party convention at Baltimore received a few
lines of coverage or in many cases no coverage at all, the Democratic
convention received columns. Texas newspapers many times even included
authoritative adumbrations of the convention's resolutions - the most
interesting of which was a call for peace. 11
When the Democratic convention nominated fonner general-in-chief
George B. McClellan for the presidency, E. H. Cushing, editor of the Houston
Telegraph, informed readers that northern support for the peace movement was
strong. According to Cushing, leading Republican journals were urging
Lincoln to withdraw from the presidential race since his defeat by McClellan
was inevitable. Several northern journals and the Texas press alike felt that
Lincoln's chances for reelection were slim. With Grant seemingly stalemated
at Petersburg, the northern war effort suffered from a lack of decisive military
victories from the late spring throughout the summer of 1864. The seemingly
never-ending war took a toll on the appeal of a ticket committed to continue
war to the last extremity.ll
The trend of military stagnation and sanguine southern hopes for an early
peace ended just days after the Democratic convention when two crippling
events occurred. First was news of Sherman's occupation of Atlanta and the
key rail junction the city commanded. This blow to the southern cause renewed
vigor among the previously desiccated Republican Party as well as among the
war Democrats. If the war was going well for the North, the war was going
well for the Lincoln-Johnson ticket. Second and arguably just as shattering to
Texas editors was the substance of McClellan's acceptance letter. In accepting
the Democratic nomination he rejected peace without unification and as a
result rejected the pro-peace platfonn of the convention that had nominated
him for the presidency.2~
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These twin debacles served briefly to dishearten the press. John W.
Swindells of the Dallas Herald confessed his "disappointment on reading
[McClellan's acceptance letter]." A sense of betrayal is even felt in the
editorials concerning the matter. The Jefferson Confederate News presented
McClellan's nomination as the culmination of a grand premeditated ruse by
which the war Democrats tricked the peace Democrats into giving their
support to McClellan only to have him, once accepted by the unified party,
reject the peacc plank of the party platform. 24
Texas editors quickly made the best of bad news. To this end, in the wake
of military failure and McClellan's rejection of the peace platfonn, Texas
editors switched positions on which candidate they preferred to have elected
president of the United States. Some papers announced that the outcome of the
northern election no longer concerned the Confederacy. William H. Neblett of
the Corsicana Navarro Express articulated that his paper did not "care a cent"
who wins. Other papers were not so ambivalent. Reevaluating the possible
benefits of the Lincoln~Johnson ticket and determining that Lincoln's
reelection would provide the best outcome for the Confederacy, many Texas
papers offered various reasons why Lincoln's election - and not McClellan's
- would more likely lead to an acceptable peace. The Houston Telegraph
averred that Lincoln is "half whipped-half badly wounded." Editor Cushing
saw the northern gains at Atlanta not as a major turning point that would
eventually lead to a northern victory, but as an anomaly in a war record that
wa,<;; on balance strewn with failure. Thus, the peace-seeking portion of the
northern electorate would vote for him because they knew he could not
continue the war much longer.
McClellan on the other hand would be a fresh replacement and would
prolong the contlict for a much longer time. Unhke Lincoln, he had not
endured the grinding wartime pressures of the executive office for fOUf years
- he was not near the breaking point. The Dallas Herald and the Confederate
News echoed this estimation when they argued that Lincoln's worn out
administration would be much more likely to propose an acceptable peace.
Any peace offered by a newly elected McClellan administration, on the other
hand, would require reunification and reconstruction and thus would be out of
the question. 25
Additionally, Lincoln's ticket offered another net benefit for southerners
that McClellan's ticket did not provide - Andrew Johnson would hold the vice
presidency. The Dallas Herald ran an editorial that argued that Johnson was so
detested throughout the South that his election would cause a mass
realignment of loyalties in Tennessee. Amhivalent and pro-Union Tennesseans
would flock to the Confederate cause, repulsed by Lincoln's association with
a man repugnant to the virtue of the southern gentleman. While the argument
was exaggerated - the notion that an undecided Tennessean's loyalties could
be uniquely won by the promotion of one man within the Lincoln government
is preposterous - the article highhghtcd the extent to which editors went to
find good in otherwise foreboding events. 26
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Whether editors wi~hed Lincoln's victory in the upcoming election or not,
an almost universal predictl0n pervaded Texas newspapers - Lincoln would
win. Since Sherman's capture of Atlanta, victories in the Shenandoah Valley
and at Mobile Bay had been won by northern forces. In stark contrast to a mere
two months earlier, a continuing string of northern military successes
vindicated Lincoln's war plans. For the northern electorate, the tide had turned
in favor of war and consequently in favor of the Lincoln administration. For
their part, McClellan's ticket offered no competitive advantage for voters.
McClellan's rejection of his party's platfonn had alienated peace-minded
voters; voters of the more belhcose persuasion had already found their leader
in President Lincoln.:'7
When the results finally reached Texas in late-November and earlyDecember, there was no surprise. Newspapers lectured Texans to stiffen their
resolve for a brutal fight. Lincoln's victory in the presidential election was a
declaration for four more years of "uncivilized war" by the northern voting
public, or a.."i the Galveston News put it, "those who've voted to destroy us."
Although newspapers informed their reader~ that Lincoln would prepare for
four more years of war, the Texas press hardly believed the war could last
much longer. As stated previously, editors felt the Lincoln administration's war
effort would soon collapse from fatigue. The call to prepare Texans for a stiff
fight was seen as the call for the coup de grace. That is to say, editors did not
present these misfortunes as anything so serious that they would alter the
eventual outcome of the war. The intention of these admonitions was to
strengthen the doggednes~ and morale of the readership.1H
For those Texans who did feel that the southern cause was now lost, the
Texas press admonished that submission to the North was unthinkable.
Surrender now would be an acknowledgement that aU the suffering and death
that the South had endured had heen in vain. Additionally, submission would
entail the reconstruction of the Union, which was universally denounced
throughout the Texas press. An editorial that was reprinted in newspapers from
the Richmond Examiner presented the alternative to continued watfare as the
acceptance of a dissolute South in which southerners, forced into serfdom,
would be lowered to "beg shelter and employment from Yankee and negro
masters." Rather than face such morally offensive consequences, many
wayward Texans fell back in line to support the cause,29
In contrast to coverage of Atlanta's capitulation to northern forces, once
newspapers announced that Lincoln was victorious, the issue was for the most
part dropped. News of the ongoing struggle between Hood and Shenllan
resonated throughout newspapers for months after Atlanta fell. Papers clung to
hopes that the loss could somehow be reversed in the immediate future - that
Sherman could be routed and Atlanta could be regained. This level of tenacity
was not possible with Lincoln's election because the outcome could not be
undone: it was a fixed truth that Lincoln would be the president of the United
States for four more years. Despite this one instance of contrast between the
press' treatment of Atlanta's capture and Lincoln's reelection, coverage of
these two events proved to be more similar than dissimilar. The reason for the

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

11

striking similarities is that their coverage served the same end - to solidify
support for the national war effort.
The examination of Texas press opinion of both the fall of Atlanta and the
reelection of Lincoln has revealed three trends. The first was a pronounced
degree of uniformity of opinion across all of the newspapers - the Texas press
being consistent in its pro-government stance. Texas was unlike other sections
of the Confederacy, such as Georgia and North Carolina, where opposition
papers such as the Augusta Constitutionalist and the Raleigh Standard were
accepted as a necessary byproduct of a democratic system. The editors of
opposition papers in Texas either "went with their state" after Texas withdrew
from the Union and muted their own criticisms for the sake of patriotism, were
silenced by threats of violence and acts of vandalism perpetrated by members
of the secessionist majority, or in the case of the German-language press. were
confined by the language with which they expressed their disconteneu
The second trend, which is closely related to the first, is that Texas press
coverage remained distinctly sanguine even in the wake of disaster. This can
be explained in part by the fact that the Union controlled the Mississippi River,
and as a result Texas was increasingly cut off from the war-torn eastern section
of the nation. Aside from ephemeral coastal warfare and minor campaigning
in the Red River and Rio Grande valleys, Texas enjoyed relative isolation. The
absence of contestlng armies, wartime emancipation of slaves by roving
Yankee units, and other exigencies felt east of the Mississippi River allowed
for the perpetuation of antebellum norms in the Lone Star State that helped
contribute to the press's optimistic outlook.
The third trend was a marked tendency toward equivocation. The press's
presentation of events at any given point in time was not a static construct;
rather, the press demonstrated a proclivity to change its position based on the
current military situation or the political climate. Although Texas editors
genuinely believed their news to be accurate, it was more important to sustain
public spirit. When continuity clashed with the need to strengthen public
morale, morale wall out This trend can be best demonstrated in the press'
treatment of the generalship of Joseph E. Johnston or the henefit to the
Confederacy of the Lincoln-Johnson ticket. In the case of Johnston's
generalship, the press originally heralded him as the champion of the southern
cause, but once he was removed by the Davis administration, it became
manifest to the press that he was only a champion of misguided tactics.
Additionally in the case of the acceptability of Lincoln's reelection,
throughout the summer the prospect of his reelection was viewed as abhorrent
to everything for which Texans were fighting. but once McClellan disavowed
a peace acceptable to the South, Lincoln was viewed as the preferable
presidential candidate.
In the context of the greater Confederate newspaper culture, the Texas
press was unique, Scholarly consensus, which has invariably looked at the
Eastern press, proffers that public morale was low in the autumn of 1864. An
analysis of Texas press opinion demonstrates that in the case of Texas, morale
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did not deteriorate after the twin debacles of the fall of Atlanta or the reelection
of Lincoln. To the contrary, Texas news coverage demonstrated an acute ability
to minimize misfortune and augment auspicious successes for the net effect of
sustaining spirit. The Texas press offered its readership a generally optimistic
opinion of the state of Confederate affairs as late as the winter of 1865. Indeed,
as the Marshall Texas Republican observed, the autumn of 1864 was "the
brightest era the Confederacy [had] ever known."
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TEXANS TO THE HOME FRONT: WHY LONE STAR
SOLDIERS RETURNED TO TEXAS DURING THE WAR
By Charles Grear
When the Civil War began soldiers from Texas expected a short conflict.
Enlisting in units created to fight far from home was common in the first two
years of the war since the Lone Star State appeared far removed from the war.
These men remained motivated to fight far from their immediate homes for
numerous reasons including personal honor, states rights, slavery, and to protect their old homes in the Southeast. As the confrontation stretched into a second year and then a third, many men wanted to return to Texas, especially
when there was a perceived threat by the Union Army to their homes, wives,
and children. Texans, though highly motivated to fight for the Confederacy,
succumbed to the same despair that many soldiers experienced when the war
threatened to reach the doorstep of their homes. The despair of Texas soldiers
increased for many reasons including the hardships of soldiering, letters from
home detailing the privations of their wives and children, and orders dismounting cavalry units. These reasons had a profound effect on the motivation of
Texans but an interpretation that no historian previously examined is their
desire to return to Texas to defend their hearth and home in the face of an
imminent threat to the Lone Star State. I
Attachments to localities, places where individuals grew up or where their
friends and family members resided, is common throughout the South and
motivated many soldiers throughout the South to fight. Two fine examples of
how this motivation influenced Southern men to fight include units such as the
Eight Georgia Infantry regiment and the "Red River Company" of the
Fourteenth Tennessee Infantry regiment. The men in the Eight Georgia
behaved in the same manner as the Texans when the Union Army threatened
and then occupied their hometown of Rome, Georgia late in the war. Desertion
rates increased when the city fell under the influence of Northern soldiers,
because the war became meaningless to these men since they could no longer
defend their hometown. On the other hand, local attachments had a different
effect on the men of the Fourteenth Tennessee Infantry. They lost their hometowns to the enemy early in the war with the fall of Fort Donelson. When they
reorganized themselves in 1862, the men examined the reasons why they
wanted to remain together as a fighting unit. The men produced a contract
amongst themselves entitled, "'Red River' Company Agreement:' In the document, that the men signed, they outlined their motivation to remain in the
Confederate Army. They continued "to stand together and drive that enemy
from our Childhood homes - from the home of our Fathers and Mothers."
These men welded a strong desire to "remain united and joined as a band of
brothers, honorable representatives of the Old Red River Neighborhood" to
"make an effon in behalf of our Red River homes that will be donned with
honor and credit to us through all ages." They had a strong desire to take back
their hometowns. the only places in the United States they had an attachment.
Charles Grear is an assistaJlt pnifi>ssur of history and teaches at Prairie View A&M Unil·ersity.
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The influence of local attachments extends to the rest of the country, but is the
most pronounced in Texans because of recent migration to the state and the
distances Texans traveled to fight in their old hometowns. 2
When the war started, Texans were heavily influenced by local attachments when they made their decision to fight and the choice of which unit they
would join. Texans who had recently moved to the state viewed their new state
as far removed from the dangers of battles, and thus felt no pressing need for
the immediate defense of their wives and children in Texas. Because there was
no perceived threat to their homes in Texas, such men wanted to return to the
state they had recently left, to defend the town where their parents raised them,
and to defend the extended family they left behind. Motivations for Texas soldiers were very similar to those in the rest of the South with one major difference - they had more than one local attachment. Multiple local attachments
were more pronounced with Texans than residents of the rest of the Confederacy because in the mid-nineteenth-century Texas was a migrant state. The
population of the state grew from 212,592 in 1850 to 1,591,749 in 1880, mostly from migration. These people not only brought themselves and their knowledge, but also more importantly retained their attachments to other locations..
The majority of the migrants came from the Old South, which directly influenced them to return east of the Missis~ippi River to fight in those states. 3
The desire to defend the place of their birth was a significant reas.on many
Texans wanted to fight east of the Mississippi River, but the desire to defend
their newly adopted state when threatened later in the war influenced them to
return to Texas. Though many of the men only lived in Texas for a short time,
they developed attachments to the state through building their homes, starting
families, and establishing farms and businesses. "Back in Tex how I love to
think of my own loved Tcx," wrote J.K. Street of the Ninth Texas Infantry, a
native of Kentucky before moving to Texas, "But what makes it peculiarly dear
to me, is 'The loved ones at home' are there."4 When their adopted state faced
a serious threat to its security in 1863, Texans begin to reprioritize their motivation to fight. No longer was it to protect their extended families east of the
Mississippi River, but to defend their homes and immediate families because
the North finally threatened them. Many requested transfers, resigned commissions, or deserted from their units east of the Mississippi River to join units in
the Trans-Mississippi. The Union menace to Texas in the second half of the
war had a devastating impact on the motivation of Texas soldiers, which they
demonstrated through their actions and many letters home during these
episodes.
The greatest influence for Texans to reprioritize their motivation to fight
revolved around major Confederate defeats in the Trans-Mississippi and the
Western theater. These Confederate defeats became, in the minds of Texans,
threats to the safety and security of Texas. Three battles that had a strong
impact to Texans' morale were Pea Ridge, Galveston, and Vicksburg. These
defeats symbolized a new threat to Texas since they allowed the Union Anny
to encroach closer to their state and cut off the Trans-Mississippi department
from the rest of the Confederacy, making the men feel farther away from Texas
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because of the 105>S of control of the Mississippi River. This new threat sparked
waves of desertion for Texans. 'i
The battle of Pea Ridge disrupted the military plans of Confederates in the
Trans-Mississippl. Fought early in the war, March 7 and 8, 1862. the defeat
allowed the Union Army to secure Missouri and half of Arkansas. This Federal
victory isolated both Kansas and Missouri from the Confederacy and threatened Confederate positions within Arkansas and Indlan Territory. 6 The
Southern defeat at Pea Ridge had a deep effect on the mentality of Texans.
especially those east of the Mississippi River, because it appeared that the
Union Army could threaten to invade Texas.
"Oh!" exclaimed Henry Orr of the TWelfth Texas Cavalry after the battle,
"shall the foul foot of the invader even trace the soil of Texas and bring distress upon its people like they have here! God forbid that they may. I wish I
were on its soil today to give my life if necessary for its defense.'" Writing letters was not the only way Texans cxprcssed their dismay; they also spoke volumes through their actions. Within a month of the defeat at Pea Ridge, J.K.
Street of Terry's Texas Rangers wrote about a wave of desertion in his regiment. "There is still strong talk of dishanding." Street wrote, "1 shouldn't be
surprised if we do and if we do I shall make right for Texas."~
Waves of desertion affected even those Texas units that had recently arrived
in the western theater. Two months after Pea Ridge, John Allen Templeton ofthe
Tenth Texas Cavalry expressed his dismay in a letter to his father:
I think I will be horne In the cour~e of a few months as I am exempt
from military duty according to the new military law. and I am not going to
volunteer so far from home when there will be need for men on the frontier
of Texas and on the coast. I have not found out at what time I will get off hut
be assured that it will be at the earliest period for there is no telling at what
moment the enemy will be spoiling Texas: & if they should get there I want
to be close by. 1 hope that Texas may never he the battling ground for every
thing is laid waste where a large army goes.')

Templeton was not the only Texan in the Tenth Texas Cavalry who wanted to
leave the western theater. Almost a year later his "Cousin Frank says he is
going to work for a transfer and wants me to get one and to go with him. He
intends going to the coast of Texas and get into artillery service. I would be
glad to make such an exchange if I could just get on Texas soil if nothing
else."'fI He continued to pursue his desire to recum to Texas, because according
to him, "nothing would please me better than to get a swap to John5.on's Co.
so then 1 would be where I want to he."11 Even though he wanted to leave the
regiment to return to Texas, he remained east of the Mississippi because "I had
rather meet them here [Corinth, Mississippi) than in Texas as this country is
already ruined." 11 Like all motivations, his willingness to fight outside of Texas
when there was a perceived threat to the state lasted only for a short time.
Other Texans affected by the Confederate defeat at Pea Ridge were the
Sixth Texas Cavalry and its commander Lawrence Sullivan Ross. In June
1862. Ross wrote to his wife, '"Perhaps we who are from Tex and Ark may
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recross the River - God send the great blessings. I am truly sick of this side,
and the vast Army here. We fare much better when off to ourselves. General
Price has gone to Richmond for the purpose, I think, of getting his troops
transferred to the other side of the River again - his men, as well as those from
Texas are not satisfied here. I would give almost any consideration to touch the
West bank of thc Miss River again.'~1l Latcr that month Ross again wrote, "I
feel that I cannot remain from home longer, and if I can not get a leave of
absence, I may resign and return home, & then Enter the service on the West
side of the Miss River."'4 Pea Ridge had an influence on the morale of Ross
and the Texans serving east of the Mississippi River, but that influence was not
nearly as powerful as the effect of later defeats.
On October 5, ]862, the Union Navy established a blockade off Galveston
that worried Texans, both civilian and soldier. Four days later U.S. Marines
captured and occupied the town. It was the first time that Union soldiers had
set foot on Texas soil and directly threatened the interior of the state. Soldiers
from Texas were always concerned about a Union invasion of their state, as
Elijah P. Petty wrote, "My feelings, inclinations and all my yearnings are to be
in Texas if she is invaded. My all is there - All that is near and dear to me is
there and I want to be there to protect it."'5 Even men east of the Mississippi
River kept their attention on Texas. John Wesley Rabb of Terry's Texas
Rangers wrote of the regiment's concern toward the safety of Texas when they
received news of the Federal blockade of Texas ports. "We here it reported in
the regiment that Col. Wharton is going to do his best to get this Regiment sent
back to Texas because the Yanks have come there. The boys want to go back
very much."'f Texans remained vigilant in regard to their state and wanted to
return to protect their loved ones when threatened.
Through letters, Texans outside of the state received news of the Union
invasion and occupation of Texas soil. Elijah P. Petty and the men of the
Seventeenth Texas Infantry heard news of the capture of Galveston and wanted to respond. While in Little Rock, Arkansas, on December 20, 1862, Petty
wrote to his wife in Texas, "I have a good many applications by the boys to he
transferred back to Texas to some of the regiments in that state all of which I
have refused up to this time as a precident of that kind would perhaps take all
my men away as they are all verry anxious to get back to Tcxa.c,; by all means."17
The men of the Seventeenth Texas Infantry wanted the Union Army out of
their state, and wanted somebody, especially themselves, in Texas to protect
their homes and interests. Petty wrote, "it is reported that a part of the Texas
troops here will be sent to Texas ... I hope SO."IH Fears created by the capture
of Galveston reached across the Mississippi. Men in Terry'~ Texas Rangers
received news of the event and expressed their rehef when they heard the
Yankees were driven out of the city. "We have just herd of the recapture of
Galveston by Gen. McGrooder [Magruder]. It does us good to think there is
nary a Yankey foot on Texas soil."J4
Pea Ridge and Galveston had a deep impact on the morale of all Texans
serving outside of the state, but these battles did not have as big an impact as
the fall of Vicksburg, Mississippi. Vicksburg was important for both the Union
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and Confederacy. Abraham Lincoln stated the importance of the city and its
significance for the Trans-Mississippi. "Let us get Vicksburg and all that country is. ours. The war can never be brought to a close until that key is in our
pocket."2U The Mississippi River was key to controlling the far west. The Union
Army recognized this fact since the river was a major component to their strategy for winning the war, inspired by Winfield Scott's Anaconda Plan. Like the
large snake, the Union Army and Navy would work in concert to squeeze the
life out of the Confederacy by establishing a blockade on the Southern coast
and splitting the nation in half by controlling the Mississippi River. Vicksburg
was the last stronghold for the Confederacy in the Mississippi River. Without
Vicksburg, the Union Navy would not have control of the Mississippi. 21
The Mississippi River, though strategically important to both sides, was
especially vital to the Texans. Texans realized the importance of the Gibraltar
of the West and were willing to defend it. "We are looking anxiously for the
result of the movements against Vicksburg," wrote Khleber Miller Van Zandt
from Port Hudson, Louisiana in February 1863. Other Texans felt the same.
Upon hearing the news of a possible transfer from Louisiana to Vicksburg,
Petty of the Seventeenth Texas Infantry wrote, "If at Vicksburg we can stab the
enemy to the heart or some other vital point, the hand that is laid upon Texas
will paralize so that where ever the most service can be done is the place for
me."12 Texans recognized Vicksburg's importance as an obstacle to the Union
Army. As long as it remained in Confederate control the Union would not
devote a large army to invade Texas.
To Texans, the Mississippi River was an important psychological barrier.
As long as the Confederacy controlled the river it was a bulwark between Texas
and the bulk of the Union Army. A Texan wrote, "Our lines once broken,
whether on the Mississippi or the Arkansas, or the Red River, would have
thrown open the approach to the invasion of Texas, by an ever alert and powerful foe."2J Once the Mississippi River fellundcr the control of the Union Army,
Texans began to fear a Northern invasion into their state. Dr. John Claver
Brightman of the Eighteenth Texas Cavalry worried about a possible Union
invasion of Texas. In a letter to his mother and friends still in his hometown he
advised them on how best to protect themselves from roving Yankees. "If the
Yanks should come to Texas," Brightman wrote, "drive all the negroes before
you and bum everything as you go, to destroy their subsistence on the country.
Gather yourselves together and form bands and companies so as not to let them
scatter out in small robbing parties like they have done in this country."24
Though not cutting off all communication between the East and the transMississippi, the Confederate defeat at Vicksburg did affect the amount of mail
leaving and entering Texas. Van Zandt "had much rather they were below than
above [Port HudsonJ." He added, "1 don't like having our communication with
Red River cut off."2, Van Zandt again wrote a few days later to his wife complaining about the lack of letters she wrote him. "I am consequently getting
anxious to hear from you again. The fault must be in the mail as no one has
had a letter from home since then. I am afraid that our letters will be very slow
in passing to & fro as long as the Gunboats are in the river between here and
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Vicksburgh."26 Finally, one month later, Van Zandt gave up and accepted the
inevitable. "I presume our mail will be very irregular so long as the 'Feds' are
between US."21

If partial Union control of the Mississippi hindered communication with
Texas, complete Federal dominance, e~tablished by the fall of Vicksburg,
would cut it off entirely. Jeremiah Caddell of the Fourth Texas Infantry commented, "Viseburg [Vicksburg] had fell in to the hands of the Yankie's and
there is a bad chance for letters to pass hut I hope there will be someway to
pass them threw."2~ Caddell was correct and it had a significant impact on the
morale of the Texans. "OUT communication with Texas," M.K. Simmons
wrote, "is entirely cutoff & it's a great drawback to my happiness." A few days
later Simmons continued, "I really feel lost since the mail with Texas has
stopped."29 Andrew J. Fogle, of the Ninth Texas Infantry, elaborated on the
effects of the loss of the Mississippi River, a month after the fall of Vicksburg.
"I dont think hard of you as their is no mail a gain a crose the river and the
only way that 1 can send them by Privet conveyence,"3(l Texans felt the impact
of being cut off from their homes,
The lack of communication with their homes demorahzed the Texans. Van
Zandt knew that the fall of Vicksburg would dishearten Texans, both in the
army and back home. "I suppose the fall of Vicksburg and the consequent possession of the whole of the Miss. River by the Feds made you all feel pretty
blue, did it not? And so it would many of us I judge, if we had time to think
about it much. It is indeed a dark hour to us, but I am not at all disheartened
or cast down,"31 Less than five months later he wrote to his wife from
Chattanooga, "I shall take steps to get away from here as soon as practicable.
If 1 don't succeed in one way I will try an other. If the Seety of War will grant
it then I will go to Texas under his orders, but if he disapproves then I shall
have to adopt some other measures, either to get a leave of absence or resign.
I would not have any hesitancy about resigning, and would adopt it as the least
objectionable course to pursue."32 Vicksburg had a huge impact on the morale
of Texans in every theater of the war. Desertion increased throughout the
Confederate Army after the simultaneous defeats at Vicksburg and Gettysburg,
but to Texans, Vicksburg had a stronger effect because with the loss of control
of the Mississippi River, the enemy now blocked their way home. 33
Cut off from home, Texans, especially those fighting east of the
Mississippi, began to desert. After the fall of Vicksburg, dozens of men in the
Ninth Texas Cavalry returned to Texas. James C. Bates wrote from Vernon,
Mississippi on September 3, 1863, "about 30 men have deserted the Brigade
within the last two weeks - ten of them from myoId co.... The men of this
Brig are very much dissatisfied & want to get west of the Miss. I look for more
desertions as soon as we move from here. They are not tired of the war but of
this state & they have reason to be.":4 The men, distraught about the threat to
Texas, wanted to leavc Mississippi. Some of the men simply returned to their
homes, but many joined other units in the Trans-Mississippi. Bates in a letter
explained this occurrence to his mother. "You will probably hear before this
reaches you of the desertions in this Regt. ,. , Saying they will enter the service
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on that side of the river does paliate their offense, but it is on the other hand, an
aggravation of it.",5 Though he did not react in the same manner as his men,
Bates had the same feelings of dismay about the loss of Vicksburg. He summarized his feelings and those of the men when he wrote. "My military aspirations
have been long since satisfied & since Texas is threatened I would sooner than
not return home:'}6 Bates and the men of the Ninth that remained behind
believed that the government would transfer the unit to the Trans-Mississippi
once enough men deserted its ranks. They did not get their wish. '7
Texans in other units cast of the Mississippi River expressed their concerns about a vulnerable Texas, Maurice Kavanaugh Simmons of the Second
Texas Infantry that surrendered in Vicksburg, resigned his commission to fight
under General 10hn B. Magruder in Texas. Simmons wrote, "I joined the service in 1861: was a member of the Second Regiment of Texas Infantry: and
expected to continue in service 'till the war should end, but three years ahsence
from home has produced many changes. The Wolf [Union Army] is at my door
& I have but one Leg with whieh to repel him."}6 The Union threat appeared
imminent. and Simmons had to protect his home state. Others in the Second
Texas Infantry decided to leave Vicksburg immediately after it fell because
they did not want wait for the Confederate Army to exchange Union prisoners
for them. Men such as J.H. Cravey just wanted to return to Texas. He "\!fate,
"Myself brother Bill and Silvester Head we puld out to ourselves. We got to
the river all right .. ." built a raft and "Findla [Finallyl we got over the river all
right we felt like birds let out of a cage. We was on our way home."V)
Other units experienced the demoralizing effect of the loss of Vicksburg.
In a letter to his sweetheart, Andre"v 1. Fogle of the Ninth Texas Infantry wrote,
"they have got now the most of our importante plases now and if they ceap on
like they have bin for the last twelve monthes on little Confedrecy will go Up."~1
By Oetober 1863, without any ~uceess in recapturing Vicksburg, Fogle also
wrote about desertion in his regiment for the first time during the war,
According to Fogle, "their has bin severl that has Deserted from our Regiment
That is one thing that I nevr expect to do: there is sever! more talks of Deserting
we had one to leave our complley at that was Sipe bush."~' By November of that
year, desertion became a major problem in the regiment. Even the men sent
back to Texas to gather deserters used the opportunity to leave the cisMississippi . .Jesse P. Bates in a letter to his wife noted, "I am in hopes that
James Hooten will act more honorable than many that has gone to Texas and
has not returned."~2 The Third Texas Cavalry experienced increased desertion in
the fall of 1863, because of the threat to their home and family in Texas,~l
Vicksburg's fall even affected Texans with the strongest connections outside of Texas - Hood's Texas Brigade, Terry's Texas Rangers, and Ross's
Texas Brigade. Men in these units had a strong desire to protect their old
hometowns, but the idea that Texas was vulnerable influenced the men to
change their priorities from defending the unprotected homes of their early life
to protecting their homes of the future. James Henry Hendrick of the First
Texas Infantry wrote from Virginia, "Our hrigade sent a petition to Governor
MUlTah askIng him to use his influence to get the brigade across the
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Mississippi River."4-I Another man wrote, "all I wish is I wish I was in Texas."4<
Even the most celebrated and proud of the Texas units succumbed to the fears
of losing their home state.
Once the Texans realil.cd that they would not receive a transfer to the
Trans-Mississippi. they found other ways to get what they wanted. William H.
Lewis, a member of the Fifth Texas Infantry, wrote to his mother in early
August 1863, "I am very tired of all this and I have written to Uncle Albert to
procure me a substitute at any price. I am fully aware that if I get one, a great
howl will be sent up by various people at home and perhaps, it may not accord
with your ideas of patriotism but I cant help that, and pennit me to say not of
yours but others opinion that I care less, .. When I get there, I shall repose for
a month or two and then I shall join some cavalry Co_ Or Regt where I can see
an easy time of it the halam:e of this unhappy struggle,"46 Other men had even
less-honorable reactions. According to A.B. Hood of the Fifth Texas Infantry,
"many from our Brigade arc deserting."47 Similarly, Jeremiah Caddell of the
Fourth Texas Infantry penned, "There is a good many of the hoys in this
Brigade will take what they call a Frent:h furlough and come home."~8
Men serving in Terry's Texas Rangers were no strangers to the demoralizing effects of being cut off from Texas. George Washington Littlefield
expressed his desires to return to Texas in a letter to his wife at the end of July
1863. "Oh how mutch I w'ish I was only off for Texas. My hean would be filled
with overllowing joy ... Just to think that I was off for my home in Texas."49
After the fall of Vicksburg, Littlefield and other Texans desired to get back to
Texas to defend their state, homes, and loved ones.
Demoralization affected not only Texans serving east of the Mississippi
River but many in the Trans-Mississippi as well. Men of the Twenty-eighth
Texas Cavalry, serving in Louisiana, became dispirited with the combination
of the fall of Vicksburg and homesickness. Nor were they alone. Other Texans
in Louisiana experienced the same demoralization. Dr. John Claver Brightman
of the Eighteenth Texas Cavalry explained the importance of Vicksburg and
the control of the Missis~ippi River to his brother just after the major
Confederate defeats at hoth Vicksburg and Port Hudson:
One thing is certain: It is going to have the most demorali7ing effect of
anything that has occurred during the war. You can hear the expression every
day by our men that we have 'gone up the SPOUl.' They have lost confidence
in our officers on the other side of the Missi~o;;ippi River. They all think as I
do, that rather than Jet those pieces fall, of so much importance to the entire
country this side of the Mississippi, that Gens_ Bragg. Johnson. Beaureganle,
and if nccessary. Lee, should have combined their forces and cut their way
througb and provisioned the two fortifications. They certainly were of much
more importance to the Confederacy than the seat of the Government
(Richmond, Va.) The Confederate soldiers may rally again, and take some
other stand, but [ don't see what stand they can take to bring hack in two
years of hard tighting. the same or as good position as they have had. and
have now lost. It i~ discouraging in the extreme to think about.

Brightman continued to write about the prospects that he would return to
Texas. He wrote, "There is a rumor that our regiment will be called back to
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Texas, and if it is so, the order will be soon issued, OUf colonel is no\\' in Texas
on leave, and wants to go hack very much. If an order can be secured, he will
have it issued."~0
With continual loses and subsequent Union atLempts to invade the Lone

Star State with the Red River Campaign and an invasion through Brownsville,
Texas the last year and a half of the war, Texans' morale did not recover but
continued to plummet until they surrendered in 1865. Men continued to desert
on both sides of the river. Cavalrymen in Parson's Texas Brigade, in the closing year of the war, became very disenchanted. According to le. Morriss, "1
think I will get to he of no accounts as a soldier for when a soldiers sets his
head to go home. I have noticed, that they are no account until they do get to
go, and I have got my head set homeward and I will never be satisfied until T
get there."s, Other men in the brigade had similar feeling. "The boys are very
impatient and in great suspense," As George W. Ingram wrote to his wife,
"They have their heads set homewards and many are determined to go orders
or no orders. I hope that we may be ordered to go very soon and that no one
will disgrace themselves."\l
Texans even began to protest openly any rumor they heard ahout receiving orders to transfer east of the Mississippi River. lE. Harrison wrote to his
son that there were "muttered protests over the proposed crossing of the
Mississippi developed into stubborn opposition in August, 1864, among members of both infantry divisions who preferred to serve in defense of their home
states. Two hundred men of PoIginac's division deserted & Harrison admitted
that 'there has been a greadcal of excitement in my Brigade. I have lost 123
deserted, [who J wont cross the River. There are many others who dis likc it
extremely:'5.; Other Texans, such as Joseph David Wilson, had no desire to
cross the river. Wilson wrotc to his sister, "they think we will have to cross the
Mississippi River but I do not know whether we will have to cross the river or
not but J hope we will not have to crosS."'4 With the threat of the collapse of
the Confederacy Texas soldiers' morale plunged.
Men even surrendered to the Union Army to avoid crossing the river. Late

in the war, James C. Bates was sent to Texas to round up deserters from the
Ninth Texas Cavalry. Bates discovered even after he rounded up the deserters
that once they reached the river they would leave him for Texas again or, as a
lieutenant and three privates did, they "went to a gun hoat to be paroled:'~~ As
the war progressed, Texans became increasingly hesitant to leave the state and,
more important, reluctant to cross the barrier of the Mississippi River.
Texans east of the river became extremely dispirited in the closing months
of the war. Feeling helpless, the men bided their time with thoughts of family
and home. In early November 1864 Edward Thomas Broughton II of the
Seventh Texas Infantry penned his dismay at still serving in the western theater. "I am determined to come home this winter," he wrote in a letter to his
wife Mollie, "and when I get west of the Mississippi, I intend to stay there."
Later in his letter, Broughton expressed his tme reasons for wanting to leave:
"1 have no dreams of ambition to be fulfilled and expect happiness in the future
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in the bosom of my family only."\6 Every motivation that drew him into the war
dissipated and only one thought remained in his mind, to go home and protect
his wife and family from the inevitable Yankee invasion.
Other Texans in the East, such as Rufus King Felder of the Fifth Texas
Infantry, had only one goal at the end of the war: to get back to Texas. "We
have been using every exertion in our power to have the brigade transferred or
furloughed to Texas this winter."~7 In the last few months, the desertion rate of
the remaining Texans in the east increased. A good example is the Terry's
Texas Rangers. In mid-January 1865, the Eighth Texas Cavalry mustered 550
men, When the regiment surrendered four months later, it numbered only
175.~H By time the war ended, Texans had no desire to fight for the
Confederacy; they cared only for their homes and families back in Texas.
Many aspects and events of the war influenced the motivation of Texans_
The hardships of war, letters from home, and major Union victories that threatened the Lone Star State demoralized Texans, Though demoralized, they continued to fight, and relatively few deserted. Desertion only became a major
problem in Texans units with Union victories that directly threatened Texas,
especially Vicksburg. Vicksburg not only cut-off Texans from communicating
with their families in Texas, but also dissolved the psychological barrier of the
Mississippi River. Once the Federals controlled the river Texans feared that
their state would be vulnerable to invasion. Since Texas became exposed to the
Federals, the motivation of Texans to defend their extended families and old
hometowns east of the river became less important than defending their immediate families and current homes. In response, they deserted their units so they
could return to Texas and defend its borders and protect their families from the
depredations that other Southerners had had to endure.
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LONE STAR PRIDE: THE GOOD-DOUGLAS
TEXAS BATTERY, CSA 1861-1865
By Andrew F Lang

Although Texas was removed from most of the fighting in the Civil War,
soldiers from the Lone Star State witnessed and participated in many key battles. Some 25,000 men from Texas voluntarily signed up for Confederate duty
during 1861. The majority of them remained in the Trans-Mississippi Theater
of the war, but some crossed the Mississippi River and participated in somc of
the fiercest fighting ever to occur on American soil. Most of those who traveled
east of the river had never left their hometowns, much less their home-stare, and
went to what seemed like another world. One small group of these Texan
Confederates formed a prominent artillery battery known as the Good-Douglas
Texas BatLery (re-named Douglas' Texas Battery in I R62). Fonned by John J.
Good of Dallas and James P. Douglas of Tyler, the battery gained notoriety at
Pea Ridge and then fought gallantly at Richmond, Kentucky, Mmfreesboro,
Chickamauga, Chattanooga. Atlanta, and Nashville, winning glory as the only
artillery battery from Texas to fight east of the Mississippi River. l
Good and Dougla"i, the two men who formed the battery, were not native
Texans. Rather, they came from average middle-class families from Mississippi
and South Carolina respectively. Good prized the "displays and pomps of a soldier's life," and on March 12, 1859, organized a group of thirty-five resident
Dallas men in his own private battery in the Texas militia. The fact that the battery consisted of very prominent individuals in Dallas make it safe to assume
that the battery was more of a "social club" than an active military unit. In state
service the unit was called the Dallas Light Artillery Battery.2
Seeing the "demand that would be made upon the Southern people in the
approaching contlict," John Good accepted a Captain's commission from
Texas governor Edward Clark on April 20, J 861. and was ordered to San
Antonio for state military service. When he returned to DaJJas from his service in late spring, a second commission was awaiting Good, only this time it
was from the Confederate government in Montgomery. Alabama, ordering him
to raise a company for Confederate artillery duty. Good immediately began
recruiting his battery that would serve as the fIrst Confederate command to be
formed from Dallas County. The battery was to consist of six artillery pieces
including two howitzers, horses, caissons, and appropriate amounts of ammunition. As a part of the commission that Good received from the Confederate
government, a second fifty-man unit was to be raised in Tyler, Texa'i, under the
command of James P. Douglas, who, like Good, had led a small local battery
before the war began.'
The Good-Douglas Battery thus originated in a manner typical of batteries
in the Civil War. The men who organized the batteries had little military experience; the men they commanded had even less. Those commanding the batteries were usually the ones who fonned the unit and were voted to lead by their
Andrew F. Lang is a graduate student at the University of North Texas.
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comrades. In addition, those who led the battery knew very little about military
drilL For example, John Good, when he fonned the DaBas Light Artillery
Battery in 1859, trained and drilled his men from an artillery manual:~
These two artillery companies were then ordered to combine into one
force during the early part of the summer of 1861 in Colonel Elkanah Greer's
Third Texas Cavalry, a unit serving under General Bcn McCulloch. Greer was
responsible for seeing that the Good-Douglas Battery. plus ten cavalry companies formed fmm all over the state. would rendezvous in Da1las tn the summer
of 1861 and then march north to join McCulloch's Army of the West in
Arkansas.'
Just before James Douglas's company met with the rest of Greer's men in
Dallas, the men in the battery received a fond farewell from the residents of
Tyler. Standing on the courthouse lawn on June 10, the ladies of the town presented the battery with a flag that most of the townspeople had pitched in to
create. After saying their good-byes, Douglas's men left for Dallas on June 14.6
Meanwhile, in Dallas, Col. Greer was preparing for the departure of his entire
unit, the Third Texas Cavalry, the outfit that the Good-Douglas Battery would
serve in throughout the first year of the war. When Duuglas's men arrived in
Dallas, they found a town bu~tling with the excitement of war. The two
artillery units finally had the chance to come together, and the 100-man GoodDouglas Texas Battery was now fonncd. Camping at John Good's residence
one mile outside of Dallas, the unit soon received orders to move to Arkansas
with Col. Greer and the rest of the cavalry unit. Therefore, on June 13, 1861
when the first list of officers of the battery was complete it read as follows:
Captain John 1. Good, Lieutenant James P. Douglas, and Second Lieutenants
Alfred Davis, James Boren, and William Harriss.;
The demographic aspect of the battery was what could be expected of the
Civil War generation. The average age of the original volunteers was twentysix, which was three year~ old~r than the average age of their eomrade& in the
Third Texas Cavalry. Naturally, the vast majority of the volunteers claimed
&outhcm states a-; their birthplace, however, seven memhers, before moving to
Texas, were born in northern states. One individuaL Peter Spanberg, was born
in Norway and moved to Texas in the decade prior to the Civil War. They pursued a wide-variety of occupations including lawyer, the editor of the t).Jler
Repar/cr, printer, student, farmer, and merchant. Furthermore, the men came
from all realms of the economic spectrum: twenty-four percent were in the
lowest class (real and personal property valued at less than $5(0); sixty-four
percent were included in the middle class (real and personal property between
$500 and $19,999); and twelve percent were in the wealthy class (real and personal property wealth over $20,OOO).x
The time that Col. Greer allotted in Dallas was mostly spent waiting for
the arrival of the cavalry unit's materials and ammunition from the recently
captured Federal garrison in San Antonio. With these materials, Greer was
especially anxious to receive the cannon for the artillery unit that the
Confederate government ordered to serve. Finally. toward the middle of July~
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three freight wagons from San Antonio arrived with the unit's supplies. The
materials induded tents, camping gear, nearly 2,000 pistols, and other assorted anTIs. As Greer expected, the prize of the delive:ry included four six-pound
cannons designated solely for Good's battery. The time had now come for the
battery to march north into the war. 9
At the lime the Good-Douglas battery was preparing to leave with ten
companies of Col. Greer's Third Texas Cavalry, news came from Missouri that
described build-ups by Union and Confederate forces. Thus, General
McCulloch began requesting that Greer move quickly to the nonh. lO When the
men marched north from Texas, their tirst destination was Fort Smith,
Arkansas, where the unit would attach to McCulloch's army to engage in operations. Just after leaving Dallas, James Douglas wrote his girlfriend back in
Tyler that, "I am under the opinion we will all be at home by the first of
November."11 Like most optimists of the time, Douglas was expressing the
same sentiment that many others in both North and South were feeling regarding their beliefs of a very short conflict.
As the battery marched out of Texas, the fIrst obstacle of the war came not
on the battlefield, but rather in a river. As Greer's unit was crossing the Red
River into the Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma), the river began to rise,
and Good nearly lost a significant portion of his equipment. He was extremely proud, however, of the courage his men showed during the incident and
wrote home stating, "Lincoln's forces may kilL but fhe] can never conquer
such boyS."J1 Good himself greatly disliked Abraham Lincoln and the Union
"cause" and. moreover, had always been against highly centrali7ed powerful
governments. As far as he was concerned, this was the type of democracy that
Lincoln was promoting. Even in the days before the war when Good practiced
law, he had been as one man described him, "a faithful sentinel on the watchtower of public Iiberty."u The situation that the country was in at the time
allowed Good the opportunity to tight for his beliefs on the battlefield rather
than the courtroom, for a cause he was certain to be just. On the route to Fort
Smith, Arkansas, Good remained positive and told his wife that when times
were tough and whcn it crossed his mind that he might not ever return home,
·'when the character of service and glorious cause are considered, the recompense is ample."J4- James Douglas, not knowingly. finished his captain's sentiment when he stated that the hardships of war were worth the effort so his
loved ones ·'might enjoy the sweets of freedom." It seems quite evident from
this statement that the men in the battery were mOTC than willing to fight and
die for a cau~e in which they so deeply believed. I '
As the batte1)r, along with Greer's cavalry, continued to move north, anxious feelings began to creep into the men's minds. Indeed, like many soldiers
of the time, the men of Good's battery were worried that the war would be over
by the time they reached a battle. Good himself therefore, was eagerly preparing to come into contact with the "abolitionists," his tcrm for the Northern
army.lb During the march to Fort Smith, half ofthc Good-Douglas battery reinforced Greer's advance guard, while the other part remained with the rest of
the Third Texas, and by the first of August, Greer's Cavalry reached their des-
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tination at Fort Smith. Immediately upon their arrival, Greer's men received a
level of hospitality that thoroughly amazed them. The women in the town had
formed a "Ladies Association" for the purpose of aiding the sick and injured
from the journey as well as providing warm food and a comfortable place to
sleep. Good's men considered this their finest treatment since leaving home,
and Good himself had the ladies sew stripes to his pants and mend two of his
shirts. The Southern cause, he believed, benefited greatly by having women of
this nature on its side. 17
For the Third Texas Cavalry, the stay in Fort Smith was short, as
McCulloch summoned them for a quick advance into Missouri to join wiLh his
army. The Good-Douglas battery. however, had orders to remain behind in Fort
Smith because of inadequate transp(}ftation. Greer's fast-paced and forced
marches into Arkansas had taken a toll on the battery's horses. rendering them
useless. During some parts of the march, Good and his men had the responsibility of moving the cannon and caissons themselves rather than relying on
horsepower, Moreover, the rough terrain through the Indian Territory damaged
a portion of the battery's equipment, creating a need for repairs. Colonel Greer
assigned Captain Good the command of the remainder of the Third Texas left
at Fort Srnith.l~ Greer then departed, continued north to meet McCulloch, and
on August 13, 1861, Good and his men received word of the Confederate victory at the battle of Wilson's Creek three days earlier. Upon hearing the joyous news of the triumph, Good ordered a cannon salute in honor of General
McCulloch. McCulloch had won a victory at Wilson's Creek, but his failure to
pursue the Federal forces and ultimately defeat them led to a five-month campaign dodging various Union detachments.l~
Although Good's battery was absent at Wilson's Creek, the training the
battery received and the opportunity to rest was priceless, as the months ahead
would require all the strength the men could muster. The days spent in camp
at Fort Smith were rather typical for most artillery batteries throughout the
war. James Douglas described such a day in one of his many wartime letters.
Waking at daybreak and attending roll call shortly thereafter. members of the
battery were assigned various tasks prior to breakfast such as feeding and
watering the horses and preparing the cannon for drill service, which usually
lasted several hours. The early afternoon consisted of a hearty lunch and an
opportunity to write home or sleep. Drilling continued throughout the late
afternoon and the carly eYening. Life in an artillery camp was "after all, not so
miserable and not devoid of pleasure." Life of th1s nature would continue for
several more months, while the battery waited eagerly for their time to enter
the fray. During the stay in Fort Smith, huwever, Private Lewis J. Hawks died
on August 15, 1861 as a result of an unknown disease. Hawks was the first
member of the Good-Douglas Battery to die during the war.!11
By early November 1861, Union General John C. Fremont's incompetence in the Trans-Mississippi earned him removal by President Lincoln. This
allowed McCulloch's men an easier state of mind as winter approached, and
on December 6, the Army of the West took winter quarters near Bentonville,
Arkansas. 2J McCulloch would remain in this general vicinity in Arkansas and
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southern Missouri until the spring campaigns commenced in 1862. This time
was beneficial, however, as battery Private James Lunsford remembered the
importance of rest the men had earned from the long marches throughout the
previous summer months. He reminisced on the opportunity to live in wann
quarters and eat warm food, which resulted in a pleasant lifestyle on the front.
The battery members' wives helped the men as well, by coming together and
making quilts and blankets for the soldiers during the cold winter momhs. 11
Throughout the winter, the Army of the West remained dormant. awaiting
marching orders for the spring. Life in the camp was "monotonous and
[dragged] on heavily," as Private Sam Thompson remembered in his journal.
Men in the battery often played practical jokes on one another to pass the time.
The battery lost its second member when young Robert Erwin contracted a
cold and in short time developed pneumonia as a result of the harsh Arkansas
winter. The disease could not be contained, and Erwin died just after the new

year in January 1862.1J
General Ben McCulloch led the Tcxas troops, including Good's battery,
into battle at Pea Ridge in the early dawn hours of March 7, 1862. After the
long months of anticipation and enthusiasm about fighting, the green soldiers
in the battery were suddenly, but naturally, overcome with nervous feelings of
anxiety. Moreover, like many men in the Army of the West, they had had little
sleep in the cold weather and only miniscule amounts of food to prepare for
the action. 24 During the first part of the battle, the Good-Douglas Battery was
assigned to McCulloch's division that directly attacked toward the right side of
the Union lines commanded by General Samuel Curtis. The fighting in this
area was south of the Elkhorn Tavern in an area known as Leetown.2~
Even though the "Smith County boys fought like Trojans," one member
of the battery was killed on the final day of the hattle. Twenty-year old Charles
Erwin died manning his gun during the artillery exchanges on March 8.
Charles was the brother of Robert Erwin who had died from pneumonia in
January 1862, and the second of three brothers in the battery. The GoodDouglas unit to this point only had two deaths in the entire battery; however,
they both came from the same Tyler family. Moreover, among the injured was
fourteen-year old William Wilson who joined the battery as it marched through
Fayetteville, Arkansas three days earlier. Wilson lost a leg on the final day of
the combat.l~
As Good's men hurriedly retreated from the Pea Ridge battlefield they
accidentally left behind a beautifully sewn silk battle flag presented by the
ladies of Dallas. The flag was subsequently retrieved by a Federal battery from
Missouri. claiming the prize in the name of the United States/1 As the GoodDouglas Battery was one of the last Confederate units from the Army of the
West to leave the field, John Good described for his wife what he saw: "It is a
perfect myracle that any of us ever came out. .. the ground is literally ploughed
up with cannon balls and shell. .. God forbid J shall ever again see such a sight."
Good was greatly affected at the outcome of his first battle. after having the
responsibility of the many lives under him. Concluding months of waiting for
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the thrill of combat, Good summarized most of the battery's sentiment in terms
of exhaustion, frustration, and anger at the aftermath. The hint of hatred was the
overtone of a letter he sent his wife two weeks after the battle:
"I was once tender hearted. Sue. and expect to be so again when peace
sheds her genial influence over the land, but on the field I had no more feeling for the dead [Yankee!;] than so many hogs. I did not budge from my
course to avoid running them over them. Confound them. I wish they were
all dead and hope to have the pleasure of assisting soon in executions
again."211

James Douglas echoed these emotions one-year later, offering his personal
philosophy of war in general: "How wicked a creature is man. Did you ever
think of it - that man is the only creature that attempts the destruction of his own
race? The tiger wilt take the deer, the wolf will [slay] the sheep, the hawk may
prey upon the dove, and the eagle upon the lark, but with their kindred they hold
perpetual truce, and it is left for man alone of all animals to slay his brother."29
Despite the change in the battery's sentiment and mind-set, they had performed admirably in the face of danger and the loss of life. For the majority of
those in the Good-Douglas Battery, Pea Ridge represented the beginning of a
long road ahead. The Civil War would endure fOT another two and a half years,
and the men in the battery would have a front-row seat to witness the greatest
amount of destruction in United States history.
By April 27, 1862, the battery was officially stationed at Corinth,
Mississippi, under the command of General Joseph Hogg's Texas Brigade.
The men had apparently recovered from the emotional hangover from the
fighting at Pea Ridge and were once again looking forward to a fight, one that
most thought would take place any day at Corinth. Good was very keen to the
prospect of a fight, writing his wife, my life is a sacrifice for the good of the
country." Although the men of Good's battery looked forward to another battle, the reality was that Confederate commanders were determined to put the
battery in reserve and use it only in a dire situation. w While the army remained
idle, the men kept a watchful eye on the developing situation in the eastern theater. Sam Thompson recalled that the fate of '\mr cause may be determined
this spring." Compounded with events in the east, the Confederates learned of
the grim news of the loss of New Orleans. The Texans were especially downcast because correspondence with home would obviously be challenged, by
having the largest southern city now under Union control and the entire
Mississippi River threatened with closure. 3l
LL

While in Corinth, many men in the Confederate Army were stricken with
illness. Soldiers suffered es.pecially from typhoid and dysentery due to the
squalid water supply. Many members of the battery suffered alongside others
in the army, including Privates J.W. Webb and J.E Kinnard. Both men would
be discharged from the army by June, however, Kinnard never fully recovered
from his diseases and died the following winter. John Good was also among
the sick. having developed a pulmonary disease that eventually led to his death
later in life. Within the camp, two brigade surgeons advised Good that staying
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in the field would be detrimental to his healthY Consequently, lohn 1. Good
submitted his resignation papers to the Confederate government on May 10,
1862, the same day the battery was due to reorganize its command structure.
There were mixed feelings about Good's departure, however,
Surprisingly, James Douglas had never been fond of Good, and might have
taken joy in his leaving the battery. Douglas apparently felt that there was a
rivalry between the two leaders and almost resigned his position in December
1861, partly due to the "uninterestlng" style of Good's command. Moreover,
Douglas confided that Good "has not acted toward me as a brother officer
should." Perhaps Douglas's attitude stemmed from the fact that Good was
elected to the captain's position at the beginning of the war, because it can be
argued that Douglas did almost as much as Good in seeing that the battery was
formed.'J
John Good's acquaintances in the Texas state government, however,
viewed his resignation in a different manner. Some wrote to Jefferson Davis
immediately after Good's departure imploring the Confederate president to
promote Good as Brigadier General in the Provisional Army of the
Confederacy. They wrote that Good was "among the first to declare for
Southern Independence, and also one of the first to buckle on his annor and
take the field in defense of our rights." It is unclear whether or not Davis did
offcr Good the position, but it is known that Good was not able to escape the
war completely, as he accepted a position as "Judge ln the Military Court
attached to Licut Genl J.C. Pemberton's Corps," in Mississippi, Alabama. and
Georgia. \.1
In any case, when the battery re-enlisted for service in the Confederate
army for two more years and reorganlzed its command structure, James P.
Douglas was unanimously elecled Captain, James Boren First Lieutenant, John
Bingham Second Lieutenant, and Ben Hardin Third Lieutenant. For the remainder of the war, the battery would be called Douglas' Texas Battery and was
reduced to a fourNgun unit from its previous six-gun command. boasting two
six-pound smoothbores and two twelve-pound howitzers. After the reorganization of the battery, it became attached to the Army of the Mississippi. \1 The
army moved to Tupelo, Mississippi, on May 25, and in June Braxton Bragg
assumed command. Bragg then began developlng plans to combine his army
with Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith's Army of East Tennessee in mid-July. for a
probable invasion of Kentucky. Bragg left about half of his force in Mis~issjppj
under Van Dorn's command, while taki ng the other sizable portion to Tennessee
and ultlmately Kentucky. Douglas' Texas Bauery was taken with Bragg, moving the Dallas and Smith County boys farther to the east and from home. J6
Once the command of Braxton Bragg and Edmund Kirby Smith united as
one army, the Anny of Kentucky, Douglas' Texas Battery was assigned to Major
General John McCown's division, ultimately under Smith's command. Ry midAugust, this newly fonned Confederate anny was prepared for the invasion of
Kentucky. Prior to the invasion, Bragg told his soldiers, HIt is for you to decide
whether our brothers and sisters of Tennessee and Kentucky shall remain bond-
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men and bondwomen of the Abolition tyrant or be restored to the freedom inherited from their fathers."3 James Douglas could directly relate to the "fathers"
Bragg spoke of, as Douglas' grandfather had fought in the American Revolution
in George Washington's army for the duration of the war.J~
7

As the end of August came, Smith's army began the march into the
Bluegrass State, with Douglas' Battery now under the command of Patrick
Cleburne's division. The army encountered an inexperienced Union force under
the leadership of General William Nelson at Richmond, Kentucky. near the geographic location of Big Hill. A few days prior to the encounter with 110lthern
troops, the battery, marching with the infantry, had difficulty in keeping pace
because of the arduous marches from Tennessee into Kentucky. As a result,
Douglas allowed his men the luxury of riding aboard the gun carriages and caissons. Tn response, General Preston Smith ordered Douglas' immediate arrest for
violating command rules. The arrest was overturned by Kirby Smith, who did
not want the battery to commence the upcoming battle without their captain. 14
On August 29, Smith launched his attack against William Nelson's green
troops. Patrick Cleburne's division, of which Douglas' Battery was assigned,
advanced toward Richmond, Kentucky. and by the end of the day positioned his
batteries, along with Douglas' unit, with a company of sharpshooters. At dawn
on the 30th, Cleburne resumed the advance on the Federal troops, ordering the
Second Brigade and Douglas' Texas Battery to the front to lead the movement.
Approaching the small town of Kingston, Cleburne spotted the Federals along
the left and right sides of the Richmond Road 500-600 yards ahead. The Union
batteries were in the front, thereby allowing Cleburne to place Douglas' Texas
Battery in the center of the Confederate line on a hill overlooking the Federal
opponent. 40 Cleburne ordered Douglas' section to open fire at R:OO a.m., beginning an artillery exchange that would last nearly two hours before rcinforce~
ments arrived. As the hattery settled on the high ground overlooking the
Richmond Road, the two twelve-pound howitzers commanded by It. Boren's
section and the two six-pound guns under Lt. Bingham provided Cleburne with
the support he needed in advancing his line,41
The Union battery opposing Douglas' unit contained twelve guns, offering a challenge to the Texans, "creating music [fromJ lhe two batteries [that]
rose to the grandeur of the battle." Combining the advantage of the 5>uperior
Union numbers, the Douglas Texas Battery quickly realized how accurate the
opposing unit was, even at a distance of 500 yards. The men remained calm,
however, in the opening moments of the battle because. this being their second
significant engagement, they "knew how to behave in an artillery duel."42 The
b~Juery's

efforts in the battle offered Kirhy Smith the opportunity to seize the

Federal garrison in Richmond as well as gain a Confederate foothold in
Kentucky as the fall months approached,4.l
As Bragg's anny moved through Kentucky en roule to Lexington,
Douglas' Texas Battery was engaged at the skirmish of Kentucky River on
September 1. Douglas' unit then withdrew with Bragg's army to eastern
Tennessee \vhcre it remained throughout the fall:11 By late I ~62 Bragg and
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Smith had withdrawn all of their forces from Kentucky and spent the remainder of the winter in cast Tennessee. As the cold Tennessee winter progressed,
Douglas was pleased with the response expressed by the Tennesseans' outpouring of patriotism. When Union troops had previously marched through
Tennessee, Dougla~ noted how the Tennesseans despised the "meanness and
tyranny" of the "savage foe." Douglas was convinced that "[the Yankees] are
getting sick of the business and I think if other causes do not produce peace
soon, that they will agree to let us go our way in peace,"4S
On December 26 Union General William Rosecrans led his Army of the
Cumberland from Nashville to intercept Bragg's force, and a week later both
armies were engaged in the Battle of Murfreesboro, one of the more destructive battles of the war. Attached to Ector's Brigade, Douglas' Texas Battery
moved inla position, and on Bragg's orders began the rebel charge at dawn on
a cold, drizzly December 31. The battery had heen located at the rear of
McCown's Division two days prior, before being ordered to thc front to be
apart of the charge. Douglas was then ordered on the left flank of the
Confederate a~sault. The Rebels, in the early morning hours, achieved surprise, capturing a Federal artillery battery. To take advantage of the advancing
Confederate attack, Douglas rode ahead to establish a suitahle point for which
the battery could continue to support the infantry and cavalry. He discovered a
pocket of Federal resistance nearly 150 yards in front and ordered his battery
into position. When the Texans were "front into line," Douglas realized "that
the enemy did not know whether r was friend or foe. I gave the command '"
thus bringing my guns into position not bearing exactly on the enemy. During
this time the enemy had unfolded and waived conspicuously the Stars and
Stripes." Understanding the confusion within the Federal ranks, Douglas
ordered rounds of canister shot in their direction, causing a disorderly retreat. 4Ii
Douglas' Texas Battery did not experience the amount of action at the
Battle of Murfreesboro that they had achieved at previous battles; however,
they did playa role in capturing several Union artillery units_ Furthermore,
James Douglas honored Private W.L. Waites for his performance in the hattIe.
Of Waites Douglas wrote, "I certify that (Waites] has been duly elected by the
company as the one entitled to the Badge of Honor for conduct on the field at
the Battle of Murfreesboro." Once again, the battery avoided serious casualties, with the majority coming from injured and killed horses. Following the
cosIly Confederate loss. the battery accompanied Bragg's retreat tlrrough
southern Tennessee and camped along the Duck River in the bitter cold winter. By February, sitting in camp in Shelbyville, Tennessee, James Douglas
predicted that the upcoming spring and summer campaigns would show the
Union that the war was not worth fighting anymore. Douglas wrote however,
that if the Yankees did want a fight, then "our veteran army is prepared."47
During a relatively uneventful first half of 1863 for the Anny of
Tennessee, Douglas's Battery was assigned to D.H. Hill's Corps in Cleburne's
Division. On the afternoon of September 19, however, the Battle of
Chickamauga hegan. Bragg ordered his divisions to advance on William
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Rosecrans' line and placed Douglas's unit on the Confederate right tlank, more
specifically on the left of Cleburne's Division near the Lafayette and
McLemore's Valley roads. The Texas Battery's efforts on the first day of the
battle did not truly begin until 6:00 as night settled, making it difficult to see.
Nevertheless Douglas' Battery, accompanied by Semple's Alabama Battery,
also a part of Cleburne's Division, managed to push the Federals back nearly
one mile, The Texans "gained a position in eighty yards of the [fence] and
opened with two pieces. I took 'Sallie' alone and by main strength mounted
her within the fort." (Douglas had named one of the guns in his unit after his
sweetheart Sallie White in Tyler. The fort that Douglas speaks of was not necessarily a fort, but rather a natural defensive structure that supported the
Confederates.) Douglas bragged, "I fired the last gun. 'Sallie's' voiee spoke
out in tones of gladness amidst the deafening cheers of 60 thousand, and the
day ... was ours." Realistically however, the artillery fire from Douglas' and
Semple's Battery were ineffective due to the lack of vision on the field. Most
of the Confederate battery's shots went over the heads of the Union soldiers
causing little damage.~8
As both sides recovered from the first day of Battle at Chickamauga,
Douglas' Battery began in the same positlon where they had ended the previous day. At 9:30 a.m. on September 20, the Texas Battery w~s assigned to
De.,hler's Brigade. As Douglas was advancing with the brigade, the battery
had difficulty maneuvering through fallen timber. Douglas rode ahead of the
stalled battery and found a clearing for the men to pass through. When he
moved into an open field, two Federal batteries opened fire, causing Douglas
to move to the backside of the hill for cover, After steadying his unit, and with
the assistance of Wood's and Polk's Corps and Semple's Battery, the Texans
fired point-blank shots in the Federal's direction. The Douglas Battery, even
though in an open tleld, had the advantage of strategically placed trees to hinder the Union efforts. The Douglas Battery tlred at only a distance of sixty to
eighty yards for fifteen minutes, and the Federals "were soon routed and fled
the field." The disorganized Union retreat allowed Cleburne to order Douglas'
Battery along the Chattanooga Road to pursue the Union soldiers, but was
halted when it once again became too difficult to see when dusk settled.-1Q
As the Battle of Chickamauga ended, Douglas hailed his troops for their
gallant efforts stating, "my officers and men acted with their usual coolness,"
Moreover, the men of Douglas' Texas Battery considered themselves fortunate
to be a part of one of the great battles in the Western theater. Dougla..<;; himself
acknowledged, "the Confederacy should celebrate the 20th of September as a
great event in our history."5u

It was reported in mid-Novemher that the Union Army was rebuilding and
recovering from the defeat at Chickamauga and receiving new men, including
units from Ulysses S. Grant's Anny that had arrived from Vicksburg. The
Feder.!l Army had nearly 90,000 men within the ranks. Unfortunately for the
Confederates, Bragg was significantly outnumbered, having only 30,000 men
by the last week in Novemher. What ensued was another clash between the
northern and southern armies at Chattanooga, Tennessee, in late November.
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During the three-day battle that followed, Douglas' Texas Battery \vas not
engaged for any significant juncture until the final day on November 25.-"1 On
that day efforts by the comhined artillery units on the Confederate tight at
Missionary Ridge resulted in a disorganized Union retreat. The men in
Douglas' Texas Battery were convinced that their efforts on the final day of battle earned the outnumbered Confederates a victory. When word arrived at the
failures elsewhere in the battle, Private James Lunsford wrote. " ... the part of
the line held by General Cleburne, \-vith whose command or battery was then in
co-operation, repulsed all assaults, and we knew nothing of the repulse of our
center and left wing. until late that afternoon, when orders came for us to
retire." The Confederate right was the only line not to break against the Union
charges, and Douglas' Texans played a significant role in this small victory.
Even Lhough his unit held the ground, Douglas correctly acknowledged, "this
availed us nothing as our center gave way, and the entire army had to retire.'''-'
In 1864 Douglas' Texas Battery was engaged in its most active pat1icipation of the Civil War. The battery fought 1n sixteen skirmishes and hattles,
most of which took place in the Atlanta Campaign, and ended the year
engaged in John Bell Hood's failed invasion of Tennessee. Prior to this point,
however, Douglas' Battery had distinguished itself as a significant part of the
Army of Tennessee. heing the only artillery unit from Texas to .serve \vithin the
army. The battery and its members were very popular there, and as the new
year was underway the unit set a precedent soon to be followed by a high percentage of other units in the Confederate army.
On January 18, 1864, the men in Douglas' Texas Battery unanimously
agreed to re-enlist "for twenty-five years or the duration of the war." The men
in the battery always thought of their cause as just, and their re-enlistment was
a testament to this helief. Many years later Private Edward Smith remembered.
"as to the priority of volunteer reenlistments at thal critical juncture in
Confederate history. the honor ... belongs to Douglas' Texas Battery:' Even
the Confederate Congress officially recognized the hattery for their efforts,
and passed ajoint resolution of thanks to the unit for the "patriotic resolutions
adopted by them."'; Private James Lunsford recalled that the men made the
decision to fe-enlist "for the war" for two reasons. First, the men realized that
the Confederate government was on the verge of passing more conscription
laws that would make military service mandatory. The men thought that since
they had been in the military almost three years, then fe-enlistment seemed
logical. Second, and more simply, the men felt that they had a patriotic duty to
serve their country for an indefinite amounl of time. The example that
Douglas' Texas Battery set caused more units throughout the Army of
Tennessee to re-enlist for the war as well.-'i-l
By May 1864 the Army of Tennessee began the Atlanta Campaign, and
the members of Douglas' Tex.as Battery remained positive ahout what the
future would hold. Throughout the campaign, however, Douglas was trying
not to recognize that the Confederate effort as a whole was heginning to
waver." Following the Battle of Resaca, Douglas' Battery participated in the
battles of Peachtree Creek, Ezra Church. and Atlanta. under the leadership of
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John Bell Hood l the new commander of the Anny of Tennessee. The Texas
Battery was not engaged until nearly 4:00 in the afternoon at Atlanta, when
they, along with Dent's Florida Batteryl attacked simultaneously with Thomas
Hindman's Brigade. The Confederate artillery was not as damaging as was
expected l mainly due to the impregnable Union entrenchment~.The battle was
a success for Douglas' Texas Battery, however, as it captured a new set of four,
twelve-pound Napoleon guns from the Federals. Lieutenant John H. Blngham
remembered that even though "upon falling back, Douglas hung those captured guns on behind his caissons, as they were new l and his about worn out."
Douglas alo;;o wrote of this unexpected acquisition, "1 have much the finest battery 1 have ever had and perhaps the finest in our army." At the same time the
Confederates were pushed out of Atlanta, the presidential elections in the
United States were upcoming, and James Douglas now focused on this as a
decisive factor for the nation. He wrote, "T think the nomination of McClellan
and Pendleton will secure the defeat of Lincoln and possibly close the war. The
prospect of defeat seems good."56
As the fall season approached, General John Bell Hood led the Army of
of Georgia through Alabama and into Tennessee. In Novemher
the battery participated in the deadly Battle of Franklin, and Douglas described
the aftermath: "1 have seen many battles. but this one ... was the bloodiest 1
have seen." The battery suffered one man killed and nearly ten injured in the
clo~e-range combat at Franklin. 57

Tenne~see out

For the next month General Hood prepared his army for the remainder of
the campaign. and a fight near Nashville seemed possible. Douglas. however,
did not think it would be practical to take the city by an all-out assault.
Nevertheless, on December 15-16, the hattle in and around Nashville took
place. rendering costly casualties in the army. The Douglas Battery was not
slgnificantly engaged in the actual fighting, but was rather given the duty of
covering Hood'~ retreat on December 17. Douglas' Battery failed at protecting
the retreating Confederates. and was forced to abandon its guns and hurriedly
join the retreat. The devastating effect on the battery's morale after the defeat
at Nashville cannot be underestimated. The men lost all of their guns and were
quite bitter after the defeat. Captain Douglas said, "Our fight at Nashville was
so humiliating a defeat that I [choose to] not dwell upon it.".')"
Although many men recognized that the end was near, the members of
Douglas' Texas Battery were determined to "stand by our colors to the last."
Stand by them they did. when they were transferred to Mohile. Alabama, to
operate the siege guns at Fort Sldney Johnston. This was the men's last post,
and they would not he engaged in any more serious combat operations for the
remainder of the war. The men received word of Robert E. Lee's surrender in
April and ultimately Joseph E. Johnston's surrender in May and were thus
ordered to Gainesville, Alabama, [or their parole. Jarnel'\ Douglas did not
accompany his men to Alabama, as he V,laS in Texas on furlough. Nevertheless.
he was on his way back to the war when he heard of the Confederate surrender.
Captain Douglas ~imply turned around and went back to Texas pelmanently:'9
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The majority of men in the battery, now led by Lt. Marcus Fleishel in
Douglas' place. were present at the parole on May 12, 1865. Each man agreed
that, by this "PAROLE OF HONOR, .. I will not hereafter serve in the Annies
of the Confederate States or, in any military capacity whatever, against the
United States of America, or render aid to the enemies of the latter. .. " As the
men agreed to this, they reflected on the last four years of war, from the formation in Dallas through the decisive battles in the Western theater. The men
from Dallas and Tyler, although their cause was lost, had reason to be proud
of their accomplishments. They were the only Confederate artillery unit from
the state of Texas to serve east of the Mlssissippi River and were the first
Confederate unit to re-enlist for the entire war, These men from Texas were
serious ahout the job that they had held for nearly a half decade and were
proud to serve in the Confederate Army. The majority of the men who joined
the battery in 1861 participated in the parole in J 865, and after it was over, the
battery ceased to exist. As the sun set on the American Civil War. the men of
Douglas' Texas Battery looked at the destruction of a shattered country and
turned toward Texas, hoping for a better future. oli
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EAST TEXAS IN WORLD WAR II
b.t' Ralph Wooster

The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 surprised and.
shocked most East Texans. The region, consisting of fifty counties that ran
from the Red River on the north, through the Piney Woods and Post Oak Belt,
on to the upper Texas Gulf Coast, was, like most of Texas and the nation, slowly recovering from the Great Depression of the 1930s. Although its residents
still depended heavily upon farming for their livelihood, drilling for and refining oil became increasingly important after several major discoveries in the
1930s including the great East Texas oilfield in Rusk, Gregg, Smith, Upshur,
and Cherokee Counties, Conroe in Montgomery County, Tomball in Harris
County, and Anahuac and Barbers Hill in Chambers County. In 1940 over half
(nearly 270 million barrels) of Texa'l' oil was produced in East Texas, and
much of it was refined in East Texas along the Houston Ship Channel and in
the Beaumont-Port Arthur area. I
Shghtly more than two million people resided in East Texas on the eve of
the Second World War, the majority of them on farms or in small towns. With
the exception of Houston (population 384,514), Galveston (60,362),
Beaumont (59,060), and Port Arthur (46,140) on the Gulf Coast, no East Texas
town had a populatlon of 30,000 or more inhabitants. In forty-two of the
region's fifty counties seventy percent of the people lived in rural areas. In
only three East Texas counties - Harris, Jefferson, and Galveston - did a
majority of inhabitants reside in urban communities. 2
East Texans were feeling the effects of increased military preparedness
even before the attack on Pearl Harbor. Construction of new military bases,
federalization of the National Guard, and extension of the Selective Service
Act in 1941 convinced many East Texans that war was near. New government
contracts for shipbuilding along the Gulf coast and aircraft production in the
Dallas-Fort Worth area led to many shifts in population. Between 1940 and
1943 nine East Texas counties lost more than thirty percent of their population
as large numbers of rural inhabitants moved to the areas where high paying
jobs in defense industries were available. Eighteen other East Texas counties
lost between twenty and twenty-nine percent of their population by 1943, Only
five East Texas counties - Harris, Galveston, Jefferson, and Orange, along the
Gulf coast where oil refining and shipbuilding required additional workers,
and Bowie in northeast Texas where two massive military installations, the
Lone Star Army Ammunition Plant and Red River Army Depot, were constructed - experienced population growth during the period. Orange, with
three shipbuilding firms, increased its population from 17,382 in 1940 to
45,775 in 1943, a 163.3 percent increase. By the end of the war the population
in Orange County was over 60,Oo(P
An enormous expansion of military facilities in Texas followed the
Japanese attack in December 1941. Because of the open space and good
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weather most new military installations in Texas were located in the western
part of the state, but two major army training camps were built in East Texas
- Camp Maxey, near Pads, Texas, opened in July 1942, and Camp Fannin, ten
miles northeast of Tyler, opened in 1943. An air force base, Majors Field,
named in memory of Lieutenant Truett Majors, the first Hunt County native to
be killed in the war, was opened near Greenville on June 26, 1942, The
Hitchcock Naval Air Station, between Houston and Galveston, designed for
lighter-than-air, semi-rigid airships known as "blimps," was commissioned in
May 1943. By the end of the war, more than thirty army training camps and
airtields were located in Texas. 4
East Texas was the site of one of five new army hospitals built in Texas
during the war. Harmon General Hospital, named for Colonel Daniel W.
Harmon, who served in the Anny Medical Corps from 1904 until his death in
1940, was constructed in Longview. When activated in November 1942 the
facility included 119 buildings and provided 1,525 beds. Harmon was staffed
by over 700 officers and enlisted personnel including forty doctors and seventy nurses. The hospital specialized in treatment of tropical and dermatological
diseases, the central nervous system, syphilis, and psychiatry. Over 23,000
patients were treated at Harmon during the Second World War."
Although East Texans anticipated the outbreak of war, the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor caught most area residents by surprise. Dan Dennis, then a
student at Lamar Junior College in Beaumont, recalls that he was reading the
Sunday comics after attending church when he heard of the Japanese attack.
Laquata Landry, a 17-year old school girl living on a farm near Timpson, was
listening to the radio when she heard reports of the Japanese attack. "Then
everybody went [into] hysterics," she recalled. Mrs. Lance Wingate, who had
moved from Beaumont to Orange the previous spring, remembered the news
of Pearl Harbor "affected every single person alive in many ways." "My feeling was just shock, that things were going to be different," she noted, Martha
Stroud of Clarksville was at the Avalon Theatre when an announcement was
made that the Japanese had attacked Pearl Harbor. Hazel Shelton Abernethy,
then a sophomore at Nacogdoches High SchooL learned the news when she
came out of a movie theater with friends about 4:30 that Sunday afternoon.
Newsboys were selling "extra" editions of the Nacogdoches Daily Sentinel
describing the attack. 6
Philip Latimer, a young math teacher from the small town of Detroit in
Red River County, who had been drafted in June 1941, learned of the Japanese
attack while hitchhiking from Beaumont back to his army camp at Fort Polk,
Louisiana. Like many Texans, Latimer, who latcr scrved as a white officer in
the famed 461st Tank Battalion made up of black troopers, wondered where
Pearl Harbor was. 7
While most East Texans learned of the Pearl Harbor bombing from their
radios and newspapers, some witnessed the attack first hand. Machinist Mate
Third Class Leon Bennett from Kennard in Houston County was assigned to
the tanker Neosho which had arrived at Pearl Harbor the previous morning.
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Neosho hadju~t completed pumping aviation fuel into the tanks on Ford Island
when Japanese planes appeared. Bennett had tinished duty and walked out on
the dock to smoke when he saw the Japanese planes. At first he believed they
were American aircraft dropping sandbags as part of a drill, but soon saw the
Rising Sun insignia on the planes. "They were so low you could see them
[Japanese pilots] grinning," recalled Bennett. 8
Private First Class Melvin Faulkner from Henderson, Texas, a heavy
equipment operator in the 24th Infantry Division, was in his barracks on Oahu
when he heard a series of explosions. "The whole scene was like a nightmare,"
recalled Faulkner. Bombs were falling; men, planes, trucks, and buildings
were being blasted apart. "No one really knew what was going on, and, by the
time the ammunition and weapons were set up, the raid was over." Lee Herwin
Duke of Vidor in Orange County was one of the 2.403 Americans killed in the
Japanese attacks. He died when an enemy plane crashed into his ship, the seaplane tender US.S. Curtiss, in what may have been the first karnikaze (suicide)
attack of the war.'!
Three Texans, Doris Miller and Paul James McMurtry from Waco and Fred
Kenneth Moore from Campbell in eastern Hunt County, were awarded Navy
Crosses for their roles in defending the t1eet during the Japanese attack. Miller,
an African American mess attendant on the battleship West Virginia, manned a
machine gun after assisting in moving the ship's fatally wounded captain and
shot down one or more enemy aircraft. Boatswain's Mate McMurtry was
awarded the Navy Cross for assisting "materially in maintaining continuous
and effective fire against the enemy" with his antiaircraft battery. Seaman
Moore remained at his gun station despite orders to take cover and assisted in
keeping his antiaircraft gun in operation until killed by an explosion. lo
The American entry into war meant that production of war materials was
stepped up everywhere. This was particularly true in the Texas oil industry.
Statewide production, half in East Texas, rose from 49] million barrels in 1940
to 746 million in ] 944. Much of this was refined at facilities along the East
Texas coast stretching from Beaumont and Port Arthur to the Houston ship
channel. The production of 1DO-octane aviation gasoline became a major function of Texas refineries. Humble Oil's giant facility at Baytown produced more
lOO-octane aviation gasoline than any other refinery. In December 1944 the
Baytown plant celebrated the production of the billionth gaBon of IOO-octane
gasoline, the first refinery in the world to hit that mark. 11
The threat of German submarine attacks on tankers carrying oil and gasoline from Texas to the northcastem states led to the building of two giant
pipelines connecting East Texas with the East Coast. Construction of the fIrst
of these two, twenty-four inches in diameter and known as the "Big Inch," was
begun in August 1942 and completed a year later. The Big Inch carried Texas
crude oil from Longview to Pennsylvania and New York. Construction of
another pipeline, twenty inches in diameter and known as the "Little Inch,"
began in 1943 and was completed in March 1944. This line ran from the refinery complex in the Houston-Beaumont-Port Arthur area to Linden, New
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Jersey. Together, the two lines carried 350 million barrels of Texas crude and
refined oil to the East Coast during the war. 12
East Texas chemical and petrochemical production played a vital role in
the war effort. The Humble Oil Company received a government contract to
make toluene, a basic ingredient of trinitrotoluene (TNT). By late 1941 the
Baytown Ordnance Works, built next to Humble's Baytown oil refinery, was
shipping toluene to the Longhorn Army Ammunition Plant at Karnack on
Caddo Lake in Harrison County.I.'
The Humble Company also contracted with the Defen~e Plant
Corporation to build a butyl rubber plant at its Baytown facility. During the last
year of the war the plant produced 24,000 long tons of butyl rubber, approx.imately half the amount produced in the United States, for insulation and rubberized doth. Butadiene, a basic ingredient for synthetic rubber, was manufactured by oil companies at Baytown, Port Neches, Houston, Corpus Christi, and
Borger. In lune 1943 the General Tire and Rubber Company opened a plant
next to Baytown's Humble refinery to make tires produced from butadiene
manufactured by Humble and styrene manufactured by Monsanto Chemical
Company at Texas City. Other synthetic rubber plants were opened by B.E
Goodrich and Freestone at Port Neches and Goodyear at Houston.'~
The metal industry assumed new importance during the Second World
War, The Dutch firm N.V. BilJiton Maatschappy built the world's largest tin
smelter in Texas City for the U.S. government. Sheffield Steel of Texas, a division of the American Rolling Mill Company, built a new steel mill on the
Houston Ship Channel in 194\ and ex.panded the mill two years later. At
Longview the Madaras Steel Corporation built a plant to reduce iron ore to
sponge iron. Sponge iron was then converted into steel ingots by the East
Texas Electric Steel Company. The Lone Star Steel Company built a hlast furnace, coke ovens and a beneficiation plant near Daingerfield. An iron smelting
plant was constructed at Rusk.l~
As noted above. the small East Texas town of Karnack was a center of
ammunition production during the war. In December 1941 Monsanto
Chemical Company selected the site near Caddo Lake t<:lf the manufacture
the explosive trinitrotoluene (TNT). Construction hegan soon after, and in
October 1942 the Longhorn Army Ammunition Plant (also called the
Longhorn Ordnance Works) began operation. By the end of the war the plant
had produced more than 400 million tons of TNT. I"

or

The Lone Star Army Ammunition Plant (also known as the Lone Star
Ordnance Plant) was constructed nine mile~ west of Texarkana by the Lone Star
Defense Corporation, a subsidiary of the B.P. Goodrich Corporation, in 1941.
That same year the Red River Anny Depot (also known a~ the Red River
Ordnance Depot) was constructed adjacent. In 1943 the two facilities were consolidated as the Texarkana Ordnance Center. Other East Texas ordnance plants
and depots were located along the Houston and Sabine River ship channels. ' !
The East Texas Gulf Coast played a major role in shipbuilding during
World War 11. There had been a lively shipbuilding and ship repairing bus.iness
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between Houston and Orange during the First World War, but this declined
appreciably after that war. The need for vessels of all types became obvious
with conflict in Europe and Asia in the late 1930s and accelerated after Pearl
Harbor. In 1941 the U.S. Maritime Corporation contracted with the Houston
Shiphuilding Corporation, a subsidiary of Todd Shipyards Corporation, to
build cargo vessels at Irish Bend on the Houston Ship Channel near Deer Park.
By March 1942 the Irish Bend facility had 6,000 employees; by June 1942,
20,000; by 1943. 40.000. During the course of the war the Deer Park facility
turned out 208 cargo vessels and fourteen oil tankers. IS
At nearby Green's Bayou, a tributary of Buffalo Bayou, the building contractors Herman and George Brown formed the Brown Shipbuilding
Company. Their first shipbuilding contract was for constructing pursuit ships;
by the end of the war the Brown facility employed 20,000 men and women
who worked shifts around the clock building destroyer escorts, landing craft,
and other vessels for the military. Over 350 combat vessels were built by the
Brown brothers during the war. I')
The Beaumont-Orange region was the other center of Texas shipbuilding
during World War II. The Pennsylvania Shipyard on the Neches River at
Beaumont employed 10,000 men and women to construct naval vessels and
auxiliary ships. One hundred nine vessels were built at the Beaumont facility
during the war. At nearby Orange three shipbuilding firms, Levingston,
Weaver, and Consolidated Western Steel, employed more than 22.000 workers. Consolidated, the largest of the three companies, built thirty-nine destroyers, ninety-two escort destroyers, 106 landing craft, and nine amphibious personnel deployed during the war. The Levingston firm constructed 157 vessels.
including steel tugboats, oil barges, cargo barges, and small tankers for the
Navy. Weaver Shipyards built twenty-six minesweepers and two] lO-foot subman ne chasers. 20
Although major aircraft production eventually centered in the Dallas-Fort
Worth area, Houston still played a role in the World War II aviation industry.
The Hughes Tool Corporation, founded by Howard R. Hughes, Sr, and Walter
Sharp and later owned by Howard R. Hughes, Jr" built parts for American
bombers. The younger Hughes, an avid pilot who set several Bight records in
the 1930s, secured a government contract to build a giant flying boat made of
plywood in his California factory. Dubbed the Spruce Goose by the press, the
flying boat was not flnished until afler the war and then flew only one time,21
OiL shipbuilding, and aircraft were the largest producers of war materials
and employers, but many other East Texas entities produced items for the war
effort. Houston's Cameron Iron Works made depth charges and K-guns for
antis.llbmarine wmfare. Anderson and Clayton of Houston, in a joint venture
with Brown and Root. made eight-inch shells. Fom1er Houston mayor Oscar
Holcombe created a construction company that manufactured huts for the
Army. houses for the Navy. and pre-cut structures for overseas shipment. The
International Derrick and Equipment Company (Ideco) produced more than
40,000 armor-piercing LOOO-pound bomhs as well as propeller shafts and
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cargo winches for Liberty ships and draft-control shutters for naval destroyers
at its Beaumont plant. The Lufkin Foundry and Machine Company made drive
gears for Sherman tanks, marine gears for cargo vessels and landing craft,
artillery carriages, and cast iron practice bombs. Its trailer division produced
truck trailers, mobile laundry units, and gasoline transports. By 1943 eightyfive percent of the Lufkin Foundry's production was for the war effort. Like
many Texas war plants the Foundry operated three shifts, including Sundays.
and for the first time employed women as welders.~?
East Texas farmers and ranchers played their part in the war effort by
increasing productl0n of crops and hvestock needed to feed and clothe
Americans on the home front and battlefront. The shift from cotton production
toward livestock and other crops that had begun in the 1930s continued during
the war years. Tn 1930 Texans grew more than four milJion bales of cotton.
much of it in East and Central Texas. This had fallen to 3.2 million bales in
1940, 828,789 in East Texas. In 1944, the last full year of the war, this fell to
2.6 million bales in the state and 523,716 in East Texas. Cotton was only one
of the important commodities produced in East Texas during the war years. By
the end of the war there were more cattle in East Texas than in West Texas. The
number of hogs and chickens raised in East Texas also increased during the
war as the government encouraged farmers to double their efforts to meet
added demands for both military and domestic consumption. East Texas production of Irish potatoes, sweet potatoes. tomatoes, carrots, and onions
increased by thirty percent during the war years. The Japanese capture of the
coconut-producing islands of the Pacific early in the war necessitated grcater
production of peanuts, as peanut oil replaced coconut oil in making glycerin
required in munitions manufacturing. Texas farmers met the challenge, tripling
peanut production duri ng the war. 2:\
Shortages of agricultural labor plagued all farmers during the war years_
Although farmers had some deferment protection due to amendments to the
Selective Scrvice Act, many farmers and farm laborers volunteered or were
drafted into mihtary service. Many othcrs moved to town~ and cities to take
high-paying jobs in defense industricfo,. In East Texas Gennan prisoners of war
partially offset the shortage of agricultural workers. Many of the pnsoner-ofwar camps were located in central and western Texas, but two large base
camps and numerous smaller ones were in East Texas. Camp Huntsville in
Walker County, one of six large base camps in Texas, was one of the first prisoner of war camps built in the United States. The first prisoners of war
(POWs), members of Rommel's Afrika Korps. arrived in spring 1943. By the
end of the year 4,840 POWs were in Camp Huntsville. The other prisoner-ofwar base camp in East Texas was at Camp Maxey, the military installation near
Paris, Texas. The largest prisoner of war camp in the United States, Maxey
held 7,458 German prisoners, including army, navy, and air force personnel,
by the end of the war.~
In addition to the large base camps, thirty-five smaller branch camps were
located in rural areas of the state. Twelve of these branch camps were opened
in East Texas to provide workers for the timber industry, while others were
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for general farm work. The camp at Center was largest, at one time
holding 773 German prisoners who worked in the timber industry. Lufkin had
two camps with a total of 800 prisoners who worked for the Southland Paper
Mills. A camp at Liberty, with 300 prisoners, was located on property owned
by the Forest Service. Other POW camps were at Alto, Bannister, Chireno,
Milam. Orange. Patroon, Princeton. San Augustine. Navasota, Anahuac, Mont
Belvieu, Corsicana, and Kirbyville. Camp China in Jefferson County. opened
in 1944, was designed to provide workers for the area's rice producers. After
the rice crop was in, the prisoners became lumberjacks and sawmill workers. 25

e~tablished

While the use of prisoners of war helped offset labor shortages. East
Texans faced a variety of other problems during the war. Lack of adequate
bousing was a major concern in coastal communities such as Beaumont,
Orange, and Port Arthur as thousands of people left small towns and farms for
employment in refineries and shipyards. In Orange County population doubled
and tripled almost overnight. Local residents attempted to help by taking
boarders in spare rooms and dividing homes into small apartments. Harold
Harrington, a shipyard worker in Orange, recalls that his mother took in workers from rural East Texas. "She had as many as three beds in a big room, and
three men stayed in one room. She even had 'em in a little place in the haH out
there she partitioned Off."26
To help alleviate the housing shortage in Orange, the federal government
constructed thousands of housing units. More than 4,000 of these were in two
government projects, called Riverside and Riverside Addition, on the west side
of the Sabine River. Local residents scoffed at the Riverside project, which was
located "on a cypress swampland infested with mosquitoes, snakes, and an
occasional alligator." The site was chosen because it was within walking distance of two major shipyards. 27
Old-time Orange residents derided the Riverside project, but for shipyard
workers and their families the government housing was better than sleeping in
their cars, trailer homes, or tents. C.W. Waggoner, who came to Orange from
Nacogdoches when his father found work in the shipyards, remembers that the
streets in Riverside were knee-deep in water. As a young lad Waggoner resented the move from the Piney Woods to the treeless marshland, but later admitted, "it was a pretty doggone good house." "It was tight and wann," he
recalled. with inside plumbing, which was not always the rule in those days.n
While housing shortages primarily affected those living in towns affected
by war production, everyone felt the effect of commodity rationing, and other
commodities were added to the list soon thereafter. The rationing of coffee, in
short supply because of lack of Shipping cargo space. was announced in
November 1942 with one pound per month allowed each individual. Meats,
cheese, fish, fats, processed foods, and canned goods joined the ration list in
February 1943. A shortage of leather led to rationing of shoes in February
1943. Initially each individual was allotted coupons for three pairs of shoes per
year. This wa."i later reduced to two pair. Shoes not requiring leather were not
rationed. 29
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Although rationing of food and shoes was never popular it was more
acceptable to Texans than gasohne rationing. In a state where there existed an
abundance of oil and gasoline and where travel distances are great, Texans
failed to see the need for gasoline rationing. Imposed by the federal government in December 1942 in an effort to conserve rubber, gasoline rationing was
universally unpopular. However, over time most Texans learned to live with
the system by reducing speed (also required by presidential order) and eliminating or reducing driving for pleasure.-)0
In addition to rationing of certain items. there was a variety of shortages
of non-rationed commodities. Cigarettes (especially Camels and Lucky
Strikes), Coca-Cola. Wrigley's chew1ng gum. Hershey Chocolate Bars, Milky
Way candy bars, liquors (especially Scotch), facial tissues. toilet paper. soap,
colton diapers, cotton shirts, and nylon hose were in short supply. In some
areas where smoking was not permitted on the job, shortages of chewing
tobacco were reported, In a few instances milk was scarce..'1
Rationing and commodity shortages required individuals to plan more
carefully, but few Texans on the home front suffered during the war. Buck
Young, who grew up in Pelly (now part of Baytown) during the war, recalls.
"even with rationing our family did all right. We had plenty of butter from our
cow, eggs from our chickens, and fresh vegetables from our garden. or from
the Mason jars of my mother's canning efforts."1:
During the war more women were employed outside the home than ever
before. The expansion of the war effort and the departure of men to the military created a need for additional workers. This was particularly true in
Southeast Texa~ where thousands of workers were required for oil refining and
shipbuilding. A federal agency, the War Manpower Committee, recruited
female workers to the labor force. Through radio announcements. newspaper
stories. motion picture spots. and outdoor billboards, the agency appealed to
American women to take jobs in shipyards, aircraft plants. munitions factories.
and oil refineries. 13
The efforts to recruit women for wartime employment were successful.
The number of women in the American work force rose from twelve million
in 1940 to nineteen million in 1944. By 1944, the last full year of the war, onefourth of the individuals employed in essential industries and military establishments in Texas were women. Women worked in a variety of jobs formerly
reserved for men. In oil refineries women worked as timekeepers, yard clerks.
5>LOreroom helpers, chemists, crane operators. electricians. and machinists. In
!'.hipyards they were welders, packers, burners, mold loft workers, tool checkers. and layout workers. In aircraft factories women operated machines, rivet
guns, and welding torches. At anny bases and airfields they performed a variety of tasks necessary for the war effort':'4
More than 12.000 Texas women served 1n the armed forces during World
War II, 8,000 in the army and 4.200 in the navy, marines, and coast guard.
Women in the navy. marines, and coast guard were assigned mainly to clerical
duties, many of them in the Hawaiian Islands and Alaska. Seventy-six thou-
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sand American women served in the army and navy nurses' corps during the
war. Some of these women were in the military before Pearl Harbor. Four East
Texans - Agnes Barre of Orange, Hattie Brantley of Jefferson, Eula R. Fails of
Houston, and Verna V. Henson of Trinity - were among the seventy-seven
army and navy nurses taken prisoner by the Japanese in the Phllippines early
in the war. Another East Texan, Lucy \Vilson of Big Sandy, was among those
evacuated from the Philippines to Australia before the surrender. Other East
Texans. including Catherine H. Wiley of Galveston and Clarice Ann Dreskin
of Longview, JOIned the army nurse corps after their husbands were called into
service. Both saw overseas duty, Wiley in the European theater and Dreskin in
the Far East..l~
Texas women served in a variety of volunteer organizations during the
war. Thousands worked for the Red Cross. knitting garments and rolling surgical dressings for the military. Others assisted in the activities of service clubs
operated by the United Service Organizations (USO). In some communities,
such as in Baytown in Han-is County, they served as ambulance drivers. The
American Women's Volunteer Services In Beaumont opened a nursery for
children of women defense workers. Eloise Milam of Beaumont organized a
group of teenage girls, known as the Melody Maids, who provided music at
hond rallies, military bases. service clubs, and military hospitals. In several
cities women. such as Ruth Coffey of Beaumont, volunteered their services to
the Civil Air Patrol. ,i,
Young people contributed to the war effort. Almost everyone who grew up
during the war remembers purchasing savings stamps and war bonds. Hazel
Shelton Abernethy recalls that Tuesday was Stamp Day at Nacogdoches High
SchooL On that day students could purchase stamps in denominations of ten
and twenty-five cents. These were pasted into a small booklet that when filled
with stamps valued at $18.75 could be exchanged for a defense (later war)
hond that in ten years was worth $25.00. Competition between classes and
between schools was encouraged by the U.S. Treasury Department. St.
Anthony High School of Beaumont claimed a national record by collecting
$152.000 in one major campaign. 17
During the war East Texas young people, as well as adults, continued to
take an interest in sports, particularly high school football. Two East Texas
teams, Houston Reagan and Lufkin. advanced to the 1942 state quarterfinal
games. The Lufkin Panthers, behInd the passing of Harmon Carswell and running of Oliver McKay and Les Taylor, made it to the state finals in 1943,
defeatIng Marshall, 32-6, and Waco, 2H-O, in bi-district and quarterfinal
games, and then edging past Goose Creek (Baytown) in the semifinals on a
greater number of 20-yard line penetrations after playing to a 7-7 tie. In the
state finals Lufkin was defeated by San Angelo, 26-13. In 1944 a Southeast
Texas team, the Port Arthur Yellow lackets, won the state crown in footba)U~
Texas colleges and universities were severely affected by the war as thousands of students volunteered or were drafted for military service. The state's
big colleges, the University of Texas and Texas A&M, suffered heavy losse~ in
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enrollment; the University of Texas dropping from 11,627 in autumn 1941 to
8,794 in fall 1942 and Texas A&M from 6,679 in 1941 to 2,215 in 1943. East
Texas colleges had enrollment declines; Lon Morris in Jacksonville falling
from 239 students in 1939 to 82 students in 1942, Kilgore Junior College from
700 students in 1941 to 330 in 1944, and Stephen F. Austin State Teachers
College from 1,021 in 1941 to 419 in 1944.'9
In an effort to supplement enrollment many Texas colleges and universities added military training programs. Several of the larger institutions had V12 programs for training aviation cadets. Four Texas colleges, Stephen F.
Austin State Teachers College, Texas State College for Women, East Teachers
State Teachers College, and Sui Ross SLate Teachers College, housed army
administration schools for the Women '5 Army COrpS.lU
Racial tensions in the state and nation had been growing for several years
as wartime conditions brought more people together in crowded towns and
cities. In July 1942 William Vinson, a black Texarkanan accused of raping a
white woman, was dragged to a cotton gin by white vigilantes and hanged.
When the United States Attorney General registered concern over the issue,
Texas Governor Coke Stevenson replied "certain members of the Negro race
from time to time furnish the setting for mob violence by the outrageous
crimes which they commit."41
On June 15, 1943 racial tensions in Beaumont, where the expansion of
shipbuilding and oil refining had attracted thousands of newcomers to the city,
exploded when a white woman reported that she had been raped by a black
man. Several thousand shipyard workers moved through the black districts of
the city, assaulting black citizens, breaking into homes, stores. and restaurants,
and burning automobiles and buildings. More than 300 blacks were injured
and three individuals killed. 42
City, county, and state law enforcement agencies were called out to establish order. A.M. Aiken, Jr" of Paris, president pro tempore of the Texas Senate,
who was acting governor while the governor and lieutenant governor were out
of the state, declared martial law to avoid further bloodshed. By nightfall of
June 16 more than two thousand lawmen, including Texas State Guardsmen,
city police, sheriff's deputies, state patrolmen, and Texas Rangers, occupied
the city. Beaumont was placed under martial law for several days while authorities brought life back to normal. 41
While East Texans at home wrestled with problems of rationing, housing
shortages, and racial tensions, thousands of other East Texans faced the enemy
on battlefields around the world, More than 700,000 Texas men and women,
probably a third of them East Texans. served in the armed forces of the United
States during the war. Lucian H. Truscott, a native of Chatfield, a small community north of Corsicana, was the highest-ranking East Texan in the military.
Truscott rose from the rank of brigadier general in the North African campaign
to l1eutenant general commanding the Fifth Army in Italy during the closing
months of the war. Another East Texan, Major General Roderick R. Allen, a
native of Marshall, led the 12th Armored Division, which became the first
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Allied division to reach the Danube River in Germany. Claire Chennault, born
in Marshall, and Barney and Benjamin Giles, twin brothers from Mineola,
were the highest-ranking East Texas natives in the Army Air Force. Chennault
commanded the famed Flying Tigers, American volunteer ainnen who served
in China before American entry Into the war. He was later promoted to major
general commanding the U.S. Fourteenth Air Force in the Far East. Barney
Giles held a variety of assignments during the war, eventually becoming
deputy commanding general of the Air Force and acting head during the illness of General "Hap" Arnold. His brother, Benjamin, served in several leadership roles before becoming commanding general of U.S. Air Forces in the
Middle East in 1944.-14
Other East Texans served on battlefields around the world. Several, Paul
0, Mock of Goose Creek, Robert Johnson of Lufkin, Truett 1. Majors of
Greenville, and Hugh Marble, Jr., of Houston, were fighter pilots in the 24th
Pursuit Group that battled against overwhelming odds to defend the
Philippines early in the war. Four East Texans participated in Doolittle's
bombing raid on Japan early in the war: Ross Wilder of Tyler and James Parker
of Houston were co-pilots, Nolan Herndon of Greenville was a bombardiernavigator, and Douglas V. Radney of Mineola was rear gunner on planes making the raid. Navy pilot Ensign George Gay of Houston wa'\ the only survivor
of Squadron 8 in the American victory at Midway, the turning point of the
Pacific War. 4';
East Texans took part in all the major campaigns as American forces
fought their way across the Pacific. Lieutenant Commander Glynn Robert
Donaho, from the small town of George in Madison County, received the Navy
Cross and other decorations while commanding the submarine Flying Fish in
the South Pacific. Corwin Mendenhall of Anahuac and Winnie was decorated
for his services in the Pacific on the submarine Sculpin. Leonard Hall, an
enlisted man from northeast Texas, was one of several East Texans in the 43rd
Division who fought in the Solomon and Philippine Islands. Lieutenant
\Vayland Bennett of Texarkana was killed while serving with "Pappy"
Boyington's "Black Sheep Squadron" in the South Pacific in 1943. Staff
Sergeant Manton Stewart of Baytown was a member of the 6th Ranger
Battalion that liberated American prisoners at Cabanatuan in the Philippines.
First Sergeant Herman J. Dupont of Port Arthur led a company in the 27th
Marines during the bitter fighting on Iwo Jima. 4tl
Seven East Texans serving in the European Theater were awarded
Congressional Medals of Honor for heroism. Of these Audie Murphy from
Hunt County is the best known. Serving first as an enlisted man and later as an
officer, Murphy, who received thirty-three medals, decorations. and citations,
including the Medal of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross, Silver Star, and
Bronze Star, became the most-decorated American serviceman in the Second
World War, Staff Sergeant Lucian Adams of Port Arthur, Technical Sergeant
Forrest Everhart of Texas City, Second Lieutenant James H. Fields of Houston,
Technician Fourth Grade Truman Kimbro of Madisonville, and Private First
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Class George Turner of Longview were awarded the Medal of Honor for combat action in France and Belgium, Kimbro posthumously. First Lieutenant
Raymond Knight from Houston. a member of the 350th Fighter Group, was
awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously for action in Italy'.:. Po Valley.4 7
The end of the fighting in Europe in May 1945 and the Pacific in August
1945 was greeted with enthusiasm by East Texans everywhere. 'Max Lale, a
graduate of the University of Oklahoma and later a journalist and historian in
East Texas, whose artillery group had fought its way across France and
Germany, was awaiting reassignment when he learned that the war had ended,
"We celebrated the Japanese surrender at a glorious patty," he later wrote in
his memoirs. Francis Ahernethy of Nacogdoches was on the minesweeper
Harkness in a convoy near Okinawa when he heard that the war was over. "Vv'e
screamed and hollered and jumped around like a bUllch of crazies," Abernethy
recalled, Another East Texan. Boatswain Mate James W. Lowry, was on the
U.S.S. Zeilin in the Mananas preparing for the invasion of Japan when he
received the good news. 'They let us lire Oares off the ship, and shoot tracer
shells. The whole sky was lit up," he reealled.~"
The war \vas over. The cost had been high; 20,000 Texans, many of them
East Texans, were killed. The lives of those at home as well as those returning
had been changed. Many of the old prohlems such as racism and poverty had
not been conquered and new ones including the Cold War \vith the Soviet
Union and the lighting war in Korea were ahead. But for the moment East
Texans were pleased that they had done their part in winning the war against
the greatest evils of their day, German Nazism and Japanese imperialism.
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Biographical and comhat data may be found in Tyler, ed.. New Handhook of lexas, 6 vols., and
Wooster, Texas and Texans in World War 11, pp. ] 85-188.
"Quote, Max Lale. Ma.x·s Memoirs, (Austin, 2001), pp. 199-200; quote. Francis Abernethy,
in Roach, ed., Collective Hearts. p. 7fl; quote, James W. Lowry. in Martha Ann Stroud, For Love
oj Cuunty, p. 454.
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WORLD WAR II SACRIFICES
ON THE HOME FRONT IN HOUSTON COUNTY, TEXAS

By Lauren Schaubhut
"There is one front and one battle 'Itt'here everyone in the United States Every man, woman, and child - is in action. That front is right here
af home. in our daily lives and in our daily tasks."
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, U. S. President
In a Radio Address to the Nation, April 28, 1942
World War II was not the longest war ever fought by the United States,
nor was it the deadliest in terms of American lives lost, but it was the war from
which no one escaped. Unlike the wars since, World War n touched every
American life in some way. On the home front, even East Texans found the
war years to be difficult. During the years between 1941 and 1945,1 while soldiers were fighting to end this terrible war, the men and women left at home
in Houston County fought their own battles. They lived their daily lives while
preserving home and family with many fewer resources than before the war.
Houston County, nestled in the Piney Woods region of East Tex.as, had an a11time high population of 31,137 in 1940. 2 At the start of the war, Houston
County, with an area of 1,132 square miles, included the towns of Crockett,
Lovelady, Weldon, Pearson Chapel, Grapeland, Kennard, and Austonio. Each
of these had a few stores, a post office, and a school. Most of the people made
their living off the land as farmers, ranchers, or timbermen. J
Life was not easy in a rural area and both men and women worked hard
to scratch out a living from the land and its resources. When the war (ook
almost a thousand men away from Houston County,4 times became even more
difficult and the sacrifices greater for those left behind. The greatest sacrifice
in any war is always the loss oflives, but the families on the home front in rural
Houston County also sacrificed daily because of the rationing of food and consumer goods. They watched their communities and schools vanish ali people
moved away for jobs in wartime industries located in the larger cities. Through
all of this the people of Houston County contributed to the war effort in their
own ways and waited for their loved ones to come home.
Resources of all kinds were diverted to support the national war effort.
One of the greatest challenges the people of Houston County had to face was
the rationing of items that were needed for everyday living. In May 1942~ the
Office of Price Administration froze prices on almost everything, starting with
sugar and coffee. War Ration books were issued to each family, which indicated how much one person could buy of certain products. 5 Mae Huntsman and
her husband owned and operated a general store in Pearson Chapel during the
war years, and she recalls that many groceries such as coffee, sugar, lard, flour,
cornmeal, bread, meat, butter, and milk had to be bought with ration coupons.
Lauren Schauhhut is pursuing a MA in history at Wright State University. Dayton. Ohio and
re.reived a BA in history from Ea.~t Texas Baptist University in Marshall, Texas.
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Each coupon book was filled with stamps and each rationed item used a different number of stamps. The most valuable stamps were those used to purchase coffee. Families were allotted coupon stamps according to the number
of members. Names were put on the coupon books and the stamps had to be
tom out in the presence of the store owner so lost books could not be used by
anyone else. It was illegal to use another person's stamps or to trade stamp
coupons. To get around this law, one person would buy items needed hy someone else and vice versa and then trade after leaving the store. Mildred Bruton
of Lovelady, whose husband was stationed in the Philippines, recollects, "In
order to buy the rationed items, I had to go to the Post Office and apply for a
ration book of coupons. These came from the Post Office because that was the
only government office in our tOWIl. No one could buy these items without a
coupon unless you bought them on the "black market" and then you paid double for everything. We used the coffee grinds twice and recycled the excess
food fat since you could take nothing for granted.'"
1I

Cornmeal was an important staple food in the South, so when the cornmeal coupon stamps were gone, people who had corn would take it to a nearby grist mill and grind their cornmeal. Once at home they put the ground corn
through a wire sieve, kept the cornmeal to cook with, and fed the kernel husks
to the pig~. People in rural areas did not have much money. but they did know
how to provide food for their families. s
Canned goods were also rationed because steel was needed to make
planes, ships, tanks, and other military equipment. For the same reason people
could not buy items like refrigerators, washing machlnes, alarm clocks, bedsprings, or hairpins, as none were produced. People had to apply to local
rationing boards for special certificates to buy items like typewriters and bicycles. And of course. there were no new cars produced during the war. ~ Mae
Huntsman remembers that commercial fishermen around the Crockett area
were put out of work because of the rationing of lard, as there was nothing to
fry the fish with. In those days, in the country, fish were always fried, never
baked or broiled. 1o The government encouraged Americans to conserve and
recycle materials such as metal, paper, and rubber, which factories could then
use for wartime production. Lots of everyday household trash had value:
kitchen fats, old metal shovels, even empty metal lipstick tuhes. II Also,
because fresh ham was so expensive, a canned substitute for ham called Spam
was first introduced during the war years. 12
Although people in rural areas like Houston County sacrificed because of
the food rationing, they still fared better than did their relatives in urban areas.
The rural folks grew large gardens, had chic.kens and eggs, and had cows that
produced milk and furnished them fresh butter. Dr, Marvin Russell of
Lovelady remembered that his father always had an excess of milk and butter
from his cows that he shared with neighbors who were not ~o fortunate. That
is, until the government officials made him take ration coupons for the milk
and butter or throw it away.1J
The first non-food item rationed during World War II was rubber. The
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Japanese seized rubber plantations in the Dutch Ea..'\t Indies and French IndoChina that produced ninety percent of Amelica's rubber for products including tires, rubber bands, toy balloons, and pencil erasers. President Franklin D.
Roosevelt asked citizens to contribute their scrap rubber to collection stations.
The U.S. Ollicc of Price Admini~traLi(Jn established the "Idle Tire Purchase
Plan," and could refuse anyone "Mile Rations" who owned tires not being
14
USCd.
Mildred Bruton recalled, ;'We could never get new tires, instead, we
had to have our old tires retre-ad."I'
Gas was rationed nationwide beginning in December 1942. The national
speed limit was set at thirty-five miles per hour, which was referred to as the
"Victory Speed," and car pools were encourage-d. All automobile owners
received stickers to put in their windshields that denoted how much gas they
could purchase. The typical car owner received an "A" sticker that allowed 150
miles of driving per month and three- gallons of gas per week. Those who
worked directly for the war effort, such as industrial workers, needed more
fuel and were typically eligible for "B" gas rations that allowed up to eight gallons a week. The "c" stickers were given to doctors, ministers, railroad workers, and mail carriers. Congressmen had access to an unlimited amount of gas
by virtue or "X" stickers.;6 Mae Huntsman and her husband also sold gasoline
and kerosene in their store, 'rvhich some people used for electricity since electricallines had not yet been run allover the county. Mrs. Huntsman said that
if she and her husband could not turn in coupons for all the gas they sold, then
the government would not allow them to have more gas to sell the next
month. 17 Special permits were allowed for postal workers because they had to
drive out through thc countryside to deliver the mail. Sometimes penuits could
be gotten for emergencies, however, Pauline Evans remembers, "1 lived in
Weldon with my two small children and it was mostly a town full of old people and 'war widows.' I mostly ran a car shuttle hack and forth to the doctor in
Trinity ten miles away for the older people. We tried to get emergency coupons
because gas was so rationed, but we were never allowed any. There were lots
of cars around, just no gas. Sometimes wc younger girls would pool enough
gas coupons and pile in one car and go to the movie theatre- in Trinity. That was
a real extravagant treat for US."IH
Silk, nylon, cotton, and wool were in high demand for usc in the war
because these fabrics were used to make parachutes, military clothing, tents,
and ammunition bags. Civihan items made from these products were difficult
or impossible to obtain, such as silk hose for women. 19 Mildred Bruton said
that it was a real luxury to have a pair of silk hose. She recalls having only one
pair of nylon hose during the war, which turned white [rom all the washings.
During this time leg make-up was popular because some women did not have
or could not afford to huy hosc, evcn on the blaek market. 2U Elastic for underwear was not produced, so underwear had string ties. Cigarettes and soap were
also rationed. Cigarettes became a large "black market" item since most of
them were being sent to the soldicrs. 21 Mildrcd Bruton and Mae Huntsman
both agreed that everyone helped everyone else struggle through those years
of turmoil. Everyone seemed to share more, even if it was just a head of let-
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tuee, a few eggs, or a cup of sugar. n The frustration of not being able to obtain
needed and wanted items mounted until the end of the war. When the war
finally came to a dose, industries returned to consumer production and
Americans went on a buying spree of unprecedented proportions. D
Because so many people moved to urban arcas, towns in rural Houston
County shrank 1n size during the \-var and so did their schools. One example
was the town of Pearson Chapel. At the beginning of the war the Lown consisted of two stores, two churches, and a school with twelve grades. As families
werc lured to the big cities by high-paying government jobs, this town lost so
much of its population that the school dropped to only seven grades. After the
war ended, many of these families did not return to the small towns because
they preferred having money in their pockets to barely scraping a Hving off the
land. Eventually the Pearson Chapel School closed alLogether and the children
had to attend school in nearby Lovelady.2~ Today only a few houses remain in
what was the town of Pearson Chapel.
Most travel of any distance was by train because of gas rationing and the
unavailabil1ty of tires. Many young wives accompanied their soldier husbands
to their assigned bases in the United States, but had to go home and live with
parents or alone with their children when the men were shipped to Europe or
the Pac1fic. 2.' Will and Mildred Bruton were newlyweds in September 1941 and
lived at Shepard Air Base in Wichita Falls, Texas. Mildred remembers. "\Ve
had gone to a picture show and ",;hen we came out they were selling newspaper EXTRAS with the title Japan Bombs Pearl Harbor. We were young and
carefree and didn't give much thought at the time as to how this would greatly change our lives." When \ViII was shipped out to the Philippines. Mildred
and her newborn son rode the train back to Lovelady from Madison,
Wisconsin, and lived with her mother-in-law until the war was over. Mildred
said the Lrains were always packed with soldiers going from one base to another. She was Iud..)' that she got a sleeping berth for the long trip. Others were
not as fortunate, since soldiers always took priority on the trains.~&
Janette Young of Lovelady also remembered traveling by train during
these years: "Travel by train was very slow. The good part was sleeping together with your husband in an upper berth and meeting and becoming friends with
young couples from other parts of the country. The bad part \-vas the coal cinders and soot in your eyes when the train windows had to be opened because
in those days trains had no air comlitioning.":c
Many men from Houston County volunteered to fight for the duration of
the war, while others were drafted. By 1942. the draft was in full force. Single
men aged eighteen and older were the first called, then married men witb no
children, then those \\lith one child. then those with two. Men who had three
or more children were exempt from military service. If a man was an only son
and was needed to care for his family and parents, he could be exempt also.
The military had special rules that applied to twins going into the service. They
could be in the same squad and be based together overseas, but not all twins
chose this. When Mae Huntsman's brother-in-law, Willis. of Pearson Chapel,
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volunteered to serve, his twin brother Willard stayed at home. The letters that
Willis r.;ent home from Europe told of the hardships and horrors of the war
there and advised his twin, who by then had been drafted, not to come to
Europe. Willard tonk this advice and went to the Pacific. Both hrothers fought
bravely and came home as heroes. After returning home from Europe and finding no jobs in Houston County, Willis moved to Baytown, where he later married and raised two sons. His twin brother Willard was killed fighting in the
Pacific in September 1943 and was huried at the Bynum Cemetery near the
community of Shiloh. 2x He and nearly one hundred other young men from
Houston County sacrificed their hves for their country.29
During the war families listened to the radio every night, anxious to hear
any news about the war. They did anything and everything that they could to
bring the war to an end so their loved ones could return home. Still, the ultimate sacrifice was made by the husbands, sons, daughters, and brothers who
never returned. When word came that the war had ended, people danced in the
streets.]O Therc were many celebrations, and the soldierf\ were welcomed home
with great pride. The war scattered the population of Houston County to the
four corners of the globe. Some never returned home and were huried on forelgn SOlI, while others found new Jives far away from the rural East Texas landscape that was forever changed by the war.
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BOOK NOTES
By Archie P McDonald

We receive many books for review. Most are reviewed by scholars in
appropriate fields, but a few books are selected for notice in this column.
One of the most interesting is Bob and Doris Bowman's latest murder
thriller, Historic Murders of East Texas Book 3 (Best of East Texas Publishers,
P.O. Box 1647, Lufkin, TX 75902). As was the case with" 1" and "2," this volume includes murders-most-foul, this time providing details on eighteen homicides and their consequences. The fare includes the first murder in East Texas
- of a fellow named LaSalle - and such well-known cases as the demise of
Robert Potter. Lufkin's own Nick and Nora Charles launched their sleuthing
career with The Mystery of Lad}' Bountiful (2002), and now folks track them
down to provide leads on other lethal affairs. I summed it this way in an
Introduction that I see no reason to alter: "Since every East Texan owns multiple tirearms and knives, has access to poisons, flammable liquids and chainsaws, and many consider violence a viable solution, the Bowman's cup runneth over .... Meanwhile, 'it was a dark and stormy night,' and Bob and Doris
are on the case,"

Duty, Honor, Applause: America's Entertainers in World War iI, by Gary
L. Bloomfield and Stacie L. Shain, with Arlen C. Davidson (The Lyons Press,
Box 480, Guilford, CT 06437, $29.95). This large volume is heavily illustrated with photos of entertainers from motion pictures, the stage, and radio who
served in military assignments or devoted countless hours to entertaining
troops at state-side or foreign bases., sometimes close to combat zones. Special
attention is given to the operation of the Hollywood Canteen and the Stage
Door Canteen in New York. One learns, for example, that Sterling Hayden
served behind German lines as a member of the OSS, that Clark Gable and
James Stewart flew combat missions, and that Ronald Reagan made training
films. There are a few errors; for example, John Wayne is said to have really
wanted to serve but could not ... even after James Olson discovered Wayne's
requests for deferment in War Department files. There is redundancy - we
learn five times that Artie Shaw's hand performed until completely exhausted.
There is some failure to understand the system, as in five separate claims that
FDR declared war on Germany and Japan, a function, of course, of the
Congress. But Duty, Honor, Applause also contains much of interest, and when
writing of the war itself, the authors tell a good story as a vehicle for their stars
on parade. Plus you get to learn the real names for such stars as Tony Bennett,
Tony Curtis, Charles Bronson, and Walter Matthau, among others. Good,
interesting read.
The Adventures of a Cello, by Carlos Prieto (University of Texas Press,
P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713, $24.95), is best appreciated if onc enjoys
classical music, as does this reporter. It also helps if the reporter's wife played
cello in high school and college orchestras and to this day can discern the mellow cello within an as~ortrnent of stringed instruments. Let this quotation
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stand as testimony for contents: "In 1720, Antonio Stradivari crafted an exquisite work of art - a cello know as the Piatti. Over the next three centuries...the
Piatti cello left its birthplace of Cremona, Haly, and resided in Spain. Ireland.
England, Italy, Germany, the United States. and Mexico. The Piatti tilled
sacred spaces ... with its incomparable voice. Jt also spent time in more profane
places, including New York City bars .... The PiatLi narrowly escaped Nazi
Germany in 1935 and was once even left lying in the street all night. In 1978.
the Piatti became the musical soul mate of renowned cellist Carlos Preito, with
whom it has given concerts around the world." This, then, is Preito's biography of his cello, and contains a CD so readers may become listeners when the
reading is done - or sooner, if they can't wait. This a little out of the ordinary
for ETHJ, but hey, we got culture here, too.
Politics. politics. Consider two books edited (really compiled) by Martin
Higgins, The Nastiest Things Ever Said About Republicans and The Nastiest
Things Ever Said About Democrats (The Lyons Press, P.O. Box 480, Guilford,
CT 06437, $14.95.2006). volumes so companionable they share the same editor's introduction. Thls creates an impression of impartiality but Martin's heart
must have been in the volume about Democrats because many of the nasties
there are from his comedy act. These volumes contain approximate Iy i80
pages of quotations - some nineteenth century, some as cunent as print can
follow electronic media - that satirize or just plain skewer the other side. Few
of the quotations are genuinely funny nut of the context of specific campaigns
or issue arguments, and depending 011 your party preference, which ever is the
"other" book isn't funny at all. So the beat goes on. If you missed these for the
off-year elections last year, they will ,-;til1 be around for the Big One in 2008.
Same Press, but by Randy Howe, is Why I Hate The Republicans. I expect
there is or will be a companion volume to this one, too. This volume contains
anecdotes and stories that tell why the author hates Republicans. Any of his
reasons might be useful sources for one-liners for those addressing partlsan
audiences.
Gary D. Joiner's latest book, Through The Hmvling Vlilderness: The 1864
Red River Campaign and Union Failure in the West (University of Tennessee
Press, 600 Henley St, Conference Clr Bldg, Ste 110 Knoxville, TN, 379964108. $39.95), oilers evidence that this campaign was far from a peripheral
and inconsequential escapade of the war, as often presented. Instead, Joiner
argues that such intensive Union involvement in Louisiana deprived it of
troops needed in Georgia and thus prolonged the war itself. Joiner's expertise
in geography and extensive appendices enhance the interest and usefulness of
the book. The print is small for these old eyes, but aside from that - Gary has
written another winner.
Alan Burton's Dllllas Cowboys: Quips and Quotes (State House Press,
McMurry University, Rox 637, Abilene. TX 79697-0637, $14.95). is just that:
a collection of what Cowboys have ~aid about themselves and what others have
said about the Cowboys. Example: "-If you needed four yards, you could give
the ball to Walt (Ganison] and he'd get you four yards. If you needed twenty
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yards. you could give the ball to Walt and he'd get you four yards. Dallas
Cowboys quarterback Don Meredith" (p. 31). The quotations are divided into
chapters titled A Star Is Born~ America's Team; Socks and Jocks; Jimmy, Jerry,
Barry and Chan; and Tuna Takes Charge. Diehard Cowboys fans - and who
isn't? -will enjoy this collection even when it is not football season.

Texas in her own ~vords, as told to Tweed Scott (Redbud Publishing, 109
Providence Court, Victoria, TX 77904, S24.95), by Tweed Scott, i~ also a collection of quotations, except these are longer and concern all of Texas. Stung
by a barb from his Texas-born wife about the insurmountable liability of being
just that - being a native-born Texan - transplanted New Englander Scott
dctermined to understand Texas' uniqueness. What he has compiled, then, is a
handsome book with the comments of about sixty Texans speaking on their
part of the pic. Most are normal folks, but I happen to know these commentators - Liz Carpenter, Paul Hutton, and Carol and Dick VoigteJ. Illustrations
presented in what I think is called sepia decorate the volume nicely.
State Capitols: Temples of Sovereignty (Excelsior, 133 Main St, Delhi.
NY 13753-1219, $79.95), written, photographed, and produced by Francis Pia
Ruggiero, must weigh five pounds. That is because the book is nearly 7nO
pages long, with 824 photographs. aU printed on some pretty high-quality,
slick paper. Nothing else would do for this one, for which Ruggiero and wife
Marcy drove 21,393 miles and flew another 4,316 miles to visit, photograph,
and study all fifty state capitols. The contents are compartmentalized as
Original States (13); Charter States (11) - essentially Appalachia to the
Mississippi: Nation States (3) - Vermont, Hawaii, and Texas, naturally;
Purchased States (17) essentially the Loui~iana Purchase and the Oregon
Territory settlement; and War States (6), those taken from Mexico except West
Virginia, which was taken from Virginia. Entries are similar, so lets look at
Texas, beglnning on page 324 with a painting of the Alamo with the artist's
best guess of the likenesses of Bowie, Crockett. and Travis, plus, for some reason, Sam Houston - faced by a great photo of our pink capitol, with a text
about Texas history, not the capitol, but there are twenty-three excellent photos of the dome, statues, and floor decorations. Good gift for a youngster
studying what we used to call "civics" in French High School somctime last
century.

Presidential Humor: For Candidates, Speechwriters, and Voters,
Preachers. HOUSel'llives, Janitors. Hecklers. and Other Political Types (Bright
Sky Press, P.O. Box 416, Albany, TX 76430, S9.95), by Liz Carpenter, has a
title about as long as the text. That text contains humorous anecdotes involving American political figures from George Washington to George W. BushFirst to Worst - says one Line, divided into nearly thirty topics that range from
how to handle hecklers to taxes. Some of the stories have appeared in earlier
publications, but anything by or about Liz Carpenter is always worth investigating. After all, shc's Gettinf: Better All The Time.
Ne-~'

More politics. In.side The Carnival: Unmasking Louisiana Politics. With A
Epilogue (Louisiana State University Press, P.O. Box 25053, Baton
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Rouge, LA 70894-5053, $17.95), by LSU political scientist Wayne Parent,
first appeared in 2004. Comes now this paperbound edition. Let me say first
that the font is far too small, regardless of how much paper, ink, and money
this may have saved LSU Press. Beyond that, though, this is an excellent
examination of what makes Louisiana as it is, politically and other wise_
Parent's long tenure as observer, teacher, and participant in the state's political
process makes him an expert on his subject, where others, such as I, remain
interested amateur observers. At least the politics of our eastern neighbor are
always interesting and often fun. This is a good source to learn why that is so,
but get your eyes checked before/after reading it.
Another grand picture book is Under Stately Oaks: A Pictorial Histor,v of
LSU, revised, with text by Thomas F. Ruffin, and photography research and
editing by 10 Jackson and Mary J. Hebert, and a new foreword by Chancellor
Sean O'Neefe (Louisiana State University Press, P.O. Box 25053, Baton
Rouge, LA 70894-5053, $39.95). This large (9"x 11") volume begins. as it
should, with William T. Sherman and Pineville, a skeleton-in-the-closet for
this one-time Confederate state, then rises through federal largess (another
not-much-touted-if-not-exactly secret fact is that LSD is also an A&M
University), moving to Baton Rouge, the blessings and curses of the affection
of the Kingfish, and so on, continuing to the building of the great university
that LSD has become despite granting me a degree long, long ago. 1 was
pleased to see photos of Troy Middleton, the good WWII soldier who conquered Pointe-de-Hoc at Normandy and came home to guide LSU, and I nearly teared up at the photo of T. Harry Williams on page 126. I have a photo of
a meaner looking T. Harry on my office wall to remind me to get to work~, one
of the things he said to me most when I was his graduate assistant in 1962, and
friend thereafter until his death. You can't go back - but it is certainly good to
look at pictures of it.
This one is a horse of a different color - actually, it is Ultimate Horse
Barns, by Randy Leffingwell (Voyageur Press, MBI Publishing Company, 729
Prospect Ave, P.O. Box 1, Osceola, WI 54020, $34.95), who readily admits
that "ultimate," even beauty, is relative. His collection of eighteen facilities all
met these criteria: "Their innovation; clever response to site challenges; beauty; meticulous attention to details, equine health, and safety: or their historical
context.. .." Some says Leffingwell, remained in use and useful more than a
century after construction. There is text, but of cour~e the primary feature is
hundreds of photos of the structures themselves, and few include horses - but
the buildings remain the focus. You are likely to think that some of these places
are too fancy for horses, that people ought to Jive in them, until you remember
the economic worth and potential of a Triple Crown winner, or its equivalent,
in other equestrian enterprises. Then, one might be willing to live in a tent if
necessary for one's horse to inhabit a structure than protects its value. Some of
these buildings are massive and ornate, others modem and functional, and all
are devoted to the magnificent animal that captures all of us - especially little
girls. If there is a psychological explanation for that please don't tell me and
spoil the fineness of it. Great pictures. Wish I had a horse and a barn like any
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of these "ultimate" ones for its dwelling. Architects will like this book; horse
fanciers will love it.
One Christmas in Old Tascosa, by Cassandra Firman As Told by
Quintelle Speck-Finnan Garmany (Texas Tech University Press, P.O. Box
41037, Lubbock, TX 79409, $21.95), with foreword by Red Stegall, appeared
for the Christmas sales of 2006, but as you receive this review later than that,
it will still be a good read in 2007, especially if you remember the Depression
and the Dust Bowl - and if you don't "remember," then they are a good place
to grasp the spirit of those times. Most of all, this story is about family before
that institution became a political football. Stegall's foreword is an important
part of this. He remembers,
D-Day Survivor: An Autobiography, by Harold Baumgarten (Pelican
Publishing Company, 1000 Burmaster St, Gretna, LA 70053-2246, $25),
emphasizes the surviving more than activities on the actual D-Day.
Baumgarten grew up in a Jewish neighborhood in New York City and entered
the Army while still living there. He was assigned to the Twenty-Ninth
Infantry Division, 116 Regiment, and went ashore in the Dog Green sector of
Omaha Beach, the area depicted in Steven Spielberg~s film, "Saving Private
Ryan," Baumgarten survived five separate wounds that day, literally from head
to foot, and endured multiple surgeries - including pla!\tic surgery - during his
recovery. He moved to Florida and became a medical doctor after the war,
Describing these experiences consumes about forcy-percent of D-Day
Survivor; the rest recounts Baumgarten's considerable efforts, and success, in
keeping the memory of fallen comrades in the Twenty-Ninth vivid.
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The Firsl Texas Nal'Y. John Powers (Woodmont Books, P.O. Box 50103.
Austln, TX 78763-0103) 2006. Contents. Maps. Appendice~. Notes.
Biblio. Index. P. 309. $49. Hardcover.
Judge John Powers' The First Texas Navy is a remarkable compilation of
data on the fabled fIrst Texas Navy, which plied the waters of the Gulf of Mexico
from 1835 to 1837. Told from the perspective of a sixth-generation Texan who
held the rank of captain in the U.S. Navy, The First Texas Navy contains a wealth
of detailed information. all woven into a fascinating story that most Texans have
never known - the story of the fight for Texas independence at sea.

The First Texas Navy set& the backdrop with an overview of the influence
of the sea on a region known for its large, dry land area. Highl1ghting the
importance of maritime commerce to the struggling Texas colonists, First
Texas Navy brings colorful naval captains, privateers, amateur admirals., and
hard-driving seamen into the picture of the Texas Revolution with the smooth
deliberation of a Texas marine launch gliding onto a sandy Gulf shore.
Powers' explanations of naval procedure and warfare during the twilight of the
Age of Sail give the scholar and general reader a level of detail unmatched in
any prevlous work.
What sets The FirsT Texas Navy apart from all other narratives of the
Republic of Texas is its principle focus on the first four warships of Texas the flagship Independence, the former privateer Libert}·, and the two schooners
of war Brutus and Invincible - and the crews who manned them. Judge
Powers, a long-time Texas court of appeals jurist. bring to modem scholarship
the critical eye of a man familiar with the process of piecing together fragmentary evidence into a story that will appeal to a lay audience. The result is an
indispensable record of the wooden walls that protected the fledgling republic
during its darke~L most uncertain years.
Jonathan W. Jordan
Atlanta, Georgia

Jose Maria de .Ie.rws Can'ajal: The L(fe and Times (~r A Jlexican
Revolutionary. Joseph E. Chance (Trinlty University Press. One Trinity

Place, San Antonio, TX 78212-7200) 2006. Content.-;. Map. Appendix.
Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 283. $35. Hardcover.
The Anglo-Texan Creation Myth has long held that, in the beginning, it was
enterprising American yeomen-farmers and intrepid frontiersmen who settled
and civiIi"ed thc Lone Star State. Texans have atway~ proudly professed a simple faith that their antecedents from the United States were the true covenant
people who wrested this wilderness Zion from the clutches of Mexican tyrants
and in the process anointed the land with liberty. If only the Gospel truth could
be revealed as easily as. such legends are born and cultivated.
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For the serious h1storian of the American Southwest, and specifically
those willing to commit heresy, few tasks are more daunting than stripping
away the mystique of the Texan Genesis story. But in a study that is both biography and border history. Joseph E. Chance does just that. And he does it well.
As the title suggests, in Jose Maria de Jesus Carvajal: The Life and Times of
II Mexican Revolutionary, Chance provides scholars and laymen alike the
compelling tale of a remarkable man and the political movements he helped to
inspire along the Rio Grande frontier.
Chance skillfully traverses Lhe life and career of the little known and long
neglected figure of Jose Maria de Jesus Carvajal. From his obscure beginnings
in the Spanish village of San Antonio de Bejar, through his formative years on
the Texas and Kentucky frontiers, through the tempests of war and revolution,
Carvajal emerges here from the shadows of a cultural contlict as a complex,
even enigmatic figure, almost as elusive to the biographer as he was to his enemies on the U.S.-Mexican border. American educated, a convert to the
Protestant faith, a passionate champion of democratic ideals and land reform,
soldier, rebel, filibuster. inteJlectual, dreamer, protege of none other than
Stephen F. Austin, and later a devoted .Tuarista dedicated to the liberation of
the Mexican nation from the clutches of French imperialists: Carvajal was a
man of many dimensions, and one whose life is bound up 1n the greater historical struggle for human freedom and equality.
Chance is at his best in telling the unlikely story of Carvajal's quixotic
quest to establish a huffer Republic of the Sierra Madre. With a balanced and
unbiased view he recounts how Carvajal, with the help of Texan soldiers of
fortune and a prominent Anglo power elite, incited the so-called Merchant's
War in the autumn of 1851. And he brings the reader to the astonishing reahty that Carvajal and other separatists (most of the Anglos heing defenders of
slavery), nearly succeeded in their bold venture.
While this work is both aptly documented and well crafted, maps and
illustrations would have enhanced the narrative. That said, the author should
still be commended as he succeeded in tll1ing a notable void in the literature
of the Lone Star State as well as Mexico. For. although no known photograph
or painting of Carvajal has survived. and even a good physical of the man is
lacking, we now have a portrait of one of the most lntluent1alleaders that the
Lower Rio Grande border country ever knew. And that portrait bears little likencs~ to the Anglo icons of popular imagination.
Michael L. ColJins
Midwestern State University
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Curandem: A Life in Mexicmz Folk Healing, Eliseo "Cheo" Torres with
Timothy L. Sawyer, Jr. (University of New Mexico Press. MSC 01 1200,
I University of New Mexico Albuquerque, NM 87131-00(1) 2005.
Contents. IlIus. Epi (ogue. Index. P. 170. $14.95. Paperback.
Eliseo Torres and Timothy Sawyer have provided a personal look at the
practice of curanderismo in the pubhcation. They convey narratives, or cuentas, of famous and lesser-known curanderos in northern Mexico and South
Texas, thus placing their subject matter appropriately in a transnational context. Torres recounted many of hls own experiences wlth folk healing. including his self-defined "spiritual awakening" in Espinazo, Nuevo Leon, Mexico,
as well as childhood encounters with South Texas cUrllnderos. The authors
delved beyond these personal vignettes, recounting the histories of legendary
folk healers such as Don Pedrito Jaramillo. The authors successfully explained
the syncretic nature of curanderismo, tracing ho\\; both indigenous and
Christian traditions have influenced its development and practice.
Torres and Sawyer, both of whom hold doctorates, claimed that they "set
aside" their academic training when writing this book and relied on personal
observations rather than dispassionate analytical observations. This is a weakness in the preparation of the manuscript. The absence of endnotes made it difficult to determine the sources of their information. In other cases, reliance on
oral interviews from a single source to convey information about historical
folk healers weakened their contentions. Certainly oral histories constitute
important sources for anyone dealing with the subject of curanderismo. but
one should be reluctant to accept infonnation without corroboration.
Readers seeking an introduction to the topic of folk healing in South
Texas will enjoy reading Curandero: A Life in Mexican Folk Healing for the
anecdotes it provides and the passion its authors convey. Those interested in
more advanced studies should refer to other works.
Shannon L Baker
Texas A&M University, Kingsville

Children of Perdition: Melwzgeons and the Struggle of Mixed America, Tim
Hashaw (Mcrcer University Press, 1400 Coleman Ave. Macon, GA
31207-0001) 2006. Contents. Index. P. 182. $35. Hardcover.
What happened to the descendants of the first African Americans who
lived in a British North American colony? This is the question Tim Hashaw
tackled in Children of Perdition: Melungeons and the Struf?f?/e uf Mixed
America. The first Africans in North America arrived in 1619 at the Jamestown
settlement in Virginia. Until 1690 the British government classified some of
lhese immigrants as indentured servants, not slaves. Upon completing their
contract these Africans were set free. Some of the males married into local
families. both Indian and English. and settled in the Tidewater region. Most
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fled Virginia and settled the remote areas of the Appalachian Mountains. To
avoid enslavement these peoples fe-invented themselves as Melungeons, a
mysterious people of white ancestors who descended from the Portuguese, or
the Phoenicians, or the Welsh, or the Black Dutch, or the Black Irish, depending on the situation.
Melungeons escaped enslavement by constantly moving to the western
edge of the American frontier. The first Melungeons entered East Texas early
in the 1S30s and settled near present day Orange. Their arrival effected Texas
history in two ways. According to the author, Melungcons, nol Spaniards,
developed, "Innovations such as cattle drives on horseback, open ranges, corrals, summer and winter pastures, bulldogging and steer wrestling," while
residing in South Carolina, and introduced them to Texas, (p. 42). They invented the bullwhip and coined the words "buckaroo" and "corral." In 1856, due
to racial unrest, Melungeons in Orange organized a Regulator company for
self-protection. Whites in the area formed the Moderators, The groups clashed
and the result was a total victory by the Moderators in what the author called,
"The Orange County War of 1856." Most Melungeons fled East Texas and
re~ettled in Louisiana.
Students of American racial history will enjoy this book. Students of East
Texas history probably will not.
Donald Willett
Texas A&M University at Galveston

The Yankee Invasion of Texas. Stephen A. Townsend (Texas A&M University
Press, 4354 TAMU College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2006. Contents.
IIlus. Notes. Bibbo. Index. P. UN. $25. Hardcover.

In this slim volume, Stephen A. Townsend provides an informative and
richly detailed narrative of Union efforts to establish a military presence in
Texa'\ and curtail trade between Texas and Mexico. President Abraham
Lincoln viewed the war west of the Mississippi River as central to Union
efforts to crush the Confederacy. The revenue provided by the exporting of cotton through Texas to Mexican ports was central to sustaining the Confederate
war effort. The author's account includes detailed analysis of the reaction of
the populace, including leading business, military, and political leaders, to
Union troops in Texas.
In 1863 Union forces led by Major General Nathanial Banks launched the
Rio Grande expedition from New Orleans, Union forces captured Brownsville
and occupied territory along the Texas coast and lower Rio Grande River.
Advances by Union forces against Confederate positions were often shortlived or unsuccessful. Union otIicers complained bitterly of the lack of reinforcements and supplies to trOOpl'i stationed in Texas.
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Townsend's narrative includes thoughtful analysis of the relationship
between the Union, the Confederacy, and Mexico. The author demonstrates
the tenuous nature of politic1\ in Mexico during the Civil War. Lincoln and
General Ulysses S. Grant viewed the precarious political situation in Mexico
with concern, believing that the French occupation of Mexico held dan£erous
implications for the Union \var effort.
The author utilizes a wide range of archival sources to support his analysis of the military situation in Texas. The book's only weakness is its lack of
adequate campaign maps. Periodic campaign maps would have provided the
reader with a bettcr undcrstanding of troop movements during thc Rio Grande
expedition. Nevertheless, Townsend's book is an invaluable addition to the
study of Confederate Texas.
Melanie Kirkland
Texas Christian University

A Crisis in Confederate Command: Edmund Kirh.v Smith, Richard Taylor and
the Army of the Trans-Mississippi, Jeffrey S. Prushankin (Louisiana State
University Press, P.O. Box 25053, Baton Rouge, LA 70894-5053) 2005,
Contents. Maps. Notes. Illus. Biblio. Index. P. 308. $39.95. Hardcover.
One of the most complex command relationships in the Civil War took
place in the Confederate Department of the Trans-Mississippi, based in
Shreveport. Lieutenant General Edmund Kirby Smith ran this immense area.
This westernmost of the Confederate commands was so remote that Smith was
able to run it almost as an independent country. Of the three district commanders under his direction, the most contentious relationship involved Major
General Richard Taylor, who led thc District of Western Louisiana.
Smith, a West Point graduate, was in his late thirties during the war, but
his leadership style resembled that of someone a generation older. He loved
fortifications and large command staffs. Smith loved to plan and ponder situations until action necessitated movement.
Richard Taylor was only slightly younger, but of a completely different
mindset. The son of President Zachary Taylor and a graduate of Yale, he was
not a West Puinter. He was an aristocrat and a plantation owner. Taylor
received his military training under General TJ. "Stonewall" Jackson in
Virginia. He was aggressive, hyper, and mercurial. Taylor was also the brother of Jefferson Davis' first wife, Sarah Knox Taylor, and the two men remained
close persunal friends.
Smith and Taylor mixed like oil and water. After the Red River Campaign,
Taylor, justifiably, was so upset over Smith's ponderous actions that his complaints got him fired. The Confederate Congress gave him its thanks and promoted him almost simultaneously.
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No one has analyzed this complex relationship better than Jeffery
Prushankin. He has explored the depths of this conflict and possesses, without
a doubt, the best understanding of it. His writing style is clear and his prose is
superb. This raises the benchmark on all such studies.
Gary D. Joiner
Louisiana State University-Shreveport

White Man's Paper Trail: Grand Councils and Treaty·Making 011 the Central
Plains, Stan Hoig (University Press of Colorado, 5589 Arapahoe Ave,
Suite 206C Boulder, CO 80303) 2006. Contents. Illus. Biblio. Appendix.
Notes. Index. P. 245. $34.95. Hardcover.

This book presents a historical narrative discussing the treaty-making
process between the governments of the United States and the Republic of
Texas with the Indians of the central Great Plains from 1815 to 1871. Stan
Hoig, a renowned scholar of journalism and American Indian history, defines
the Central Plains as the area extending between Texas and the Dakotas. Many
different Indian trihes lived in this vast expanse of blson rangeland and Hoig
provides a unique "interrelated overview" of the numerous diplomatic discussions and agreements these tribes had with U.S. and Texas government officials. Hoig employs the narrative of these events to retlect upon the legalities
and ethics associated with general American Indian policy as it relates to the
issues of national conquest and Indian sovereignty.
Americans' inheritance of a tradition of basing land claims on European
discovery and exploration along with one that recognized innate tribal ownership of lands and political sovereignty contributed to a contradictory approach
towards the continent's original inhahitants. The conflicting nature ofthls relationship played a large role in the various lTagedies associated with the submission of the Plains tribes and the forleiture of their territory. The situation in
the Republic of Texas, for example, epitomized the inconsistencies associated
with the general American approach to Indian land claims, treaties, and sovereignty. Although the sympathetic Indian diplomacy of President Sam Houston
contrasted sharply with the unforgiving military action of his successor,
Mirabeau Lamar, it nevertheless represented the two sides of the general
American approach to Indians. According to Hoig, this conflicted historical
heritage ultimately contributed to political deception and dishonesty, empty
promises, and the physical removal of Comanches, Kiowas, Cherokees,
Wichitas, and Caddos from the state.
Although the author acknowledges that the American treaty-making
process did offer Indian tribes more than "outright oppression," he concludes
that the social injustices associated with the treaty process stemmed from the
"majority-accepted attitude of white male superiority" existing during that
time (p. 184). This conclusion may be a bit trite, but Hoig's narrative overview
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of this process on the Central Plains is informative and will he appreciated by
those who have desired such a precis.
Gerald Betty
Angelo State University

Savage Frontier: Rangers, Riflemen, and Indian Wars in Texas. Volume II,
1838-1839, Stephen L. Moore (University of North Texas Press, P.O. Box
311336, Denton, TX 76203-1136) 2006. Contents. Illus. Maps. Notes.
Biblio. Index. P. 432. $34.95. Hardcover.

During the Republic Era, the Texas frontier and southern border was vulnerable to depredations from Indians and Mexican rebels. Stephen L. Moore
examines how Texans defended themselves and exacted revenge on these perpetrators. Moore, author of five books on Texas and World War II history, provides a well researched, highly detailed, and well organized chronicle "of the
expeditions, battles, and leaders of the Texas frontier defense system"(p. xi),
from 1838-1839. This book is the second installment of a three-volume series
examining Texas frontier defense during the Republic Era.
Though Savage Frontier chronicles the events and people involved in
frontier defense, the book also provides a description of a major change in the
Texas frontier defense system. This change occurred when the Texas presidency transitioned from Sam Houston to Mirabeau Buonaparte Lamar. Houston
proposed to seltle hostilities with Indians through treaties. Wanting to demonstrate his peaceful intentions, his strategy motivated him to cut funding to the
Texas anny, forcing Texans to rely on volunteer militia. When Lamar took the
office, he reversed Houston's strategy and established an aggressive Indian
policy with the formation of a permanent Texas Army and Ranger units.
Moore does an excellent job using primary sources, including muster
rolls, letters, diaries, and memoirs of the Texans. Another strength of the book
is that the author gives a modem description of where the battles and depredations occurred, allowing the reader to locate them ea<;ily. Overall, this is a
sound book and is useful as a reference source.
Charles D. Grear
Prairie View A & M University

Texas Constables: A Frontier Heritage, Allen G. Hatley (Texas Tech
University Press. P.O Box 41037, Lubbock, TX 79409-1037) 2006.
Contents. IIlus. Notes. Biblio, Index. P. 237. $18.95. Paperback.

The historical ancestors of the modem constable were arguably present in
the English Royal System as early as 871 A.D. Article 45 of Magna Charta
explicicly mentions the office. The constable was an important office in the

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

75

thirteen original American colonies from the 1640s. The office is provided in
every Texas constitution and was Texas' most active law enforcement officer
until the 1870s. In the twentieth century, the county sheriff displaced the constable as preeminent agent of local law enforcement. Hatley convincingly
shows that the Constable still plays a vital role in local Texas government.
Allen Hatley skillfully combines historical, legal, sociological, economic,
regional, political. and anecdotal materials in a broad, gmphic portrdit of the office.
As a twice-elected constable in Bandera County, Hatley adds gravitas to his illumination of what has always been an incomplete public picture of the Texas constable.
Hatley highlights thc dynamics of the Texas Constable from the Austin
colony to the present day. The factors shaping the office, from the individualities of its occupants. the nature of Texas governments. to the social, political,
and economic forces of Texas history, are analyzed systematically.
Some of the most notorious characters of the American West are woven
into the anecdotal materials for a lively perspective on the often-violent evolution of this office.
Appendices expand the scope of the book through a look at constables
outside of Texas, insights into today's Texas constahles, and of Texas constables lost in the line of duty.
With thorough documentation and comprehensive bibhography, this book
fills a serious gap in the literature of Texas law enforcement.
James G. Dickson
Stephen F. Austin State University

900 Miles on the Butterfield Trail. A.C. Greene (University of North Texas
Press, P.O. Box 311336, Denton, TX 76203-1336) 1994. Reprint 2006.
Contents. Maps. lIlus. Biblio. Index. P. 294. $27.95. Paperback.
Eminent historian A.C. Greene has once again proven his literary prowess
as he depicls in vivid and entertaining manner the saga of the impressive but
short-lived Butterlield stage line. Using a "then and now" approach in 900
Miles on the Buttetfield Trail. Greene brings the famous Overland Mail Route
to life. This interesting story of the 3,134-mile Butterfield Trail, 700 miles of
which traversed Texas, is told largely through the eyes of Waterman Lily
Onnsby. Jr., who traveled the entire route on the initial journey from Tipton,
Missouri, to San Francisco, California, in 1858. Onnsby. a young reporter for
the Ne}1! York Herald. was invited by John Butterfield to make the trip free of
charge in exchange for writing eyewitness accounLs of his experiences and
observations along the way for publication in the newspaper.
One hundred forty years later, A.C. and Judy Greene followed a YOO-mile
section of the famous mail route, beginning on the north bank of the Red River,
through Texas, and into Arizona. With his usual expertise in documenting locations and pertinent information. Greene found that Ormsby's account of the
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trip "holds up almost point by point. As for accllracy and interpretation, the
years have proved him also to be a good historian."
Especially interesting to East Texas historians is the passage of the overland mail bill by the United States Congress in 1857. According to Greene. the
world's demand to reach the West in a timely fashion with mail and news
occurred "mainly through the efforts of Senator Thomas J. Rusk of Texas,
Senator W.M. Gwin of California, and Congressman John S. Phelps of
Missouri-each of whom represented a state with potential to benefit from the
bill.'·
Early passengers on the Butterfield stage line enjoyed the opulence of the
coach's leather interiors. original oil paintings on outside door" and candle
lamps both inside and out. Greene leaves no stone untumcd as he leads the
reader through both the pleasantries and rigors of the twenty-four-day odyssey.
Tedium of the journey was broken by the blast of the driver's brass bugle as he
approached each of the 200 \\'ay-stations along the route.
Greene's notes at the end of each section are as informative as the book
itself, and the detailed maps are helpful in picturing the entire route. I certainly recommend 900 Miles on the Butteifield Trail as a welcome addition to the
serious historian's library.
Betty Oglesbee
San Augustine, Texas

Texas Women on the Cattle Trails. Sara R. Massey, editor (Texas A&M
University Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2006.
Contents. Illus. Contrihutors. Bihlio. Index. P. 326. $29.95. Hardcover.
In this edited work, Sara R. Massey presents the lives of sixteen Texas
women who traveled the cattle trail~ from Texas during the late nineteenth century. Their experiences were as varied as their bat:kgrounds and motivations
for embarking on such journeys. While some of these \vomen had no choice
but to join their husbands on cattle drives. others relished the opportunity to
break free from the proper Victorian lady norm of the period. Instead of walking beside a mule or riding sidesaddle, as many early women in the West had,
these Texas women rode just like the men, alongside the men, and in some
cases, even wore pants. In one case, the shock of a woman on horseback \.\;earing such attire caused one man to exclaim, "My God~ I knew she'd do it! Here
she comes wearin' them britches!" (p. 225).
Over the past several decades. hi~torians have acknowledged women's
contributions to the history of the west and to cattle drives across the United
States. But what separates this book from other publications is that it offers
specific names, faces, and stories of an assortment of women who took to the
Texas cattle trails between 1868 and 1889. Some enjoyed great financial success as a result of their time on the cattle trails (Bettie Matthews Reynolds),
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while others met with failure (Catherine Malone Medlin). Many were native
Texans (Anna M. Slaughter), while others hailed from as far away as New
York (Cornelia Adair). Some of the women married quite young (Viola P.
Anderson at fifteen), while others entered matrimony much later in life (Lizzie
Johnson Wilhams at thiny-nine). From Victoria to San Angelo (Alma Bailey
Miles), from Clarendon to Cotulla (Amanda Burks), the adventures of these
women took them across and outside Texas, exemplifying the pluck and
ruggedness that life on the cattle trails demanded. American society decided
early on that the West was no place for women. But as Massey and these anides prove, each of these women earned the right to be called "cattle queens"
(p.7).

Dana Cooper
Collin County Community College

A Texas Cmvboy's Journal: lJp the Trail to Kan.sas in 1868, Jack Bailey, David
Dary, editor (University of Oklahoma Press, 2800 Venture Dr., Norman,
OK 73069-8216) 2006. Contents. lllus. Biblio. Index. P. 160. $24.95.
Hardcover.
There is much to be thankful for in the tenacity of Jack Bailey, dirt farmer
from East Texas turned drover, because without his fine journal the (so far)
earliest record of a trail drive from Texas to Kansas would be undocumented.
And Bailey told it alL too, the good times and the bad. the fun and the sad, the
easy and the hard, of life on the trail.
Written in a "mottled green and blaek cardboard" (p. xiii) copybook, sections of the cover of which "were missing, as were the first eighteen pages of
the notehook" (p. xiii), and mostly written in ink, which means a steel-nib pen
and an inkwell of some kind, this little book is a day-to-day joumal of a trail
drive before even the tenn frail drive had come into common usage. And the
journal lay around from 1868 in a variety of place" until October 9, 2001,
when it was brought to the attention of otT'icials at the National Cowboy &
Westem Heritage Museum. They jumped on this journal like a dog on a bone,
not just because of its rarity but also because of its clarity of description, fullness of detail, terseness of verbiage - in short, all those things that make it, like
any work of Charley Siringo's, ring true.
Bailey must have had more than a rudimentary education because he uses
good grammar in most places. although the occasional bad bit of spelling does
creep in, especially with place names and other proper nouns. It is difficult to
imagine in this throwaway Hie pen age the troubles he \-vent through to write
his journal, which he kept current on an almost daily basis, even finding substitute materials out of which to make ink. He also says that he would have
written more but this journal contained all the paper he had so he had to make
do. And well did he make do. How he ·'wrote in his journal throughout the
day" (p. xxviii) while herding the beeves is a mystery, and how he wrote at
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night when dog-tired is nothing short of amazing! And his penmanship is outstanding!
One peculiar locution of Bailey is his use of the word strike. As a veteran
of the War Between the States, he had to know that when he says "we struck
camp" (p. xv) the meaning would be taken that camp was moved, yet such is
not his meaning; he is using the definition that means they came upon or
reached camp. He uses this word in this manner throughout the journal, which
can be a bit confusing until one gets used to it.
Bailey's Southern upbringing is shown throughout the journal, which
begins on Tuesday, August 5, 1868 and goes through November 8, t868. He
mentions Negro cowboys and also the Buffalo Soldiers and is not seemingly
impressed with either body of men.
The health of both men and women on the drive (sounds like The Covered

WaRon at times, come to think of it) are duly noted, as are all geographic and
topographic irregularities and landmarks. Visitors are registered by name in
the journal if the name is known; if not, a description is given. Friends from
Texas who have settled along the trail are tallied as well.
This is a fine little book, fun to read, rollicking and packed with information. And it could be wondered if Bailey had ever read Shakespeare because of
the ending words he penned:
Now you have my travels to Kansas + back home. I have left out some things.
that I wish I had put in but my paper run short before I got to Kan~as. I don'l
force you to read this so if you don't like it. just lay it down + don't criticize
me for I make no pretintions [sic] toward writeing [sic] or any thing of the
kind. Hope it will interest some people.

And so it will, friends; and so it will.
H.C. Arbuckle HI
Corpus Christi, Texas

Leavin' a Testimon.v: Portraits from Rural Texas, Patsy Cravens (University of
Texas Press, P. O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-7819) 2006. Contents.
B&W Photos. P. 303. $34.95. Hardcover.
Stories and images help our minds make sense of history. They give us a
voice and a face to connect with the facts about economic depression, wars,
and racial violence, and reveal the dignity with which working people meet
life's challenges. Stories and images also lead us to self-discovery. as Patsy
Cravens testifies about her experience in creating Leavin) a Testimonv:
Portraits from Rural Texas. While working on the project, Cravens discovered
her talent for black-and-white photography, developed an admiration for the
elegant self-expression of plain people, and became conscious of the impa<.:t of
racial bigotry on individuals and families.
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Set in Colorado County, Leavin' a Testimony presents the human side of a
history shared between Central Texas and East Texas. Colorado County lies about
halfway between Austin and Matagorda Bay along the river for which it was
named. There, as in the surrounding region, Texans with Anglo, African, German,
Eastern European, and Mexican roots cultivated cotton and corn, raised cattle,
and related to one another on the basis of racial, ethnic, and economic differences.

In compelling duotone photographs and unforgettable oral history narratives collected during the 1980s and 19905, Cravens documented everyday
places and ordinary lives in Colorado County. Inspired by her first interviewee,
a local black farmer, Cravens continued soliciting memories from women and
men, middle-aged and older, representing an array of backgrounds, occupations, and viewpoints For twenty years. The resulting "folk history" (p. xii) has
an effect akin to the narratives and photographs created in the 1930s and 1940s
by the Federal Writers' Project and the Farm Security Administration.
Leavin' a Testimony is a valuable interdisciplinary resource for students
and researchers of twentieth-century Southern and Wcstcrn U.S. history, as well
as a model for the layperson interested in preserving community memory.

Lois E. Myers
Baylor University

"Catch 'em Alive Jack:" The Life and Adventures of an American Pioneer,
John R. Abernathy (The University of Nebraska Press, 111 Lincoln Mall,
Lincoln, NE 6X588-0630) 1936. Reprint 2006. Contents. P. 224. $12.95.
Paperback.
Texas Rattlesnake Tales, Tom Wideman (State House Press, Box 637,
McMurry University, Abilene, TX 79697-0637) 2006. Contents. B&/W
IIlus. P. 135. $14.95. Paperback.

The capture of dangerous animals is the basic story line of both of these
books. "Catch 'em Alive Jack" is the autobiography of John Abernathy (18761941). A turning point in Abernathy's life came when he was fifteen years old.
During a desperate battle betwcen his dogs and a wolf, Jack dismounted to
assist the dogs and the wolf sprang for his throat. Abernathy raised his right
arm to push the beast away and his hand went deep inside the wolf's mouth
beyond the sharp canine teeth. While the lower jaw was clasped with Jack's
knuckles in the roof of the wolf's mouth, thc wolf could not bite effectively.
Having learned this enabling secret, Abernathy captured over a thousand
wolves and become a national celebrity, perlorming his daring feat before
many audiences and President Teddy Roosevelt. Although he was also successful as a cowboy, musician, lawman, rancher, and wildcat oil driller,
Abernathy chose to be remembered for his ability to subdue wolves. An excellent Foreword by Jon Coleman summarizes Abernathy's life and places it in
the context of his time.

RO
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Texas Rattlesnake Tales is a blend of rattlesnake lore and the adventures
of Tom Wideman and his friends while pursuing their quarry. The author has

long been a~sociatcd with the Sweetwater Rattlesnake Roundup, and his skill
at capturing snakes has been featured on the television program "National
Geographic Explorer." This entertaining collection of stories occasionally
comes up short on facts. Rattlesnakes do not sense vibrations through the holes
between their eyes, and there is no scientific evidence that electrical shock
treatment of a bite "neutralizes the venom" (p. 29). Animal protectionists will
be dismayed to find that the author advocates the use of gasoline vapor to drive
rattlers from their hideaways despite its auvcrse effects on haml1ess snakes and
other den inhahitants such as lizards and toads.
Stanley D. Casto
Seguin. Texas

Texas Monthly un Texas Women, Editors of Texas Monthly (University of Texas
Press, P.O. Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-78 J9) 2006. Intra, Contents. P.
229. $18.95. Paperback.

"Nowhere but Texas," you hear and perhaps nowhere but in the 2006
Texas Monthly publication of fourteen of its articles featuring Texas women
can you encounter a more diverse compilation of life stories of influential
individuals.
Some of these personalities are well-known: First Ladies Lady Bird
Johnson anu Laura Bush; Senators Barbara Jordan and Kay Bailey
Hutchinson; legendary pioneer captive Cynthia Ann Parker; infamous stripper
Candy Barr; gifted but tragic vocalists Janis Joplin and SELENA Quintanilla
Perez; Ponce Kian Marchella HELOISE Cruse Evans, the household hint
guru; and even twentieth-century witness of political anu financial history
Nellie Connally.
Two women are less famous, but nonetheless significant and intriguing in
their o\vn spheres. of influence. One of them is Neiman Marcus' world-recognized
"Grand Dame" of cosmetics, Christina Gilbert, whom Leonard Lauder has
deemed responsible for making Dalla'\ "a bellwether market for cosmetics, .. from
a per capita standpoint [beating 1New York and I"os Angeles hands down." Another
lesser-known personality is naturalized Hispanic-American Antonia Hinojosa,
whose own joum alist daughter Cecilia Balli contributed the essay on her.
Who better to communicate life experiences than a writer'! Thus, Texas
",'Omen contains accounts of versatile West Texan Hallie Stillwell as well as
nationally known provocative columnist Molly Ivlns.

Readers will appreciate the fourt~en talented authors of the articles, especially such regulars a Paul Burka, writlng "The Education of Laura Bush;" and
Skip Hollingsworth, whose article "What Does Kay Want?" is on Senator
Hutchinson.
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"Texas Women" was chosen as the first in a series of thematic compilations of Texas Monthly articles. Evan Smith, who edits the magazine, declares
that "there is a Texas woman ... independent and courageous, comfortable in
her skin, possessed of both frontier survival skills and urban sophistication,
fun-loving. forward-thinking, rich in spirit."
Ouida Whitaker Dean
Nacogdoches, Texas

Miriam "Ma" Ferguson: First Woman Governor oj Texas, Judy Alter (State
House Press, McMurry University, Box 637, Abilene, TX 79697) 2006.
Contents. Glossary. Hlus. Websites. Index. P. 71. $17.95. Hardcover.

This book is about Miriam Ferguson and her husband. Jim Ferguson. It tells
the story of how he was elected governor of Texas, served in that position, and
was then impeached in 1917. Since he could not be governor again, he encouraged his wife, Miriam, to run in 1924. She campaigned and won, bUl while she
was governor Jim shared her office, talked with legislators, and gave many
speeches. It seemed that Jim and Miriam were both acting as governor. After her
first tenn she ran f()f reelection but lost to Attorney General Dan Moody.
In 1930 Jim Ferguson persuaded his wife to run again, but she lost in the
Democratic primary to Ross Sterling, In 1932 they tried again. This time,
Miriam won the primary, a run-off. and the general election. Mrs. Ferguson
was governor again.
During her second term, Jim again had a desk in her office. The Great
Depression meant that Texans were "out of work, hungry, and desperate"
(p.58). Miriam's second term was hard. She left office in 1935, ran again with
Jim's encouragement in 1940 but was defeated, and then retired from politics.
Jim had a stroke in Pebnuuy 1944, and died on September 21 of that year.
Miriam went back to her life with her grandchildren and one of her favorite gardens,
but also continued to follow politics. She read the newspaper and kept up with old
political friends. In 1961 Miliam had a heart altack and could no longer leave her
house or work in her garden. Miriam Ferguson died on June 25, 1961. She had hved
for eighty-six years. People say her last words were, "lim! Jim! Jim]"

1 liked this book because T thought it explained things clearly. The author
taught me how important things happened and how it really was back then.
The pictures helped me imagine what it probably rcally looked like in Texas
during those years. This book also showed how the people nmning for importantjobs felt and what they had to do to get to that goal of being whatever they
wanted to be. I think this book will encourage people to keep on Lrying, just
like Miriam Ferguson did.
1 think this book should he read by students in the fourth grade or above.
Emma Barringer
Raguet Elementary School, Nacogdoches
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A llanging in Nacogdoches: Murder, Race, Politics, and Polemics in Texas's
Oldest Town. 1870-1916, Borders. (University of Texas Press, PO. Box
7819, Austin, TX 78713) 2006. Illus. Contents. P. 272. $19.95. Paperback.
Dr. Archie P. McDonald, Regent's Professor of History, Stephen F. Austin,
writes elsewhere that Gary Borders' A Hanging in Nacogdoches is not uniquely Texan, that "The purpose of the author's presentation is to show life-race
relations, politics, the economy - in a typicaL.Southern town at the transition
from the nineteenth to the twentieth century" ... "and demonstrates, that
Nacogdoches was, indeed, typical for its time and place."
In October 1902, James Buchanan murdered a fann family of three ncar
Chireno, apparently also raping the teenage daughter. Sheriff Andrew Jackson
Spradley of Nacogdoches apprehended the black man after a chase of a few
days. With the presence and assistam:c of several companies of state militiamen. the accused barely escaped lynching and finally was smuggled into the
Nacogdoches jail. The next day, he was tried without counsel, convicted, condemned to hang, and executed - within a space afthree hours. The reason for
the perversion of justice was quite horrifyingly simple: a large white mob had
that morning been digging a barbecue pit on the city square's northwest corner in preparation for roasting the condemned. A quick exchange of judicial
violence in place of mob barbarism was the tradeoff that ended the killer's life.
The gripping strength of continuity that threads this work rests not as
much on murderer James Buchanan as on the man who caught and brought
him to a final distortion of justice. Sheriff Spradley served the community and
surrounding region as lawman, marshal, and man hunter for more than thirty
years. Borders' history of Spradley threads the book. As a Democrat. then
Populist, then Democrat again, a lawman, husincssman, and editor, Spradley's
story allows the writer to weave a narrative that plunks the main storyline into
time and place in such a manner that the reader can begin to grip the social
dynamics that fuse the community and its people into a macabre drama of race
and politics.

I agree with Dr. McDonald's comments above, and suggest a caveat that
this story's elements are not exclusive to our regional history-the characters'
stories, good and bad, must singularly Interact with each reader. It reveals a
perversion of legal integrity and a sheriff caught between conflicting requirements in law and of culture.
The context of Borders' well-written, forceful, and disturbing history
compels us to dialogue with the secret chambers of our own inner selves. Trecommend it without qualification to anyone interested in Texas history and the
mystery of humanity.
Melvin C, Johnson
Angelina College
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White Metropolis: Race, Ethnicity. and Religion in Dallas, 1841-2001,
Michael Phillips, (The University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 78l9, Austin,
TX, 78713-7819) 2006. Contents. 1I1us. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 267.
$19.95. Paperback. $60. Hardcover.

As the writing of Texas history has grown increasingly sophisticated in
recent years, relatively little of this new scholarship has been directed at the
history of Texas cities. Michael Phillips addresses this shorteomlng in White
Metropolis, his study of Dallas from its founding to 2001. Phillips' focus is
race, but not as it is usually conceptualized. This is not a history of African
Americans in Dallas, or a study of Dallas race relations. Instead, Phillips
organizes his study around the concept of race in all of its' complexity.
Influenced in part by Neil Foley's tri-racial study of black, Mexican American,
and poor white workers in Texas agriculture, Phillips broadens our usually narrow concept of race to include blacks, Mexican Americans, immigrants (especially those from southern and eastern Europe), the white working class, Jews,
Catholics, and even women. These otherwise disparate groups share the fate of
having been marginalized and oppressed - sometimes violently - by the white
power elite that dominated Dallas' political and economic development and
controlled its history and its image of itself.
Central to Phillip's analysis of Dallas history is the theory of "whiteness,"
which the author defines as much as an attitude as a complexion. "Whiteness
rested on a steadfast belief in racial differences, support of capitalism, faith in
rule by the wealthy. certitude that competition and inequity arose from nature,
and rejection of an activist government that redistributed political or economic power" (p. 12). It was more an economic and political ideology than a biological or anthropological construct. It was anti-socialist and anti-collectivist.
Using "whiteness," Phillips presents DalJas history as the largely successful
struggle of Dallas elites to establish and maintain their power over the vast
majority of DalJas citizens through the use of racism and violence. Challenges
occur and they are largely defeated; even the civil rights revolution did not radically alter power relationships.
Phillips concludes his history with the observation that Dallas escaped the
violent urban riots and decay of cities such as Detroit, not because it enjoyed
a marc dynamic leadership than those failed cities, "but because a self-induced
paralysis left the structures of oppression soundly intact. Under the influence
of whiteness, Dallas learned to forget the pa'it, regret the present, and dread the
future" (p. 178).
White Metropolis will not please all readers. It is a highly ideological and
sharply critical study of Dallas, and by implication, all of urban Texas and the
urban South. Its focus is clearly on oppression and injustice, not success and
accomplishment. It is thoroughly researched and documented, although hardly balanced in its approach or its tone. Like it or not, this book needs to be read
by anyone interested in Texas history.

Cary D. Wintz
Texas Southern University
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Race and the Houston Police Depl1rf1nenr, /930-1990: A Change Did Come,
Dwight Watson (Texas A&M University Pres~, 4354 TAMU, College
Station, TX 77843-4354) 2005. Contents. lIlus. Notes. Biblio. Index. P.
208. S44.00. Hardcover.

Race and the Houston Police Department, 1930-J990: A Change Did
Come examines the racial history of the Houston Police Department in the
context of social change during rapid economic and demographic growth.
DWlght Watson. an associate professor of history, found that Houston's growth
in the 1930s spawncd transitional forces that challenged the established racial
order. Those forces evolved into direct confrontations in the 1950s and were
aggravated by the activism of the 1960s before achieving substantial transformation following a series of high-profile events in the 1960s and 1970s.
Watson concludes that the Houston pohce offered such stiff opposition that
change occurred only as result of external pressures, the benefits of which first
reached salient proportions in the administration of Chief Lee P. Brown.

Race and the Houston Police began as Watson's dissertation and it reflects
the expected qualities, including impressive research relying heavily on
archives with secondary sources intertwined. The style is workmanlike if not
refined, the thesis well grounded if not radical, and Watson deserves credit for
staying on message in an expansive contribution to a field that suffers from
underachievement.
Complaints arc few and relatively minor. At times Watson's passion outruns logic, especially in his high regard for Chief Brown, which is perhaps too
evidcnt, and he may ha\'c offered a contradiction by calling 1944 La 1959 an
era of great change for the department then writing that it "dug in" to maintain its tradition (p. 6] ). In addition. the sharpness of the before-and-after contrast would havc been heightened by covering the World War I riot that began
with the heating of a black soldier by a Houston police officer. Criticisms not
withstanding, Watson has produced a scholarly study that achieves its purpose
and is well grounded.
Harold Rich
Fort Worth, Texas

It's a Junj?le Out There: Mascot Tales from Texas High Schools. Rob Sledge
(State House Press, McMurry University, Box 637, Abilene. TX 79697)
2005. Contents. Appendices. 1Ilus. P. 184. $ 14.95. Paperback.
This volume is a fine retlection that the Lone Star State's pride and joy especially for those who enjoy Friday Night Lights., and understand that the
great variety of high school activities arc vital to community fcllowship and
student dreams of future success - often are gathered around athletics.
These pages offer enjoyable opportunities to understand how many of the
team titles were selected at morc than 1500 high schools, with 227 different

l:cAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

85

names - not including the varieties among some in spelling, and/or descriptive
adjectives. The most popular of these often-legendary trademarks is Eagle at
159 schools, more than ten percent of the state's total. The ten most popular
mascots are Eagles, Bulldogs, Tigers, Lions, Panthers, Mustangs, Wildcats,
Cougars, Indians, and HomcLs, at 706 locations. More than 100 schools "have
names unique to themselves," such as Polytechnic (Fort Worth) Parrots - "the
Poly Parrots." Other "one-of-a-kind" include the Frost Polar Bears, Taylor
Ducks, Itasca Wampus Cats, Hutto Hippos, Dumas Demons, Winters
Blizzards, Robert E. Lee (Goose Creek ISD) Ganders. Cuero Gobblers,
Progresso Red Ants, Masonic Home (Fort Worth) Mighty Mites, Tom Bean
Tomcats, and Trent Gorillas.
In each chapter, anecdotes describe how many of the mascots seemed
appropriate for a parLicular community, such as in "Storm Warnings:' when the
new coach at Amarillo yelled at his team being bothered by a heavy Panhandle
wind in 1922, "Come on, you golden sandstormers. bear down." Later, he otliclally named them at a civic luncheon - placing a truly unique Litle in a proud
placc. Similarly, there are the Lamesa Tornadoes and Floydada Whirlwinds with their IV team, Breezers, and the elementary boys are Twisters and
Dusters.
These comprehensive and always joyfully written chapters extend across
twenty-four topics such as Canines, Felines, Exotics, Soldiers, Ranch Life.
Indians, Royalty and Working Folk, Looking into the Heavens, and
"Whatchmacallits and Como se Llamas." Each section offers stories and memories to explain that school's special choice of the mascot that is now so special to them.
These are only samplings of the hundreds of details about how Texas attitudes, enjoyments, life-style, and traditions are reflected in our schools.
Anyone seeking specific information ahout their favorite high school will be
particularly graLeful for three appendices: Alphabetical Index by Mascot:
Alphabetical Index by SchooL and Mascot-Related School Addresses by the
Numbers. This volume is highly informative and thoroughly enjoyable - a true
Texas vicLory on the scoreboard of quality.

Haskell Monroe
College Station, Texas

Ty Cobb, Charles C. Alexander (Southern

Mcthodi~t University Press, P.O.
Box 750415, Dallas, TX 75275-0415) 1984. Reprint. 2005. Contents.
Illus. Epilogue. Note~. Bibbo. Afterword. (2005). Index. P. 280. $17.95.
Paperback.

In 1984 Oxford Unlversity Press published T:v Cohb. the fIrst biography
of the baseball superstar written by a professional historian. Professor Charles
Alexander of Ohio University already had established himself as an authority
on cultural and intellectual history before focllsing hi~ training and talents on
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baseball. A native of the southeastern corner of Texas, Alexander grew up
watching the Beaumont Exporters of the Texas League and he became a lifelong baseball fan. As an historian he recognized the possibilities inherent in
the statement of Jacques Barzaun that "whoever would know the mind and
heart of America had better learn baseball."
Alexander's exploration of Cobb was compelling and multifaceted. I
repeatedly have read his lively descriptions of "dead ball" play (pp. 53-56 and
89-92, for example), while being impressed by his perceptive observations on
relations between white Southerners and African Americans and on the role of
the National Pastime early in the twentieth century. Alexander's startling conclusions on the ghastly death of Cobb's father provide a key to the complex,
difficult personality of the controversial star. Georgia and Detroit and other
scenes of Cobb's timc arc brought back to life by thorough research and artful
writing,

T:v Cobb remained in print for twenty years, and during that time
Alexander produced biographies of baseball greats John J. McGraw and
Rogers Hornsby, as well as Our Game: An American Baseball History and
Breaking the Slump: Basehall in the Depression Era. While some professional historians have devoted a single book of their output to sports history,
Alexander has probed baseball with several excellent volumes during a pcriod
of more than two decades. His next book will be a biography of Tris Speaker,
a Hall of Fame outfielder from Texas and Cobb's contemporary.
The Speaker biography will be published by Southern Methodist
University Press. which has issued a reprint of Ty Cobb. In addition to keeping a valuable book in print, this edition features an afterword in which the
author discussed his approach to biography and further reflections on Cobb.
Highly recommended fOT baseball fans and those who "would know the mind
and heart of America."
Bill O'Neal
Carthage, Texas

A Texas Baptist Pm-ver StruK!?le: The Hayden Controversy, Joseph E. Early, Jr.
(University of North Texas Press, P. O. Box 311336, Denton, TX 762031336) 2005. Contents. Illus. Appendices. Notes. Biblio. Index. P. 172.
$39.95. Hardcover.

Professor Joe E. Early, Jr., has presented in A Texas Baptist Pmver
Struggle: The Hayden Controversy the full and insightful story of an important
struggle among Texas Baptists late in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
This was a religious struggle, not just between strong, opinionated individuals, but also between competing visions, virtues, and vices. Early presents
a balanced view of both sides.

EAST TEXAS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

fi7

Early sets the struggle involving Samuel Augustus Hayden and the powert"ul leaders of the Baptist General Convention of Texas. This was a struggle
involving two newspapers-the Texas Baptist and Herald and Baptist
Standard. The author explains how this was similar to controversies among the
Methodists over holiness and perfectionist theology, and the Churches of
Christ and Christian Churches splitting over mission strategy, musical instruments, and biblical interpretation. Early establishes the historical and religious
setting for the controversy involving Baptists in East Texas.
The story of how the Hayden controversy developed involves a number of
different individuals. incidents, institutions, influences, and churches. Early
details the significant role of the First Baptist Church of Dallas in this conflict.
He explains the rivalry among Baptist leaders and institutions in Texas and
both the constructive and destructive actions and attitudes of these strong personalities and powerful institutions. The role of Baylor University, the two
important newspapers, and various individuals such as B.H. Carroll, J.B.
GambrelL and lB. Cranfill are analyzed and explained.
The focus of the conflict was more than strong, opinionated leaders. It
was about the nature of the church, how churches relate to one another and
how they associate, particularly in missions and conflict. The thread that runs
through Early's narrative is how these two views of the church and conventions shaped the controversy, ultimately resulting in the creation of the Baptist
Missionary Association in East Texas. In presenting this interesting story of
theological, ecclesiological, and personal disagreement, Early draws lessons
for analysis and consideration regarding the conflict that has come to the
Southern Baptist Convention in the last twenty years and recently in another
"parting of the ways" in the creation of the Southern Baptists of Texas
Convention.
Early explains how this movement related to other elements in Baptist life,
such as the Landmark movement; Baptist editorials and news reporting (including personal attacks and accusations); the Whitsitt controversy at Southern
Seminary; the handling of convention money and resources in the Texas
Convention; the role of messengers or delegates in a convention; the Gospel
Mission Movement and how missionaries should be sent and supported.
Early has presented a readable, accurate, balanced story of an important
controversy shaping two different Baptist movements. The book has two documents in the Appendix that give interesting insights into the story. Extensive
endnotes confirm in primary and secondary sources what the author has presented in a readable and engaging narrative. The bibliography of the sources
used include primary, secondary, periodical, annuals, minutes, proceedings of
meetings, and archived collections of personal papers. This scholarly work
concludes with a good index of topics. This is a book worth reading and certainly valuable for those interested in the religious development of Texas during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.
JeITY Hopkins

East Texas Baptist University
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The Amaz.ing Faith afTexas: Common Ground on Hi!?her Ground, Roy Spence
with the People of Texas (University of Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819,
Austin, TX 78713-7819) 2006. B&W & Color Photos. P. 156. $24.95.
Hardcover.

In this attractive hook we see many examples of the settings in which
Texans practice their religious faith. We hear, as well, the ways many of them
understand the faith they practice. Roy Spence, an Austin advertising and marketing executive, is listed as the author of "The Amazing Faith," hut it appears
that he is more properly the producer or coordinator of a group project
Randall Ford drove all around Texas making photographs. Out of what
must have been thousands of exposures, 110 are reproduced in these pages.
Almost \.vithout exception these beautiful photos attract our attention and
stretch our curiosity. It would be a mistake simply to page from photo to
photo to photo. Mike Blair recorded interviews with forty-five Texans of faith
and provides us with some of their comments to complement the photos.
These interviews and photos are divided into three sections: common ground
found in faith~ common ground found in the Golden Rule; and common
ground found in values.
In the three sections we see and hear from entertainers, politicians, clergy, street workers, near-hermits, missionaries, and others. Some are highly
educated 1n religion and theology; others have learned in less fOlTIlal ways.
Taken together, Blair's interviews and Ford's photographs provide a view of
the faith of individuals in Texas at the beginning of the century.
Nelin Hudani, a Muslim, talks about ways to embrace our differences (p.
15). Garland Robertson, a Viet Nam veteran turned Mennonite peace activist,
says that the Golden Rule requires us to move the boundaries of our concern
outward until we include the whole created order (p. 87). Rabbi Samuel Karff
reminds us that faith is trust in the presence of God to discern the will of God
(p. 53). Sara Hickman is the only person interviewed who challenges the pervasive use of masculine pronouns to refer to God (p. 141).
In only one case does an interview invite us to participate in her faith community. Bertha Sadler Means asks. "Would you like to come to our church?"
51. James Episcopal, in Austin, (p. 85). In this single invitation we see, perhaps, a hint of a real problem with ''The Amazing Faith." Focused so com~
pletely on individual faith expressions, Spence and company seem to have
missed the community which is the heart of religious faith practice for most
Texan Christians. Jews, and Muslims. Community is a significant factor in
Buddhist and Hindu faith practices as well. Several of those interviewed show
little interest in common ground. In fact, they proclaim their faith individuaJistic and separated from common connections with other Texans of faith.
Sometimes instead of common ground the crew seems to have found the least
common denominator.
Photos of faith communities in action would help. Interfaith service projects, the delightful experience of a congregational dinner on the grounds,
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and/or a synagogue assembled for community worship were surely available.
Group interviews to accompany these group photographs would more clearly
picture common ground for Texans of faith.
We can begin to learn something about religious faith in Texas from this
book and enjoy doing so. A full and accurate picture, though, will demand
several other sources, not the least of which could be participation in a faith
community.
Milton S. Jordan
Georgetown, Tex.as

The Enduring Legacy of Old Southwest Humor, Ed Piaccntino, editor
(Louisiana State University Press, P.O. Box 25053, Baton Rouge, LA
70894-5053) 2006. Contents. Contributors. Index. P. 326. $49.95.
Hardcover.

The Old Southwest humorists, white, male, and well-to-do, disdained
lower class whites, women, blacks, and Yankees. They defended antebellum
Southern institutions, the genteel way of life, slavery, and the good old days.
Those nineteenth-century Southern backwoods humorists included Joseph
Glover Baldwin, George Washington Harris, and Augustus Baldwin
Longstreet. That their legacy continues today, in a supposedly more sophisticated society, ls ironic, yet it does, as editor Ed Piacentino and an articulate
group of literary critics argue in The Enduring Legacy of Old Sout!I\1'est
Humor.
The collection begins with an insightful introduction by Piacentino entitled "Intersecting Paths: The Humor of the Old Southwest as Intertext" and
ends with his valuable bibliography, "Southern Humor: A Selected Checklist
of Criticism." The central portion of the study comprises fourteen original,
scholarly essays covering two particular topics, "The Literary Legacy" and
"The Popular Culture Legacy." Since eleven of the essays cover the hterary
tradition, it constitutes the main part of the work. Even though not all acknowledge the tradition, the authors deemed by the scholars to be part of the literary
legacy include William Faulkner, Erskine Caldwell, Flannery O'Connor,
Woody Guthrie, Harry Crews, William Price Fox, and Fred Chappell. Four
essays stand out - Dawn Trouard, "From Texas with Love: Welty's Collateral
Snopeses," Ruth D. Weston, "Barry Hannah's 'High Lonesome' Humor: New
Voices for Old Grotesqueries," Edwin T. Arnold, "Cormac McCarthy's
Frontier Humor," and Winifred Morgan, "Signifying: The African-American
Trickster and the Humor of the Old Southwest."
Though the three popular culture essays come at the end of the book and
seemed on the surface to be more of a reach, the authors pointed out the relationship between this genre and the Old Southwest humorists. Particularly
appealing, perhaps because it covered the role of women in Southern, rural
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humor skillfully, was Jan Whitt's '''American Life Is Rich in Lunacy': The
Unsettling Social Commentary of The Beverly Hillbillies."
Overall this book accomplished what its title and goals suggested, that is,
to portray the varied ways in which Southern humorists of past (and current)
decades continued the storytelling tradition established in the years before the
ClviJ War by the Old Southwest humorists. The essays are enjoyable, well
written, and well documented.
Bruce A. Glasrud
Seguin, Texas

Engineering the World: Stories from The First 75 Years oj Texas Instruments,
Caleb Pirtle III (Southern Methodist University Press, P.O. Box 750415,
Dallas, TX 75275-0415) 2005. Contents. Color & B&W Photos. Index. P.
266. $27.95. Hardcover.
This handsomely illustrated volume is a celebration of the pioneering
spirit that allowed a small, geophysical exploration company from Dallas to
emerge as one of the world's leading finns in the area of advanced technology. The hulk of the narrative is framed by the research, design, and production
of Texas Instrument's advancements in technology that changed our world. A
few of these inventions include the Magnetic Anomaly Detector (MAD) used
for radars, the transistor used for radios and a host of other household devices,
the microchip for calculators and personal computers, and Digital Light
Processors for super high-definition televisions.
Pirtle creates a number of important themes that are particularly relevant
in understanding the history of Texas Instruments (TI). The Depression led
Geophysical Services, Inc., the predecessor to TI, to establish field operations
around the globe from the Middle East to Southeast Asia to Latin America.
The pursuit of a global strategy remains a cornerstone of the company as it
maintains a global sales force and research and production facilities. Similarly,
the decision to focus on the personal consumer electronics market late in the
1940s put TI at the forefront of developing technologies that made portable
and affordable end use electronic devices a reality. Most important,
Pirtle chronicles the leaders of TI who sought to create a culture of innovation that could support the best minds in the fields of math, science, and
engineering to seek the next great technology constantly.

Six earlier attempts to produce a history of Texas Instruments provided
Pirtle with abundant source material for this volume. Intelligently written
using materials contained in the TI Corporate Archives department. along with
hundreds of interviews of past and present employees, make this an important
contribution in the field of the history of technology.
Marshall Schott
Katy, Texas
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The Texas Book.- Profiles, Hist()1)~ and Reminiscences of the Universit)'~
Richard A. Holland, editor (University or Texas Press, P.O. Box 7819,
Austin, TX 78713-7819) 2006. Contents. IIlus. Acknowledgments. P. 256.
$29.95. Hardcover.

This book is about how the University of Texas at Austin by lts 125th
annlversary became a "university of the first class" in spite of politics, Civil
War, governors, the board of regents, the legislature, faculty, student protests,
segregation, and a Tower sniper. What eould have been an orange and white
t1ag waver is so skillfully organized by editor Holland, who was a bibliographer in the University of Texas Gcneral Libraries for sixteen years. The readable text should appeal not only to Longhorn alumni but be required reading
for any Texas politician or future politician. As Holland points out, the
University of Texas reflects the state of Texas. and that can be comphcated.
For example, the Frank Erwin years as regent, Holland wrote the chapter
titled "Thirteen Ways of Looking at Chairman Frank," a detailed, balanced
evaluation with information shared at the time only with the university's inner
circle. There is so much herc - Joe Franz's tribute to Richard Fleming, James
Magnuson on James Michener. the early feuding regents - George W.
Brackenridge, a former officer in the Union Army, and George W. Littlefield,
who fought for the Confederacy with Terry's Texas Rangcrs. Brackenridge and
Littlefield became the university's most generous donors in its first hundred
years and their legacy continues in the controversy over UT's statues of
Confederate herocs.
David Dettmer records "A Requiem for 8. Hall - When the Poor Boys
Ruled the Campus." A chapter on eampus architecture is illustrated with original architectural drawings. (J. Frank Dobic is said to have called the Tower a
"vertical outhouse.") Other chapters include Harry Ransom's acquisition ofthe
T.E. Hanley collection, one of the most signiflcant block purchases in the
recent history of American research libraries, and the speculation UT still is
paying for some of Ransom's purchases; segregation, integration, and reminiscences from Walter Prescott Webb, Willie Morris, Betty Sue Flowers and
Barbara Jordan - UT history recorded In the style of a long visit from a very
intel1ectual neighbor.
Cissy Stewart Lale
Fort \Vorth, Texa5.

Timeless Texas, Laurencc Parent, Photographer (Texas A&M University Press,
4354 TAMU, College Station, TX 77843-4354) 2006, Contents.
Tntroduction. B&W Photos. P. 129. $30. Hardcover.

With the exception of a few private locales, I have seen most of the sites
where Laurence Parent burned his 4x5 Tri-X black & white film for TImeless
Texns. As lt turns out, Tdidn't really "see," at least in the creative sense, in the way
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an artistic genius views the world about him. More incriminating yet. I have lived
for years nearby most of these landscapes, so I can't blame lack of opportunity!
Once the possessor of an ancient 4x5 Speed Graphic, rudimentary darkroom, and Tri-X, I can dimly sense the incredible effort patience, persistence,
and talent it took to capture these images. Parent gives us insights into what it
takes, photo by photo. If you are up for a tine visual treat, buy this book. As a
bonus, a few significant "humanscapes" are blended in, each stopping time to
give us a glimpse of Texas history.
Elmer Kelton, whose "Introduction" eloquently leads us to Parent's photo
essays, reminds us that "NOlhing is literally timeless," but also that Texas. in
its vastness still has places where "change has been gentle and easy to abide."
This is true, and for the majority of the images, twelve millennia slip by rather
timelessly. When one begins to imagine the critters that you do not sec in lhese
habitats, we begin to understand why our area of the United State~ is one of
the most biodiverse.
Deliberately, Parent has banished some twenty million resident Texans.
not to mention the other millions who visit our state annually. One wonders if,
thirty years from now, Parent or anyone else can keep forty million of us out
of the frame. My guess is that many of the landscapes will st111 be intact, as
they are conserved by Texas Parks & Wildlife, the National Park Service, the
USDA, Forest Service. private land conservation organizations such as The
Nature Conservancy, and most important of all, individual private landowners
and corporatl0ns such as Temple-Inland.
Texas is at the epicenter of a 12,000-year-old experimenl in human consumption or nature's ecological services. the natural capital. which supports all
life on Earth. We have overdrawn lhe interest on this capital and arc now consuming the corpus. Outside the depth of field of Parent's best lens is a Texas
that is living beyond its natural means, especially its water, but also il~ soils,
air quality, wildlife, and all biodiversity.
This brilliant black & white study is evocative of a Texas worth consef\'ing. challenging us to husband some of our natural capital for the future.
Someone should send a copy of Timeless Texas to every member of the Tex.as
Legislature, where important votes for our parks, wildhfe, water, and our great
grandchildren will be taken.
Dick Hat11ett

Uncertain and Ft. Davis, Texas

Before Texas Changed: A Fort Worth Bo.vhood, David Murph (TeU Press. Box
297050, Fort Worth, TX 76129-7(50) 2006. B&W Photos. P. 274. S 17.95.
Paperback.

This book boasts one of the better titles of the year and many of us wish
we had thought of it first. David Murph has written about growing up in Fort
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Worth in the 1950s, a time when the term "gang" brought images of Spanky
and Alfalfa, when "gay" was an accepted synonym for light hearted, and parents still clung, perhaps desperately, to the philosophy that ;'boys will be
boys."
The Murph family - geologist father. mother, second grader David. and
younger brother Jim - moved to the Texas Christian University neighborhood
from Tyler in 1950 and found two boys in shorts and T-shirts in the front yard
studying their new neighbor. The two hccame part of the neighborhood boys
who made up David's gang. They celebrated the arrival of black-and-white television with Maverick and Howdy Doody, spent Saturday mornings at TCU
Theater watching cm100ns and a conlinuing serial that left the hero or heroine
dangling in peril from week to week. These also were the polio years, when
friends were crippled or died.
As they matured, escapadc~ became more daring: an experiment with
naming arrows burned the zoo hay bam~ they were jailed by police sent to
break up a fight between two high school classmates; one boy was shot in the
foot during target practice. Murph and his limping friend tossed a sign through
a teacher's window and were suspended from school. Rather than face parents,
they hitchhiked to Salina, Kansas, before, hungry and exhausted, they were
picked up by police and bused home.
David Murph graduated from the University of Texas and eventually
entered the ministry. His limping friend is an urologist. Others are doctors.
lawyers. and real estate moguls. Boys will he hoys.
Cissy Stewart Lale
Fort \Vorth, Texas

Paddling The Wild Neches, Richard M. Donovan (Texas A&M University
Press, 4354 TAMU, College Station. TX 77843-4354) 2006. Contents.
Maps. B&W and Color Photos. Index. P. 237. $19.95. Flexbound.
Paddling the Wild Neches is an adventure to read. One can take this grand
and beautiful canoe trip down the Neches River \vithout the discomfort of cold
weather, mosquito bites, sand in a sleeping hag, mud on feet, and other natural conditions of a float trip. Additionally, writer Richard Donovan fill~ the rest
stops with personal and historical anecdotes of people and happenings on the
Neches back through time. Paddlinfi is a good read throughout!
Describing the sunsets and sweet water and the deer and 'coons and
'gatOl"S in the Neches bottomlands. however, was not Donovan's main purpose
for writing. Richard Donovan, like most East Texas woodsmen and naturali ~ts,
is vitally concerned with the health and well being of the Neches bottomlands
and the hardwoods and wildlife that it nurtures. And he is writing his message
La keep the Neches bottomlands wild! On the other hand, it is the nature of
Chambers of Commerce to dream about big tamed lakes and see big-spending
water-sporrspersons pouring dollars into their motel-and-hotel funds. Aye,
there's the ruh~
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Three catastrophic projects are now under discussion - building Fastrill
Dam in Anderson and Cherokee counties and Rockland Dam in Angelina and
Tyler counties and raising the height of the dam at Lake Steinhagen seven to
twelve feet. Fastrill Dam would flood 32,000 acres of hardwood bottomland.
Rockland would flood 126,000 acres. And if they raise the height of Dam B,
Martin Dies State Park, the AngelinalNeches Wildlife Management Area, and
The Forks all wiU go under water.
Donovan's response to these impending ecological disasters is his proposal to put the Neches River between Lake Palestine and Dam B under the
National Wild and Scenic River System. This will not interfere with private
ownership and management and will not give the public access to private property, but will keep privately owned lands from being condemned and inundated so that the people of Dallas can water their San Augustine grass during a
droughty summer.
Donovan's trip down the Neches - which will be one of his lifetime's
great adventures - was to learn more about the river and to focus the media's
attention on a problem that, if it takes place, will deprive generations to come
of the full heauty and grandeur of native, pristine hardwood bottom1ands and
will eliminate the animals - Lhe squirrels, hogs, deer - that depend on these
hardwoods.
Oaks and other hardwoods are the maintainers of our wildlife. The
wildlife food chain is nurtured with acorns. Timber growers have clear-cut
these hardwoods and planted pine plantations. They have gone through forests
girdling every tree that wa~ not a pine. Some have cut the trees right down to
the river's edge. If we do not save our hardwood bottomlands, we will find that
East Texas has become a sterile pine plantation.
I join Richard Donovan in his effort to put the Neches under the National
Wild and Scenic River System.
He heard no bullfrogs and saw only four snakes.
I thoroughly enjoyed Paddling the Wild Neches, and the week I
received my review copy my daughLer Maggie and I paddled ten miles down
the Neches as part of the Lufkin Chamber of Commerce's Neches River
Rendezvous, Lufkin's way of promoting the survival of the Neches bottomlands.
I have only two cavils with Dick Donovan. The Neches was not called the
Snowy River because of its white sandbars; a Spanish explorer named it after
Our Lady of the Snows, a miraculous appearance of the Virgin in Rome during a snow in August. And, more importantly, Dick needs to learn how to eat
hetter on a float trip~ his menus were really depressing.

F. E. Abernethy
Stephen F. Austin State University
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The University of Arkansas Press
CONFEDERATE GUERRILLA
The Qvil War Memoir of Joseph M. Bailey
Edited by T. Lindsay Baker
$29.95 Cloth
"This belated but welcome collaboration Detween scholar and
long-dead veteran yields as rich and thoughtful an account of
the war in the West as any left by the generals and politidans...
, Bailey's highly perceptive, firsthand ac.count is a genuine

historical treasure."

-from the series editors' preface
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SHElBY·S EXPEOrrlON TO MEXICO
An Unwritten Leaf of the War
John N. Edwards
Edited by Conger Beasley Jr.
$14.95 Paper

tbMuico'
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'The story of probably the most colorful and important
acJventure of ex-Confederates in postwar Mexico."
-awl War Book Review

201 Mcilroy Avenue • Fayetteville, AR 72701
800-626-0090 • www.uapress.com
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Savage Frontier: Rangers, Riflemen,
and Indian Wars in J'exll6",,:
,",:'~'." -

Volume/II, 1840-1841
. StepheD.Wore<'
The thrid volume of the series focuses on the evolution of the Rangers and ttre frontier warfare with the
Co~'ndtahs and pioneers, Hardcover $34.95.
Pape~k S19~95,. 44&:pp.42.b&w illu8. 4 maps._
~
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Captain J. A. Brooks, Texas Ranger
Paul Spellman
A reckless adventurer and a quiek-dnlw Ranger,
Brooks later turned in his six-shooter to serve as a
county judge. His life refelcts the raucous era of the
latc nineteenth and early twentieth-century American
West. Hardcover $24.95.288 pp. 29 b&w illns.

Folklore: In All of Us, In All ~ Do
Kenneth L. Untiedt, ed.
Although folklore is so much a part of our daily
lives, we often lose sigh!~~~~w int~.,gr~-itls
to everything we do. If we~~can find
folklore in places where we'd never think it existed.
Hardcover S34.95. 360 pp. 50 illus.

,l.:i,"·/:i:-'.-

.~

~~
L:-- .__

1

Through Animal~' Eyes, Again:
Stories of Wildlife Rescue

Lynn Cuny
Froln the author of Through Animals 't.'yes, these
stories are from the rare perspective of sonleone ,vho
not only cares for the animals she trcats, but also has
never wanted to tame them. Hardcover $22.95. Paperback $11.95. 144 pp. 24 b&w illus.
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